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THE 
PREFACE 
Artiality and Prejudice are two 


P things generally complain d of, and 
perhaps moſt by the moſt skilful and in- 
telligent Perſons, and yet few are ſo 
happy as intirely to get rid of them, and 
perhaps not very willing to diſcover that 
Fault in themfelves which they ſo rea- 
dily find in others. Not but that a Man 
may and ought with Courage to ſpeak 
and defand Truth, and to detect and re- 
fute Error; but then he ought firſt 
with all Diligence and Impartiality to 
have ſearch'd and examin d the Grounds 
and Reaſons of Things, or otherwiſe be 
well ſatisfy d of what he doth. For as it 
is unjuſt to accuſe another of Prejudice, 
unleſs you can prove it to be ſo; ſo it 
will be Folly in him not to lay afide that 
Prejudice, when ſufficient Reaſons are 
produc'd to convince him; becauſe if he 
obſtinately adhere to it, it will debar and 
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The Preface. 
ſecure him from ever coming to the 


knowledge of the Truth. And truly it is 
a mournful Conſideration to think what 


ſtrange Blocks are in theſe Times caſt 
into the Way to Truth, and what ſtrong 


Diſcouragements to own and abide by it, 

if it pleaſe God to get over them, and 

find it. | ; 
Education by its Advantage of the firs 


Poſſeſſion, ſtrangely ſeaſons the Mind with 


the Principles then imbib'd, whether 
right or wrong ; and ſeeing all ſorts of 
Parties, even the moſt turbulent and 
abſurd, ſeldom fail diligently to inſtil 
their own perverſe Principles, and train 
up their Children and Dependents in the 
Way they go themifelves ; it is (to ſa 


no worſe) a great Overfight, that the Ule | 


of the Church-Catechiſm and Catechifing is 
ſo generally neglected, whereby Youth 
might be taught to ſet out right at 
ſirſt, and then a little Care would keep 
them ſo; and thereby much Miſchief 
and the Deſigns of troubleſome Per- 
tons be prevented. 

When Perſons, who have fallen un- 
der an unhappy Education, become Ma- 
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ſters of themſelves, and are under their 
own Rule and Governance in their com- 
mon Affairs, what can ordinarily be ex- 
pected, but that they ſhould walk in the 
Way, which is moſt familiar to them, 
and ſeek for Buſineſs and Converſation 
amongſt ſuch as are moſt agreeable to 
them, as being of the ſame Principles 
and Inclinations ? And then theſe edi- 
fy one another (as they think) with ſa- 
voury Diſcourſes, with ſpecious Arguments 
for their own Way, and with tart Refle- 
ctions or ſcornful Reproaches upon their 
Adverſaries. And then Prejudice bes 
comes ſtrong and maſterleſs; they cans 
not bear Oppoſition with any Patience, 
but look on it as a Crime for any Man 
to {peak againſt their Way ; and if con- 
tradicted, inſtead of arguing grow angry, 
if not malicious and revengeful : But if 
any one be of ſo much Temper, as to 
debate with Patience, till he finds he 
cannot fairly maintain his Ground; yet 
either a wicked Shame prevails over hum, 
and he reſolves to ſtick where he is, ra- 
ther than lower his Reputation by con- 
feſſing himſelf to have been in an Er- 


ror; 
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ror ; or if the Error be of Conſequence, 
he conſiders what Effect it 5 on his 
other Principles, and finding he muſt 


leave them, and begin anew, he knows 


not how to ſet about the Work, but af- 
frighted at the Difficulty, refulves rather 
to run the hazard of being what he is, 
than to be at tlie pains to be what he 
ſhould be. 

But when ſtrong rivetted Prejudices 
conſequent upon an unfortunate Edu- 
cation meet and join with Intere$t, they 
become in a manner invincible: Yau 
cannot ſpeak againſt the Error of their 
Way, but they preſently think you have 
a Deſign to take the Bread out of their 
Mouths. And though Men are generally 
aſham d to maintain their Opinions upon 


the ſcore of what is commonly meant 


by Iutereſt, as being a ſordid Principle, 
and having no certain connexion with 
Truth ; yet it is really what they are 
moſt unwilling to forgoe, and will turn 
them ſelves into an hundred ſeveral ſhapes 


to preſerve that, while they pretend to 


tomething clic. If St. Paul himſelf 
ſhould on any things which makes a- 
gainſt 


d is ao rs 


— 
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"gainſt their Praſt, they with the Epheſians 


Silver. ſmiths will openly cry up their 
Goddeſs ; but what they ſecretly mean is 


their Gain. Among thoſe who are in- 
volvd in the ſame Intereſt, and to irri- 
tate them, they may privately whiſper : 


Sir, ye know that by thu Craft we have our 
Wealth, (Acts 19. 25.) But when they 
come to deal above board, and to engage 
others, then it is, Great is Diana of the 


Epheſians; and they ſeem to be toucht 


with nothing but a Zeal for Religion. 
There being ſuch variety of Sects among 
us, and ſome very monſtrous, certainly 
it cannot be deny'd but that many of 
them are in the wrong, and conſequent- 


ly that thoſe, who take upon them to be 


their Leaders and Guides, are Seducers ; 


and yet theſe are generally the moſt 
furious and impatient of contradiction. 
And why? Their Diana, their Profit, is in 
danger; they would never be at ſuch 
Pains in ſo Fi a Cauſe ; nor pretend to 
half that Zeal, did they not find their 
Account in it, and were fearful of lo- 
ling their gainful Trade. And it need 


not ſeem ſtrange to any, that there 
** ſhould 
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ſhould be ſuch Men in theſe dregs of 
Time, when St. Paul in the very begin- 
ning warns Timothy againſt perverſe Di- 


ſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and deſti- 
tute of the Truth, ſuppofing that Gain is 


Godlineſs. And as if he look'd on ſuch 


Men as deſperate and irrecoverable, his 
next Inſtruction or Direction to Timothy 


is this From ſuch withdraw thy ſelf, 


(1 Tim. 6. 5.) | 

When the Vain-glory of heading a Par- 
ty, or the ſelfiſh Defire of Gain, are the ſe- 
cret but true reaſon, why any join them- 
{elves to a Faction, they may in all like» 
lyhood be look'd on as lol Men, they 
cannot, becauſe they will not be con- 
vinc'd, leſt the one leflen his Reputation, 
the other his Profit, which reſpectively 
they have ſer their hearts upon, and va- 
lue above all things elſe. But neverthe- 
leſs Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion re- 
quires, that all due Endeayours be us'd 
to reduce the miſlead Perſons, and pull 
them out of the Fire, who have been 


drawn into it by the Deceit of others. 
For they being trick d, and their Under- | 


ſtandings impos'd upon, it muſt be ſup- 
| pos d 


3, 
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the Simplicity of their Souls are tra- 
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pos d, that they act upon a Preſum- 
ption, that they are in the right; and that 
therefore they would forſake the evil 
May, if they were convinc d of their Er- 
ror. Theſe are Objects of Pity, ſuch as 
call for our help : They are Sheep in the 
Jaws of the Wolf, whom to reſcue is a no- 

le Undertaking ; and certainly no Pains 
can be too great to recover thoſe, who in 


pann'd into a dangerous courſe of Life. 
To open the Eyes of ſome of them hath 
been my chiefeſt Delign ; and if but one 
loſt Sheep could be regain'd, I ſhould 
think my Pains not ill rewarded, But ſee- 
ing not only Education and Prejudice, but 
being ſurrounded with all ſorts of Sedu- 
cers makes their 3 ſo very difh- 


cult; to prevent theſe difficulties and the 


intailing the Miſchiefs on future Genera · 
tions, might it not be pious and prudent, 
and worthy of aChriſtian Government ſo 
to order Matters, that henceforth Vouth 
might be early inſtructed in ſuch Princi- 
ples, that they might from the beginning 
{et out in the way of Truth, and be ſea- 
ſon d with Notions of true Piety? But this 

| | I 


— ——— q]. —- 1 — 


The Preface. 


I muſt leave to the Care and Wiſdom of 
others, to whom it belongs, and who muſt 
be accountable for the neglect to God, if 
they diſcharge not their Duty. 

As to the Perſon of my Antagoniſt, and 
his way of managing the Controverſy, I 
have ſcarce any thing more to ſay, than 
vhat you may find in the following Trea- 
tiſe. In my Anſwer I had examin d and 
ſet aſide all his Eccleſiaſtical Inſtances, as 
making rather againſt than for his Pur- 
poſe; and moreover I laid down ſe- 
veral Arguments directly againſt his 
Cauſe; but in his Reply (which he calls 
Conſiderations )hedoth not offer todeſtroy , 
or invalidate myArguments,and yet goes \ 
on — as if he had baffled em 4 
all. Now when a Man in fo weightya | _ 
Cauſe will lay aſide Reaſoning, and is a- 4 
bove all Arguments,I thought hedeſerv'd 7 
no Anſwer, and accordingly reſolv d at 


| al 

firſt to return him none. But upon ſe- | 
ry to ac , le 
cond Thoughts conſidering how the n 
whole Party make it their Buſineſs to re- * 
commend and extol the meaneſt Perfor- M 


mances of their Authors; and if in a Con- 
troverſy it come ſo far as a Reply on their 


ide 


+. 
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| fide,though they never ſaw or read it, yet 


they fail not to cry it up for unanſwera- 
ble; this prevail d with me to take my 
Pen in hand once more, not for my own 
ſake, who expeCt no better from them 
than foul Treatment; but that a righte» 
ous Cauſe might not be run down = 
falſe Stories, Noiſe, and Nonſenſe ; 
that others might not be 4 on, 
which Thope this may in ſome meaſure 
prevent at leaſt with conſiderate Perſons, 
and ſuch as wall be at Pains to examine 
both ſides, and judge for themſelves. | = 
Itas very obſervable, that tho our Ad- 
verſaries endeavour to make Schiſm a 
Matter of Nothing, yet they cannot en- 
dure the name of Schiſmaticks. 'There 


muſt be ſomething extraordinary in it, 


that thoſe, who are in love with the 
Thing ſhould be affronted with the Name; 
and i make no doubt but I ſhall be cal- 
led many hard Names for giving them 
their due Title. For this I ſhall make 
no other Apology, but that I am a plain 
Man, and apt to call a Spade à Spade; 
and am fearful that I ſhould encourage 
Ze, if Iſhould dreſs it in the Habit of 


Vertue, 
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Pertue, For what elſe would it be to 


ſay either that a cunning Knave is a wiſe 
Man, or a painted Whore a Beauty? Nor 
do I know, how I can be better under- 


ſtood, than by calling things by their 


proper Names, where there 1s no In- 
trenchment upon Modeſty. But a hea- 
vier Accuſation it will be, and a grea- 
ter Outcry againſt me, that I ſometimes 
paſs ſevere Cenſures. To which I ſay, 
that thoſe Cenſures are either juſt or un- 
juſt, true or falſe ; if unjuſt and falſe, 
they. will not hurt them but my ſelf ; 
and when they will be ſo kind as to 
convince me of my Error, Ithink I am 
bound for my own ſake to do them Ju- 


ſtice and retract it: But if thole Cenſures 


be ju and true, then they ought to 
take it kindſy, and think themſelves ob- 
liz'd to me, that I have dealt honeſtly and 
truly with them. I am ſo far from having 
any ill Will to them, that I have a Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion for their Perſons, 


though I love not their Errors; my De- 


ſign is their Good, if they will take it 
by the wrong handle and make ill uſe 
of it, whether that be their Fault or 
| mine 
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mine let them Judge My aim was not 
(as ſome raſhly talk) to ſend them 
packing to Hell, but to keep them from 
thence; it was to awaken them out of 
their preſumptuous Security, and pre- 
vail with them to make a thorough 
Search into and Examination of their 
State and Condition, leſt they deceive 
themſelves to their Ruine ; it was to 
affright them from their Sin, that they 
might eſcape the Puniſhment : And if 
any make this uſe of it, as I know not 
where is the harm of it, ſo I know 
not why they ſhould blame me for it. 
That the Eyes of all may be ſo open d, 
as to fee the Things that belong to our 
Peace; and our Breaches ſo heal'd, 
that God may love us freely, ſhall be 
the daily Prayer of 


Your Servant in Chriſt Feſus, 


S. G. 
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Man's Inpatience of Government makes two ill Opi- 
mons grateful to him, d. 1. The fr mon exa- 
mined, with Reſpect both to Church and State, 2, 3. 
The Second refuted, 4. A Third added, and a 
ſtrange Change in Men obſerved, 5. 


(I.) | Ertainly there is ſcarce a greater Ar- 
gument of the Corruption of human 

Nature, than that the Generality of 

Ts Mankind are in a conſtant Conſpi- 
racy againſt their own Good. . For though no- 
thing be more neceſſary for the Peace, Safety, and 
Welfare of Man,than Government,yet he can hard- 
iy endure to be circumſcrib'd within Bounds, or be 
able to Reſtraint; and is not eaſily perſwaded, 
that he hath any Liberty, if he have not a Licence 
to do as he liſt, Hence it is, that thoſe Opinions 
or Do#rines, which inveſt him with Power, right 
or wrong, are very grateful unto him; and fo 
fond he is of them, that he will not ſtay to con- 
ider, whether they are well grounded, but deſpi- 
ſeth every thing, that is, or can be ſaid againſt 
them , "I h with the greateſt Evidence and 
Force of Reaſon: Though the Aook lye bare, yet 
the Bait fails not to take cond he not only ps 
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(62) 


but greedily walls down all to his own Trouble 


and Anguiſh, and too often to his utter Deſtru- 
ction. Of theſe ſort of Opinions, there are two 
very prevalent , and — applauded in theſe 
Times, which turn many Mens Brains, and 
make them little better than frantick in their 
Lives: The one is, The Original Right of the People; 
the other 1s, The extending or ſtretching the Grit 
Power, as to the Matter of Religion, beyond its duc 
Hounds. ; 
(2.) I am not for deveſting any Man of. his juſt 
Right, for the ſame Reaſon, that I would not loſe 
my own ; and therefore I ain for Liberty and Pro- 
perty, in an honeſt Senſe, as nuch as any Man 
whatſoever. But the Original Right of the People 
as in theſe Days it is explain'd, inculcated, an 
with Noiſe and Fury cry'd up, is ſuch an uncon- 
f1'd Monſter of an Opinion, that nothing can ſtand 
before it, if it be put in Practice. No Govern- 
ment can be ſteady or ſafe, if it be admitted as a 
Truth. It is flat Nonſenſe to talk of any Supreme 
Governonr, it he be only a Tuſtee or Commiſioner of 
the Peoples; and every Man will pride himſelf as 


no leſs than a petty King, while thoſe, who are 


{uppoſed to be only intruſted with the Government, 
are accountable to him, and the reſt of the Origi- 
nal Kinglings. Thus Peace and Quietneſs, one 
great End of Government is fruſtrated, when Men 
are poſſeſs'd with a vain Conceit, that they may 
at Pleaſure be unquiet and turbulent by Autho- 
rity; and as Ants get Wings, which on 
them to fly into the Water, and become Food for 
Fiſhes: So this imaginary Power of the People 
ſexves them only to run into Miſchief, and create 
themſelves Troubles, Loſſes, and Sorrows. For 
when all is done, it 1s the People that ſuffer; and 
Jn their fancyful Original Power becomes the real 
Orizinal of their Confuſion and Ruin. a 
- | (3-) This 


enable 
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(3.) This Principle is bad enongh in the State; 
but ſtill worſe, when it is carry'd into the Church; 
for here it uſurps a Power over God himſelf; there 
only over his Vicegerent. There 1s no doubt, but 
that they muſt needs think themſelves brave Fel- 
lows, who imagine they have a Power to mold 
Government into, what Form they pleaſe, though 
God never inſtituted it ; to make Prieſts of thoſe, 
to whom God never gave a Commiſſion; and to 
bind God to make valid thoſe Adminiſtrations, 
which he never gave them Authority to exerciſe. 
Hence grow ſo many Religion-Makers, and Va- 
riety of Religions, that God's true and pure Reli- 
gion is joſtled out, and in a manner loſt, The 
Ppiſt renders the Holy Scriptures, the Councils, 
the Fathers, in a manner uſeleſs, by reſerving all 
to the Determination of the preſent Church of 
Rome; and thus they proceed upon the Foot of 
their own Authority, and labour to bring all o- 
thers under it, and to enſlave the whole Church 
of Chriſt. The Preſbyterian ſets up a Religion ne- 
ver known in the Church for 1500 Years, and 
yet has the Confidence to outface God Almighty, 
that it is his own Doings. The Independent Socte- 
ties make the Catholick Church a Rope of Sand. 
The Anabaptiſt leaves Infants out of the Pale of 
one the Church, and indeed forſakes it himſelf. But 
Men the ſubtileſt Invention is the Quakers, who will be 
nay a Chriſtian without Chriſt. The Deift will have a 
tho- Religion without Revelation. It were endleſs to run 
through all the Vhinſies and crack-brain'd Fancies, 
for which in theſe Times Men have turn'd into Reli- 
ions: In ſhort, it is their own Way and Will, not 
God's, which they purſue, they deviſe new Mo- 
dels and Schemes, and then wreſt the Scriptures 
to countenance them. But whether God will ac- 
ept them on his Terms, or their own, is à thing, 

could heartily wiſh, they would more ſeriouſly 


(4) TEN 
conſider ; and ſo J leave them, unleſs Mr. Talents 
bring them in my way again, whoſe Principles 
are ſo looſe and inconſiſtent, that it is difficult to 
know what to make of him. 8 

(4.0 The other ill Principle, which is fatally 
improved to the corrupting of Men's Minds, and 
no {mall detriment of Chriſtianity, is the extend- 
ing the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate, in Matter of Re 
ligion, beyond its due Bounds, But let them pretend 
what they will, the true Re iſon why they ſet up 
this, and advance Man above God, 1s not any 
Advantage they care to give to the Civil Power, but 
the Power and Privileges, which hereby they gain 
to themſelves. For if, without regard to God's 
or Chriſt's Inſtitution, that Religion without more 
ado is to be comply'd with, which the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate ſhall at any time «eſtabliſh, all Conſcieuce, 
with reſpe& to Chrift's Inflitution, ceaſeth, and is 
out of doors, the Doctrine of the Croſs becomes 
meer Fooliſineſs, and the Anſwer of Peter and 
Fobn would have been very impertinent, if not 
an Affront, As 4. 19. Whether it be right in the 
Sight of God, to hearken unto you more tham unto God, 
Judge ye. It this way were always ſafe, it would 
be very eaſy; for there could be no Perſecution for 
Conſehmos {ke becauſe there would be no Conſci- 
ence in Matter of Religion otherwiſe than with re- 
gard to the Civil Efabliſhment, Men would be under 
no Obligation to examine what is right, but only 
to do as they are hidden, to ſwim with the Stream, 
to ſerve the Times, and thereby to loſe no Oppor- 
tunities of ſerving themſelves, but to make the ut- 
molt of their worldly Intereſt upon all Occaſions. 
It Salvation would come upon theſe Terms, who 
would not be in Love with this Doctrine ? All 
ſorts of Men might go in Crowds the Broad way to 


Heaven, provided they did but follow their Los- 


ders under their ſeveral Civil Efobliſhments. But 


nth | 


„ bow will this agree with that Direction and Com- 
| mand of our bleſſed Saviour? Mat. 7. 13, 14. En- 
to ter he in at the ſtrait Gate; for wide is the Gate, and 
broad is the Way, that leadeth to Deſtruction, and many 

1 there be, which go in thereat : becauſe ſtrait 7s the 
„Cate, and narrow is the Way, which leadcth unto Life, 
1. aud few there be that find it: And yet it were no 
r- eaſy matter to mils of it, if what theſe Men pre- 


_ ſcribe were indeed the Way, Our Saviour told his 
en Diſciples, John 15. 19. If ye were of the World, the 
"UP Vorid wonld love his own : but becauſe ye are not of the 
rec World, but I have choſen you out o the World, there- 
er fore the World hateth jon: But if they had been ſuch 
Pr complying , complaiſant Perſons, as ſome now 
05 vould perſwade us their Followers ought to be, 
1 there had been no Cauſe for the World to hate them, 

but rather to love them as his u. Indeed if this 
15 Doctrine were true, the Chriſtian Religion had, or 
12 Wl ought to have been ſtrangled in its Bi th; for then 
* all the Powers of Earth, as well as Hell, were a- 


_ 90 it, and uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to 
* ſtifle and extinguiſh it; and yet all their barba- 
65 J. Nrous Cruelties erved only to advance it, and the 
| 1 d Blood, which they ſhed, did only water the Seed 
= ſown to grow up more abundantly. In a word, 
; Walvation ought not to be expected on other Terms, 
mſci- than God hath declared he will give it; to this 
end our bleſſed Saviour hath left us a Rule of Faith 
and Life; and what was once delivered to the 
Saints, we ought, if Occaſion require, to contend 
for unto Death; not by flying in the Face of the 
vil Powers, much leſs by taking up Arms, and 
tting Throats for the Cauſe, (for Chriſtian, Reli- 
gion in no Caſe allows of Rebellion) but by ſuf- 
tering for Righteouſneſs-ſake ; and where the 
Dictates of the Civil Power interfere with the Com- 
mands of God, there let the Loſs or Suffering be 
it it will, to do his Will, and commit our 
| Bia... Souls 


6 
Souls to him in well-doing. For he that will be 
a Follower ot Chrift, muſt take up his Croſs, and 
be content, if his Cauſe require it, to loſe his Liſe 
here, that he may fave it eternally, Mat. 16. 24. 
25. But (as the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 1, 18. This 
preaching the Croſs is to them that periſh Foolilh- 
neſs: If you come to Trial, there is nothing to 
be got by it, and therefore away with it, they 
cry; and I with the Apoſtle's Complaint were not 
too much adapted to theſe Times, (Phil. 3. 18, 
19.) For many walk, of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they are the Enemies 
of the Croſs of Chrijt ; whoſe End is Deſtruction, whoſe 
God is their Belly, and whoſe Glory is their Shame, 
who mind earthly things. And indeed it 1s the mind- 
ing earthly things, which makes Men take up with 
Principles ſuitable to their Deſgus, and work their 
Wits to invent Schemes for their Purpoſes : Their 
Pleaſure, their Eaſe, their Gain, are the only 
things they regard ; the Thoughts of an after- 
reckoning they put far from them; but the Time 
will come, that they will know the Weight of our 
Saviour's Queſtion, Mat. 16. 26. What is a Man 
profited, if be ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe his 
own Soul e 
(5.) To theſe two might be added a third, a 
late upſtart Opinion concerning Oceaſional Confor- 
mity, a pernicious Contrivance to deſtroy all 
Church- Authority, Diſcipline, and Government; 
to ſet Men looſe to act when, where, and what 
they will; to be, as the Humour takes them, 
every thing, any thing, or juſt nothing; and 
bids fayr to introduce ſuch a State, as never yet 
had a Being, except in the Poet's Fancy, 


When wild i th Woods, the Noble Savage ran. 


But my reſolute Antagoniſt having 3 
the 


9 


the Defence of this, I ſhall have occaſion farther 
to diſcourſe of it, as his Arguments ſhall offer 
themſelves to our Examination. 
time I muſt confeſs, that I am not a little amazed 
at this wonderful Change, that thoſe very Men, 
who formerly endeavoured to advance their Repu- 
tation beyond others by their Stri&neſs and Seve- 
rity ; who call'd Epiſcopacy, and every thing be- 
longing to it, Autichriſtian; who, at leaſt among 
— 2 damn'd all that were not of their own 
way, and in Scotland are of the ſame Mind ſtill; 
I ſay, that thoſe very Men here now ſhould be ſo 
looſe and extravagant, as to throw down all Inclo- 
ſures, and lay all in Common; to afford Brſhops 
not only their good Word, but occaſionally to 
vouchſafe to joyn in their Commmon z and to give 
the right hand of Fellowſhip to all manner of 
8s, by allowing Salvation to them, and ſome- 
times being with them, as if there were now no 
longer any Danger from Hereſy or Schiſin. What - 
can be the reaſon of this ſtrange Metamorphoſis ? 
Is the Chriſtian Religion not the ſame that it was 
formerly? or have theſe Men ſeen their former 
Error, and are now run into a worſe, as it is the 
common Fate of raſh Men to run into Extremes? 
Or are they become better natur'd, and ſeiz d 
with ſome extraordinary Fit of Civility and 
Kindneſs? I know not well what to think of it; 
but — Timeo Danaos & dona ferentes; I am not 
able to unriddle the Myſtery, but I fear the Cat is 
a Cat ſtill, and that not the Men but the Methods 
are changed, Epiſcopacy is the common Mark, a- 
2 which they all level their Artillery of all 
orts z and there is not a Seclary, but hopes to find 
his Account in its Fall; but, above all, the Papi 
thinks, if that Bulwark were removed, he ſhould 
quickly be Maſter of all, and that the reſt would 
quickly ruin each other. And therefore though 
5 B 4 Men 
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But in the mean 


(8) 


Men in Error do act agreeably to their Principles, Fo 
ret I am prone to ſuſpect that they are made Mit | 
volt of, and that the Papift is at bottom. For it Mow 
is well known, that they both made and taught Mit t 
our Sects to cry Antichriſt, and the Whore of Baby- Wyet 
Ion; and that Trick being ſtale and worn out, the tru: 
will not be wanting to furniſh them with ſuch 
Shifts and Artifices, as they hope may batter down 
_ Church, which is only able to ſtand againſt 
them. "OM N 


—— 
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CHAP. I. 


Of Communion with a Canonical Biſhop, 1. A falſe 
Application, 2. Of Moderation, 2. His Hui and 
Cry after the Author, 4. Of bis Citations and 
Arguings, 5. His Inconſiſtencies and Objections, 6. 


( 8 can examine what he is pleaſed to 
| call his Confderations, I cannot forbear to 
take notice of two Things in his Title-Page. The 
one is, that his Conſiderations are written eſpect» 
ahh againſt this Aſſertion, That there can be no 
Church, or Salvation, in an ordinary way, without a 
Canonical Biſbop; and this Aſſertion he calls new 
ard bold. Here, I think, he hath made a little 
too bold with me; for whatever there may be 
tending that way, that Propoſition, in Terminis, 
will not be found in my Book; and when he had 
the Book before him, to expoſe that for mine, 
which was not there, is not very candid dealing; 
eſpecially becanſe, as he hath invidiouſſy word 
it, it may be liable to ſeveral Exceptions: and 
therefore it ought to have been expreſſed in my 
Words, not his, but this is a Liberty he often | 
takes, aud I care not if I allow it him this onch 


* 


s, For ſeeing it is capable of a fair Interpretation, 
de if 1 may be ſuffered hereafter to explain it in my 
it Non Senfe, I will ſtand by the Propoſition; and 
ht if the Iniquity of the Times do make it ſeem bold, 
„ vet I know no reaſon to be aſhamed of what is 
ey true; but then I deny that it is New, For the 


c Primitive Chriſtians knew no other Communion than 
vn Epiſcopal; and whoſoever departed from his Ca- 
aft Mioncal Biſhop, whether as a Schiſmatick or Heretick, 
| the Church condemn'd him, and he was look'd on 
as out of the Church, aud in a State of Damma- 

— ion: And this is fo palpably evident, that it 
needs no Proof to any that have in the leaſt dipt 

into Antiquity. But of all Men living, Mr. Tal- 

P-nts and his Aſſociates ought not to complain of, 

aſe r expoſe any thing as New; for the whole, 
and hereby they diſtinguiſh themſelves from others, 
md s meer Novelty. He hath been at no ſmall Pains 
6. n running through all the Ages of the Church, 
o patch up a paultry Hiſtory of Schiſm in Favour 

to f the wor /f "4 Schiſmatichs : If he pleaſe to take 
to he ſame Pains again, and tell us in what Ages 
The nd Countries all along his Presbyterzan Churches 
eci- ere ſetled and acknowledged, I doubt he may 
no Pore his Eyes out before he can find them, and 
ut a 11] be forc'd at laſt to make the Lawyer's Re- 
new rn, Non eſt inventus, until he come down to 
ttle alvin's Time at Geneva. And as for Iidependency, 
- be for he ſeems to hang between both) it is the 
Ms, pwger Brother, or rather the baſe Brat of Presby- 
had Y, which wandred up and down like a Vagabond, 
ine, I Places ſpewing it out, till it fix'd here in 


gland, the Receptacle of all ſorts of S, where- 
1th it doth ſo abound, that it is now able to 
raſh Amfterdam with Religions. For above 
purteen hundred Years, Salvation was to be had 
ithout either Presbytery or Independency; and if 
e had been without them till, I doubt not but 


mor e 


- 


but that we read others, and are often forc'd to 


| ( 10 ) 
more might have been ſav'd, and the Church leſs 
plagu'd with Troubles and Confuſions. But it is 
the way of ſome Men to raiſe a falſe Cry of No- 
velty againſt others, that they may turn off Peoples 
Eyes from diſcovering, that they themſelves are 
nothing elſe. 

(2.) The other Thing I ſhould have paſs'd by, 
but that it ſeems to be big with Scorn and Ma- 
lice, and diſcovers a vain glorious Conceit of 
himſelf, with a diſdainful undervaluing of all his 
Adverſaries: It is a Saying of Lucilius in Tully, 
ſpoken by way of Contempt to Velleius, the Epicu- 
rean : Veſtra Solum legitis, veftra amatis, cateros 
Cauſa incognita cundeumatis. This can be intended 
as nothing but a Slander, and to blacken and raiſe 
a Prejudice againſt all that oppoſe his Way, as if 
they were as bigoted a Sort of Men, as thoſe pro- 
fligate Followers of Epicurus, who fo doated on | 
the looſe Opinions of their own Sect; that they 
not only neglected, but deſpiſed all other and bet- 
ter Sort of Learning. Whether this be true of 
them, or whether it might nat have been more 
fitly apply'd to his own Party, I leave to the 
Ts Wi of indifferent Perſons; I could ſay 
much towards the Proof of the later, if I had a 
Mind to expole Perſons, rather than {peak to Things. | 
But what are thoſe veſtra, which he allows to be 
ours? If the Scriptures, the Fathers, the Councils, 
and the Principles, of the Catholick Church, 1n the 
pureſt Ager, we confeſs we read them, we love them, 
and let thoſe be ours, and wecare not much what 
are yours Vet we are not ſo taken up with theſe, 


rake in Channels, that we may more fully diſ⸗- 
cover Errour, and more convincingly defend 
Tuth. But we condemn, you ſay, Cauſa incagnita. 
Pray, Sir, who are thoſe? I haveſcarce met with 


any, who have drawn a Pen againſt you, who have 
not 


(1) 


not given your Cauſe a fair hearing fo far as they 


it is Wyere concern'd in it; if any did not, they de- 
No- Werve Blame: But perhaps, you had a particular 
ples MAim at my ſelf, as if I had been thus wyuft to you, 
are But why then do you in the very ſame Page 


omplain, of the Largneſs of niy Anſwer ? Theſe 
wo Things ſhonld have been put a little further 
under, if it were for no other Reaſon, but that 
hey look ſo like a Contradiction. I with ſome 


I his Men, whe pretend to greater Sanctity than others, 
Tully, Would conſider, how 111 it becomes their Preten- 
picu- Nes, to make ſuch ſlanderous Inſinuations againſt 
teros WPerſons, who no ways deſerve them: But thoſe, 
ded Who lay their own Faults at other Mens Doors, 
raiſe Will one Day have them brought Home to them 


gain. 


pro- (3.) In the Beginning of his Preface, he makes 
d on ie an Accuſer of my ſelf; and tells the World, 
they Nhat I ſay, that I have writ againſt Moderation a- 
| bet- Wong us, and towards Proteſtant Diſſenters , and the 
ne of Word Moderation is put in a different Character, 
more What I might be mark'd out for an Enemy of Ho- 
o the MWration, which I thank God, I never was. But 
ſay Rue it is, and I am not aſham'd to own it, that 


1ad a have writ againſt miſtaken and falſe Notions 


bing. Moderation, which ſome of late have advanc'd, 
to be nd I believe with no good Deſign, If we will 
mcils, Wot quietly hear a Party baul, and rail, and caſt 
n the ul and falſe Aſpesſions on Men, we muſt be ac- 
them, Wpunted Men of u Moderation; if we do not let 
what hem ſay and do what they pleaſe, we are Men 


thele, 


- no Moderation; if we do not applaud De Fe, 
c'd to 


ith his ham Rhetorick, and Tutchin with his Bil- 


j diſ. gate Language, for poiſoning a Nation, we are 
efend en of ne Moderation; if we will not betray. a 
ognita. Wghteous Cauſe, nay, if we will not lend a help- 
: with Ws Hand, and afford our Aſſiſtance againſt it, 
o have are Men of no Moderation. Sir! I believe it 


not wall 


- 
IF 


(12) 
wall exceed your Talent to perſwade me, that 
Careleſſneſs, Unconcernedneſs, and Stupidity on the = 
one Hand; and Malice, Rage, and Violence on the | 
other, ought to paſs for Moderation; yet this 1s I 
what ſome Men would have it to be. Where Mo- 45 
derat ion is a Virtne, or a Duty, I am as much for ? 
it as any Man; but I do not think it to be al- {MW © 


ways ſo, at leaſt, not that which ſome Men call Ml * 
Moderation. Where the Matter is evil, Moderation a 
(as they call it) may ſomewhat abate of the Guilt, nd 
but will not juſtify the Thing; and however, a * 


Man might ſhew his Wit, I believe you yourſelf 

would think him to be ill employ d, who ſhould Wl 2 

write in Praiſe of moderate Lying, moderate Swear- 

ing, moderate Stealing, moderate Whoring, And as fl 

in evil, ſo in what is good, Moderation, may be r! 

little Praife-worthy ; and I do not think you would let 

take it to be any great Commendation of a Man to 

ſay, that he is but moderately honeſt, Moderation, Ma 

as I take it, implyes Deſcretion and Prudence, and 

that a Man's Care and Adivity be proportion'd * 

to the Merits of his Canſe, or the Matter he has un- 

der AMauagement; it would be little better than fol- chi. 
ly, zeal:uſly to contend about the Shaddow of an ¶ nei 
Aſs; but to fit down tamely, or be ſlack, when the 

the Faith is in Danger, will not find its Excuſz 
in an idle Plea of Moderation; there may be an 
Errour in the Defect, as well as the Exceſs, though 
it is too general a Miſtake, tb-t Tranſgreſſion a- 
gainſt Moderation lyes only on the high Hand. 
St. Jude (ver. 23.) gives this Advice: Of ſome haue 
Compaſſion, making a Difference: And others ſave with 
Fear, pulling them out of the Fire. St. Paul exhorts 
thus: If a Man be overtaken in a Fault, ye which are 
ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs. 
(Gal. 6. 1.) and yet the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
the Crimes, to which the Grecians were incident, 
bids Titus to rebuke them ſharply (Tit. 11, 13.) in 
* none 


(13) 
none of theſe Caſes is there any Infraction upon 
Chriſtian Moderation, but only different Manage- 
ment as the Nature of the Cauſe requires. But 
I have already declar'd my Thoughts as to Mo- 
deration in a {mall Treatiſe, Entituled, the Mask 
of Moderation, c. and when Mr Tallents, or 
any other ſhall convince me, that I am miſtaken 
in the Notion of it, I may alter my Mind, for 
which I ſee no Reaſon at preſent. | 

(4.) In the next Place, he is at a Loſs to know 
what I am ; but thinks he hath made a Diſcove- 
ry, by the Title of a Book, called, Old England, 
&c. printed at the End of mine. But what is it 
to me, with what Advertiſements the Bookſeller 
fills up a vacant Page for his Profit > Or how can 
I help it? I am not the Anthor of that Book, and 
let it deſerve Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, let him have it, 
to whom it 18 due. But what Matters it, what 
or who I am? what 1s this to the Controverſy ? 
If my Arguments be naught, IT am not worth en- 
quiring after; if they be good, it is not raiſing 
Cavils - ar my Perſon, that will overthrow 
the Cauſe. Such Shifts rather argue the Weak- 
neſs of a Cauſe, becauſe a good one doth not need 
them; but is rather aſham'd of them. | 

(5.) He confidently tells us, That having read 
my Anſwer, he finds the Subſtance of his Book, both as 
to the Citations and Arguings lands firm and ſtrong. E 
ſhall doe him that Juſtice, as to acknowledge his 
Citations to be right, and where one was wrong, 
I do think it to have been only a Typographical 
Errour, and not his; for it was 1n the Book, 
though not in that Place. But for his Arguings, 
I know not what he means by them, unleſs he 
takes telling of Stories to be Arguings, or thinks 
that Multitudes of evil Precedents can juſtify un- 
lawful Actions. But if they be ſo firm and ſtrong, 

he boaſts, I think he hath been at a great _ 
| © 
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of needleſs Pains to defend his Cauſe in a ſecond 
Book, worſe than he does in the firſt, But ſeeing 
he is ſo willing to refer it to the impartial Judg- 
ment of any that ſhall conſider it, and ſeriouſly 
compare what is ſaid on both Sides, 1 ſhall take him 
at his Word, and do to to. 

(6.) Inconſiſtencies and Contradictions are ſo {Wor 
frequent with him, that one would ſuſpect he No k 
{ſtudied to expoſe himſelf. In the Concluſion of o t! 
his Preface he complains, that it world be a tedious Nhe! 
thing to go over my Boot; and therefore for that 
and ſome other lazy Reaſons, he is willing rather to 
let the Controvenll drop of it ſelf ; but then im- 
mediately he is for taking it up again; and why 
fo? Truly for the help of ſome. Some of the weak 
Brethren, I ſuppoſe, wanted Help, and might have 
been /candalized, if a Reply had not come abroad; 
but that being done, whether to the purpoſe or 
not, all was ſafe. But then how will he help 
them? Not by anſwering my Arguments in a 
juft Confutation, that might have been too tedi- 
ous and tough a Work, but by ſlurring them, and 
giving them the Go-by; by making ſome brief Re- 
marks on ſome things, a pretty way to raiſe ſome 
little Cavils, and ſo ſlide over the whole without 
tarther notice. At length theſe ſome things dwin- 
(le into two, whereof the one ſeems to be the con- 
fequence of the other. The one is, That Epiſco- 
pacy is a Fundamental of Religion, Ic. The other 1s 
a Notion of Schiſm from Biſhops, which certainly 
damns, I wiſh he had been ſo candMR, as to cite my 
own Words; but then he would have wanted the 
Opportunity of faſtening all the Odium he cou'd 
upon Things, Theſe 1 he calls New, though 
many Ages older, than any thing peculiar to 
his Sect; and faith, they are, though generally de- 

ſpiſed, confidently owned and preached; and yet in 
the ſame Breath tells us, that they are os by 
. s ; | o 
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cond {Wour'd by many, as Arcana Imperii. But how they 
eing ame to be ſuch Secrets, when they were ſo gene- 
Fuds-WF ally deſpiſed on the one hand, and ſo confidently 
ronſly Mh11'd and preach'd on the other, is a Myſtery fit 
him Mor Mr. Tallent's Underſtanding, for it ſurpaſſes 
tine. It will be proper to vindicate theſe Opi- 
e ſo ions from Novelty and Fallhood, when we come 
t he o know what he hath to ſay againſt them; and, 
n of Mo that end, I ſhallnow paſs from his Preface to 
dious Ihe Book it ſelf. 
that 
erto 
im- oY 
why CHAT. i 
weak 3 | 
ew: he Unreaſonableneſs of the courſe be takes, I. Whe- 
oad ; ther any thing of ſtrength or moment was neglefed 
G or BY the Anſwerer, 2. Of changing Words and Senſe, 
belp | 3: Of pleading for Schiſm and Schiſmaticks, 4. 
in a -4:ſver to the Oljection concerning ſoarnful Speeches, 
| 5. The Charge againſt Mr. Baxter averr'd, and 
My. Dodwel vindicated, 6. Concerning writing a- 
gainſt Diſſenters, and ſaying the Church is in 
Danger, 7. Of the War begun 1641, and of the 
late Scotch AZ for ſetling Presbytery, and abo- 
liſhing Epiſcopacy, 8. Whether the Preſbyterians 
had a hand in putting the King to Death, 9. What 
kind of Friends they were to King Charles the 2d. 
10. His Offer of Peace, and Diſcourſe of large 
Souls, 11. Of leaving State-matters to Civil Powers, 
and of the Duty Miniſters, 12, 13. 


Tr is no good Omen ceſpitare in limine, at 
the firſt daſh to throw off the whole Canſ?, 
pretend to no more but to trifle about Hy- 
ters, For thus he begins: I ſhall wave Mr. 8. 
Arguings, and only mention ſome few things. Why 
e the Arguings? I had thought the Argu- 
| ments 


he writes ought not to be impoſed upon the + 


print them? But doubtleſs there are ſome, . 


716 


ments on both ſides ought to have been well con: a 
ſidered, and according as they were good or bad, 
the Cauſe to „fand or fall. Can it deſerve the n 
name of an Anſwer or Reply to a Book, which doth h 


not nieddle with the Arguments? If the Argu- R 
ments were too hot for his Fingers, that mug il. 
be a Reaſon for him to wave them; but then what 5 


World, as an Anſwer to them; and if he intend ff 
it not as ſuch, to what purpoſe doth he write in 
Blood-guiltineſs is a crying Sin, and hardly tnc 
be walſh'd off with the Tears of Repentance; 

though the Crime thonld be forgiven, a Stain would 5 
remain behind; yet I had laid down ſeveral Ar 
guments to prove, that Schiſm in divers reſpedW;,, 
is a Sin worſe than Murder. Now to turn tht 
Tables, ſeeing Men often in their Rage and Fury 
that they may gratify their Revenge, are tod 
prone to think it lawful for them to ſhed Blood 
ſuppoſe that I ſhould write and lay down: 
itrong Arguments as I could, to deter Men fro! 
that heinous Sin ; and another ſhould become a 
Advocate for it, but withal ſhould ſay, that h 
would wave my Arguments, but he would tell m 
a long Tale, and give me plentiful Inſtances c 
Murders from this very time down as far as Adan 
when Cain kill'd Abel; would not this make 
rare Defence? Would ten thouſand ſuch Prect 
dents juſtify the thing? Or rather would they nf 
make it worſe, and caution all in Power to pn 
vent the Miſchief all they coulg Now what di 
ference 1s there from this between anſwering 4 
zuments, and writing Hiſtories of Schiſin, or tall 
ling ſome things little or nothing to the purpoſ: 
But he hath two Reaſons, why he will take t 
courſe; for 1ſt, ſaith he, who matters the differen 
betwixt him and me? If no Body do, why do. ye 


wait 


con do, tho' if not for our ſakes, yet upon other Ac- 


r bad, counts; and for their ſakes you ought not to 
e the have publiſhed them, unleſs even you your ſelf 
doth had thought them worth mattering £ Another 
dien Reaſon of taking this courſe, is, that he doth it 
on, out of love to me, and that I arid others may reflect on 
waar them for our Good. But this is meer unadviſed 
1 the Cant; for how the not anſwering Arguments 
ntend ſhould make for our Good, unleſs by confirming us 
vrite in the ſame Opinion, I know not; and yet 1can- 
ily to; not think this to be, what he deſigns. >. 
ance 8 (2.) In the next place he complains, That I 
would have left out many of she main places of his Book, that 
il AW ere 7 wie againſt me; ſome of which be ſaith (p. 1.) 
ſpeci be will ſer down! hereaſter. 1 did weigh his Book 
rn thwith all the diligence I could, and ſearched for 
Fury Wwhat might ſeem of any ſtrength or nioment in 
re toit; if I have done what he faith, it is more than. 
lood know; and to have done it knowingly, would 
wn have been next to an unpardonable Crime: If I 
1 fronhave been guilty of ſuch an overſight, I doubt 
me ag not but I ſhall hear of it with both Ears. But 
hat I perhaps he takes that for frong, which I thought 
ell Vor worth notice, or had anfiver'd with ſomething 


Ces 0 
s Adan 


nake 


lſe , when he brings his Inſtances, the Truth 
will be made manifeſt. But this whole Chapter 
made up of Complaints, to give an Anſwer to 


 PrecyWrvhich will be cloying to the Reader; and yet I 
ney nlWnuſt do it as briefly as I can, for otherwiſe I ſhall 
to Pe complain'd, of as neglecting ſomething frong 
hat dir material in h | 
ing 4 (2.) He ſaith, that ſometimes I have chatiged a, 
or Nord, and the Seuſe with it, as We for They ; and 
urpoſ bat I miſt ake or wreſt divers Sayings of bis; and thus 
ake tie may charge me juſt now, becauſe what here 
[1 erene with reference to himſelf, ſaith, Sayings of nine. U 
o Ml S.ryings of bis. I did change ve tor they, but 


ne, Wag was to preſerve his Senſe, not to change it; and 


(18) 


if I had not done ſo, I had transferr'd that Crime 


to them, which he chargeth upon us ; which any 
one would have ſeen, had he cited the Words, as 
well as referr'd to the Place. He accuſeth us of 
holding ſeveral things, as to which he was ſo con- 
fident as to ſay, They do not believe themſelves, that 
is as I take it, we do not believe our ſelves. This 
lays the Charge, where he laid it; and when ſpo- 
ken by me, I know not how his Senſe could be 
better preſerved in this Caſe, than by changing 
the third Perſon into the fit. But he is angry 
at the Anſwer J gave it; and not being willing to 
return upon that, he makes a Diverſion by ſeek- 
ing a Knot ina Bulrufh. I have not willingly 
miſtaken, much leſs wreſted any of his Sayings 3 
but as for the ſingle Inſtance he here brings con- 
cerning Communion, if the Reader pleaſe to be at 
the Pains to turn to the 67th p. of my Book, 
which herightly refers to, I believe he will find, 
that Mr. Tallents will be obliged to take it in one 
of the Senſes I there mention z but becauſe he 
could not, or would not fairly anſwer the Rea- 
fons I brought againſt it, therefore he raiſeth this 
Cavil. Had I pick'd up Pits and Scraps from far 
diſtant Pages, and then put them together as one 
continued Speech, he might have had ſome cauſe 
to quarre] me ; yet this he doth by me very 
frequently. In the very next following Words, 
he ſkips from p. 95 to p. 134, and thence top. 161, 
and farther to p. 173, and all to make up not five 
Lines, and thoſe rather in his own Words than 
mine. If a Man could be fairly repreſented at 
this rate, yet I think it ſcarce poſſible, that his 
Senſe could be ſet down jn its due force: But 
ſome Men have uſurp'd ſo May Privileges, that 
they think they may do what they liſt. 

(4.) A mighty Cry is raiſed againſt me, that 
1 charge him with endeavouring to juſtify Schiſme 
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( 19) 
and Schiſmaticks, ſuch as Novatus, to plead their 
Canſe, and to propoſe Mens Miſcarriages for our Imi- 
tation, Ec. and yet that I acknowledge, that be 
has given as hard Names to Schiſmaticks as any do. 
And pray what harm is there in telling Truth; 
and ſhewing that the Force of Truth hath ſome- 
times drawn that from you, which is contrary 
to the whole Deſign of your Book ? But hence he 
argues, which he doth but ſeldom, and then aukerd- 
ly : If I ſay the lower Schiſms, which. proceed from 
l-ſſer Errors, and weakneſs in the Grace of Charity, 
bs ſo great Sins, and ſo ſeverely pumiſhed, with what 
Face can be ſay, T plead for Schiſm and defend Schiſ- 
matic ls, (p. 2 nay, with what Face can he den 
it? Doth not he reckon up moſt of the Arch- 
Schiſmaticks, and ſome of them peſtilent Hereticks, 
which have been from the Apoſtles Times to our 
own Days, and then at every turn, with reſpect 
both to them and their Followers, put his cele- 
brated Queſtion, were theſe damn'd ? Is not the 
Strain of his whole Book 1n their Favour, and to 
inſinuate to others, that ſuch were in no danger 
of Damnation? And what is this, but to plead 
for Schiſm and defend Schiſmaticks? and is not to 
juſtify them, to encourage it in others? If you 
forget your ſelf, and write Contradictions, am 
I bound to reconcile them? But be it ſo, that by 
chance, or unawares you dropt ſomething, which 
condemn'd Lower Schiſmaticks, yet when you all 
along defend the bigheft and ranke/t ſort of Schiſ- 
maticks, what is this, but as if a Man ſhould con- 
demn Fornication as a foul Sin, and at the ſame 
time plead for Adultery and Inceſt ? 

(J.) In the following Paragraph he complains 
of ſcornful and abuſive Speeches, of which I do not 


think my ſelf guilty, unleſs to ſpeak Truth be to 


abuſe. But he inſtanceth in a /zvere_ Sentence I 
prets'd upon him, for which he thinks I will not 
| C 2 | eaſily 


( 20 ) 


eaſily forgive my ſelf. And truly though moved 
with Indignation, it came from me with $7799 4nd 
Regret, to ſee, that a Man or Mr. re Age 
and Learning thould make uſe of his 44/57 ty to 
mopdſe ſuch a palpable Fulſbiod up: iſtian 
World : But if the Reader pleaſe to turn to p. 178, 
and 179 of my Book, and there ſee what drew 
that Cenſure from me, if he be a Man impartial, 
and but moderately skill'd in Antiquity, he will 
ſay, that the Man, who aſſerts ſuch things, muſt 
have loſt either his Fudgment or his C ſcience. 

(6.) Doubtleſs it was with deſign to draw the 
Odium of the Party upon me, that he accuſeth 
me of need!:ſly caſing Dirt upon Mr, Baxter. Now 
when ſuch Mem are propoſed as a Pattern for all 
Mens Inutation, I think it not needleſs to ſhew 
what they are, leſt Men addicted to follow, ſhould 
pin their Faith on a wrong Sleeve. But if I did 
caſt any Dirt, it was of his oi making, I only 


gave him his own; I ſpake nothing but Truth, 
which though ſome Men will blame, yet it will 


not be Hamed. I find the Perſons of ſome Schiſ- 
matich are ſo Sacred, that neither their Errors, nor 
their Failings muſt be mention'd, as if they were 
tuch Saints, who conld do nothing amiſs. But 
he thinks he is even with me in falling upon 
Mr. Dadwell; and though he faith, that be 10 
where reflected on him, yet in the ſame place confeſ- 
ſeth he ſaid, that he had advanced ſome new and 
unſound Opinions, but this I warrant you is 20 
Reflection He tells not what thoſe new. and un- 


found Opinions are, but refers in his Margin to 
the Book, entituled, De Jure Laicorum Sacerdotali. 


And when I came to examine the Place, I found 


all theſe nem unſound Opinions to dwindle into one, 


and that, in my Judgment, neither new nor un- 


fond. Parmenianirs, the Donatiſt, had ſomewhere 
tuppoted the Biftop to be Medtatorem inter Daly 
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Y DPopulum. St. Auguſtin writing againſt him, 
proves, that as he 1s the Propitiation tor our Sins, 
and fits at the right Hand of God making Inter- 
cetfion tor us, Chriſt only could be our Mediator. 
But then certainly in this Senſe Parmenian neither 
dil nor could meanit; and as for the Office in the 
Senſe Mr. Dodwell takes it, he proves it as old as 
Ii, and as competent to the Chriſtian as the 
Ley tical Pri:fthood. But Mr. Tallents neither offers 
any thing againft his Arguments, nor brings any 
thing to make good his own Charge, but like a 
P pe, pro Cabedra, deines a ſingle Aſſertion to be in 
th plural new and umſonnd e Who would 
no: be a Preſbyterian, if his Privilege and Authority 
muſt be ſo great as to ſtop any Man's Mouth with 
his bare zpſe dixit? 

(7.) A Man, who accuſeth others of ſpeaking 
hard Words, ought to carry his own Cup even, 
that he bs uot found guilty of the ſame Fault 
and yet this whole Chapter, which conſiſteth 
chiefly of Complaints, is ſtuffed with malicious 
Inſinuations, not only cauſeleſly ſpeaking evil of 
Perſons, but what in him lyes expoſing them to 
the Diſpleaſure of the Civil Power, as particular- 
ly in this Paragraph (p. 3.) There are (ſaith he) 
Divers that ſeem to take occaſſon to write againſt the 
Diſſenters, that they may revile many of the Biſhops, 
Sc. Writing nie Diſſenters may miniſter a 
fit occaſion to ſpeak for Biſhops, and to defend 
Epiſcopacy, but not eaſily to write either againſt 
1t or them. But how comes our Author to be ſo 
tender of the Biſhops ? Heretofore they uſed to be 
e Babylomſh, Antichriſtian, and what not; 
whence is this wonderful Change? I hope no Ei- 
ſbops are coming over to the Diſſenters ; if any be, 
the Diſſenters muſt ſo far carry the Cauſe, and the 
others loſe it; but I hope I ſhall never ſee that 
Day. But however this he ſaith is done, and the 
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(20) 


eaſily forgive my ſelf. And truly though moved & 


with Indignation, it came from me with $7774 und Pre 
Regret, to fee, that a Man or Mr. 21, Age an 
and Learning ſhould make uſe of his A ty to cei 


impdſe ſuch a palpable Falſhuod upon: * iſtian Bu 
World : But if the Reader pleaſe to turn to p. 178, di 


and 179 of my Book, and there ſee what drew Ser 
that Cenſure from me, if he be a Man impartial, N. 
and but moderately skill'd in Antiquity, he will Le: 
* fay, that the Man, who aſſerts ſuch things, muſt an! 
have loſt either his Judgment or his C n{crence. th 
(6.) Doubtleſs it was with deſign to draw the 25 
Odium of the Party upon me, that he accuſeth th 
me of need!eſly cat ing Dirt upon Mr, Baxter. Now no! 
when ſuch Men are propoſed as a Pattern for all mu 
Mens Imitation, I think it not needleſs to ſhew his 
what they are, leſt Men addicted to follow, ſhould ( 
pin their Faith on a wrong Sleeve. But if I did har 
caſt any Dirt, it was of his ou making, I only tha 
gave him his own; IT ſpake nothing but Truth, anc 
which though ſome Men will blame, yet it will chi; 
not be famed. I find the Perſons of ſome Schiſ- Infi 
matichs are ſo Sacred, that neither their Errors, nor Per 
their Failings muſt be mention'd, as if they were the 
tuch Saints, who could do nothing amiſs. But ly 
| he thinks he is even with me in falling upon Dir 
Mr. Dadwell; and though he ſaith, that be 10 Di / 
where reflected on him, yet in the ſame place confeſ- Cc. 
ſeth he ſaid,” that he had advanced ſoms new and fit 
wound Opinions; but this I warrant you is 210 Epi, 
Rejicttion He tells not what thoſe new and un- it o 
found Opinions are, but refers in his Margin to tenc 
the Book, entituled, De Jure Laicorum Sacerdotali. 44 
And when I came to examine the Place, I found whe 
all theſe zew n1ſound Opinions to dwindle into one, V. 
and that, in my Judgment, neither new nor un- the 
found. Parmenianits, the Donatiſt, had ſomewhere oth 


tuppoted the Ziftop to be Medtatorem inter Doty 
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£ Populum. St. Auguſtin writing againſt hin, 
proves, that as he is the Propitiation for our Sins, 
and fits at the right Hand of God making Inter- 
cethon tor us, Chriſt only could be our Mediator. 
But then certainly in this Senſe Parmenian neither 
did nor could mean it; and as for the Office in the 
Senſ: Mr. Dodwell takes it, he proves it as old as 
M/s, and as competent to the Chriſtian as the 
Leu tical Pri:fthood. But Mr. Talents neither offers 
any thing againft his Arguments, nor brings any 
thing to make good his own Charge, but like a 
P pe, pro Cabedra, defines a ſingle Aſertion to be in 
th plural new and umſonnd Gee Who would 
no: be a Preſbyterian, if his Privilege and Authority 
muſt be ſo great as to ſtop any Man's Mouth with 
his bare zpſe dixit? 

(7.) A Man, who accuſeth others of ſpeaking 
hard Words, ought to carry his own Cup even, 
that Ie bs uot found guilty of the ſame Fault; 
and yet this whole Chapter, which conſiſteth 
chiefly of Complaints, 1s ſtuffed with malicious 
Inſinuations, not oply cauſeleſſy ſpeaking evil of 
Perſons, but what in him lyes expoſing them to 
the Diſpleaſure of the Civil Power, as particular- 
ly in this Paragraph (p. 3.) There are (faith he) 
Divers that ſeem to take occafion to write againſt the 
Diſſenters, that they may revile many of the Biſhops, 
Oc. Writing uct Diſſenters may miniſter a 
fit occaſion to ſpeak for Biſhops, and to defend 
Epiſcopacy, but not eaſily to write either againſt 
it or them. But how comes our Author to be ſo 
tender of the Biſhops ? Heretofore they uſed to be 
pit. Babylomſh, Antichriſtian, and what not; 
whence is this wonderful Change? I hope no Ai. 
ſhops are coming over to the Diſſenters ; if any be, 
the Diſſenters muſt ſo far carry the Cauſe, and ths 
others Joſe it; but I hope I ſhall never ſee that 
Day. But however this he ſaith is done, and the 
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( 22 ) 
Deſign of it is to raiſe Diviſions in the Nation, and 
of theſe Men he ſaith I am one; yea, and which 
with him is a Racity, he will prove it too; for ſts 
he tells you I ſaid, that the Church of England ts an 
in Danger. And when he had produced, but with- 
al maugled ſeveral Sayings of mine, which ſeem'd ha 
to prove it ſo, he makes this Inference: So be is fit 
ons of thoſe, who, as her Majeſty ſaith, ( according tle 
to the Votes of both Houſes of Parlzament ) endeavour fi 
to foment Ani moſities, to cover Deſigns they dare not na 
188 own, falſely ſuggeſting the Church of Eng- di 
and, as by Law eſtabliſbed, to be in Danger at this be 


time, This is ſomewhat an ungenerous way of lan 
Proceedings, when a Man cannot anſwer his Ad- ol 
verſaries Arguments, to ſet the Government up- Re 
on his Back. But hold, Sir, is every Diſputant ha 
bound to be a Prophet ? That Book was written NC 
before that Vote paſs'd ; and muſt I be made an it 
Offender againſt that, which was not in being? it 
This is true Fanatick Moderation, and plainly ag 
ſhews us, what Quarter we ſhall find, if they get W 
the Power in their Hands. But notwithſtandin; th 
your ill Defigns, and that you thought you had mM 
caught me ſafe in a Trap, I will not part with you im 
thus. In requital of your many Stories, give 25 
me leave to tell you a ſhort one. At the time a 
when that Vote paſs'd a Gentleman met his * 
Friend, who ask*d him, What Mews? Great News, 81 
reply d the Gentleman. What I pray, ſaid the Its 
other? Why, ſaid the Gentleman, The Church 7s leſ 
wet in Danger. H ſo, quoth his Friend, is the fa 
Devil dead? I doubt not, but that the Promiſe of ſa 
God ſtandeth firm, and that in ſpite of the Ma- oll 
lice of Men and Devils, he will have a Church be 


on Earth to the end of the World ; whatever 
Troubles it may fall under, or Dangers threaten, 
they ſha!l never prevail for its utter Ruin: But 
then as tor particular Churches, Members of the 


* - . 


univerſal Church, 1 know no Security they have 
of their Perpetuity , other than by ſecuring 
God's Protection by their immoveable and con- 
ſtant adhering to the Faith and Truth; it is not 
an Arm of Fleſß that can ſave them, if they for- 
fake God; particular Churches may fail, they 
have failed. Therefore if we may not ſpeak po- 
ſitively, give me leave in purſuance of that Gen- 
tleman's Friend's Method, to propoſe a few Que- 
tions to you. Do you think, that the Determ1- 
nation of any Man, or Body of Men, which 1s 
directly contrary to the Nature of the thing, can 
be valid, and hold good? Has the Church of Em- 
land any Divine Charter or Privilege tor her Secu- 
rity, which the Afratick Churches mentioned in the 
Revelations, and the once famous African Churches 
had not, which are all now gone and come to 
nothing ? Can a Church, which is Militant, which 
it cannot be without Enemies, thence infer that 
it is in o Danger? We wreſtle, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
againſt Principalities and Powers, againſt ſpiritual 
Widk-dneſs in higb Places, is there no Danger from 
them? Is there no Danger from Hereticks, Schiſ- 
maticks, corrupt Members, Men of leud Principles and 
immoral Lives, Deiſts, Atheiſts, and all theſe ſwarm- 
ing like Egyptian Locufts ? Is there no Danger, when 
a Church 18 deſpiſed, and Religion made a Scoff ? 
Whether is more likely, that a hamane Vote ſhould 
give certain Security to a Church, or rather increaſe 
its Danger, by making all thoſe frarle/s and care- 
l:{s, who rely on it? Till you give me a ſatis- 
factory Anſwer to theſe Querics, if I may not 
ſay, the Church is in Danger, I will not ſay it is 
out of Danger, And fo I leave you to make the 
belt Advantage of the Indidn:ent, which you 
have drawn up againſt me. 


C 4 (8.) The 
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(8.) The next is a horrid Outcry againſt me, 
to excite the Rage of the whole Party, and ſet 
them on my Back, for . uſing violent and bitter 
_— againſt the Preſlyterians, and ripping up in 
the moit tragical Expreſſtoms, the Evils and Mijertes 
of the unhappy War begun in 1641, You had better 
have let this paſs; tor if the Expreſſions were bit- 
ter, they were notoriouſly true, and ſuitable to 
the Actions which they ſet forth; and in ripping 
up this, you only proclaim your own Shame, 
How prodigiouſly wicked muſt thoſe things be, 
the very true relation of which ſeem bitter and 
ungrateful > Things muſt be told as they are, 
though they {ſtrike with Horror, Would you 
have a Man paint the Devil white, or repreſent a 
Serpent like an Agel ? Our Presbyterians and Inde- 

endents ſeem in this Caſe worſe than the Fews ; 
for though their Fathers kill'd the Prophets, their 
Children built their Sepulchyes ; but our Saints not 
only juſtify the Actions, hut do all they can to 
blacken the Memory of thoſe righteous Perſons, whom 
their Fath:rs murdered. Let us ſee you renounce 
thoſe Principles, repent of thoſe Sins, deteſt ſuch 
Aion, and then you ſhall no longer be reproach'd 
with their Crimes, your Teeth ſhall not be ſet on 
edge with the ſowre Grapes your Fathers haye 
eaten : But while you tread in the ſame Steps, 
and juſtify their Doings, how can we think o- 
therwtſe, but that if you had the Power, you 
want not the Vill to be the ſame Men? So Ithink 
he need not have been at the Pains to prove his 
Accuſation, though I am ſorry there ſhould be 
Cauſe for ſuch Bitterneſs; but he will do it, and 
to that end refers in his Margin to no leſs than 
nine Places in my Book, and rambles from p. 4. 
to p. 22%. and all to patch a few Scraps together 
ina wy Lines, which if he had cited truly, would 
have made ſeveral Pages; and I yrould have given 


hin 


(25) 
im Thanks, if he had done ſo; for the Truth 
would have ſpoke for it ſelf; and indeed though 
he mincet!: it, yet he offers not to ſpeak a Word 
againſt the Truth of what I ſaid, till he comes to 
he preſent Scotch Affair concerning the AZ, that 
It Hall be Death for any to peak or write in behalf of 
piſcopacy. As to which he faith thus : Upon En- 
quiry, I find there is no ſuch Law as he here intimates. 
find ſome Men can ſay any thing, and never 
bluſh ; but I will try if I can find it for you, to 
your Shame, if you have any. The molt exem- 
lary Death is the Puniſhment of Treaſon; and 
f it be made Treaſon to ſpeak or write in behalf 
pf Epiſcopacy, then I think I may 4 it is Death; 
and whether it be ſo or not, will hence appear. 
n an Act preſented in the Parliament of Scotland 
n the Year 1703, it was propoſed, that it ſhould 
de Treaſon to quarrel, impugn, or endeavour, by wri- 
ing, or malicious and adviſed ſpeaking, or other open 
{t or Deed, to alter, or innovate the Claim of Right, 
r any Article thereof. Now one Article in the 
laim of Right is for aboliſhing Epiſcopacy. There 
ere very hot Debates upon this 4, eſpecially 
pon the Word endeavour, which might be ſtretcht 
o ſuch a Senſe as to Fetter Men in their daily Con- 
erſation, and bring Men of all ſorts into daily Snares. 
But there was a Gentleman, the Repreſentative of 
Northern Shire, where they were generally.diſpos'd 
pr Epiſcopacy , who put this modeſt Queſtion , 
Fbether if after this any Body of Men ſhould, i Duty 
o their own Opinion, in a very regular way addreſs the 
rarlament for a Refification of the preſent Presbytes 
ian Eftabliſhment, it might not import High 22 2 
t was anſwered by Sir V. H. one of the Judges, 
pat it would not preclude them from addreſing for a 
oleration : But if after the At ſhould be paſt, any 
body (ſhould own that he thought Mꝛesbyterian 
bovernment waz a wzong E/fabliſhment of Church, 
1 over x= 


. 


Gi ia 
Government ; or that be thought» Epiſcopacy otghtil 
to be reſfo?'d 3 it was bis Opinion, that by that Ant. 
they were guilty of High Treaſon. And yet for 
all this the Ad paſsd, and ever ſince they have 
been deny'd a Toleration. And yet if theſe Men 
had a Tolration to exerciſe their Miniffry, they 


muſt not defend it ; = — — _ for hey 
Epi ſcopacy, or againſt Preſbytery, they might be 
2 this Act, and rack! up and hang'd, nd 


or have their Heads chopt off. Are not theſe poor 
Men in a fine Condition, who muſt not ſo much 
as ſcratch where they itch ; nor ſpeak the leaſt 
Word for that, which upon mature Deliberation 
they think themſelves bound in Conſcience to 
own? By this you may perceive, with how much 
Truth-it is ſpoken by the Perſon, whom you 
cite, That there needed no Law for Toleration, wher: 
there was no Law to inhibit, if ſpoken ſince the Ac: 
Nor were theſe things done in a Corner, fo that 
ordinary Induſtry might have found them, But 
none ſo blind as they that will not fee ; I hope 
you were aſham'd to own it. , 
(9.) He goes on with his Accuſations thus: 
Vith the ſame Inuſtice be ſeems to imply, that the 
Preſbyterians had a Hand in putting the King to Death WO 1 
if there was any Iynfice, it was that too little 
was faid ; for if I did only imply it then, I ſhall 
ipeak more plainly now; for I think they had 
both Hands in it. They took up Arms, and every 
whers ſtirr d up his own Subjefs againſt him; they 
f-ized his Magazines, his Navy, his Revenues: They 


made him their Mark to ſhoot at, and fougli Ane 
him from time to time, and murdered his faithfulW101: 
Silja; they ſtript him of all Power and Auto the! 
rity, of all Mears to live on, and even of Lien witk 
it ſelf; and pray what then was become of th edne 
irg In theſe Circumſtances he might be Noms fart! 
but not Re a Kivg, and could expect nothing but bein 
ITE | | DNeati Hon 


— 
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eatb, becauſe thereon depended their own Secu- 

For if their Principles would have ſuffered 
yet they durſt not relfors him to his juft Power 
nd Authority, becauſe they thought their Crimes 
ncapable of Forgiveneſs ; and what then could 
ey propoſe to themſelves but to make him a- 
ay ? They brought the Sacrzfice to the Block, 
nd left the Independents to be the Executioners. 
zut ſaith our Author, it's evident to all that are not 
eſolved to ſhut their Eyes, that the Presbyteriam in 
oth Kingdoms abhoyr'd and oppos'd it, and had a 
reat Hand in reftoring his Son King Charles the 2d. 
grant that ſome of them made a Noiſe, but 
hy ? Were they as forward to reſcue him out of 
hat Condition, as they were to bring him into 
t? No ſuch Matter, but they made a buſtle and 
| Stir for their own ſakes, not bis. The Indepen- 
lents had then hoiſted them out of the Saddle, 
and would not ſuffer them to perfect their Work. 
They were mad, that when they had fought the 
Battles, another ſhould run away with the Booty; 
and they did hope by this Means to have ſhock'd 
he Independents Power, and to get into Play again; 
lo it was for their own Intereſt, not from any 
Principle of Loyalty, that they did thus. Their 
ormer Actions ſhew'd their Principles, this was 
only the Fruits of their D:ſappointment. 

(10) If it were true, which he ſaith in reference 
to King Charles the 2d, yet to break a Man's 
Head, and then give him a Haiſer, is but a ſorry 
Amends. + But it was not ſo well. There were 
ſome, who like thoſe, who follow'd 4bſalom in 
the Simplicity of their Souls, at firſt took part 
with the Rebels; but afterwards ſeeing the Wick: 
edneſs of their Doings, and apprehending their 
farther Deſigns, repented truly of their Folly and 

eing drawn in. This was the Caſe of the Great 
Houtroſſe, and I beligye gf ſeveral others, who 
overlived 
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oyerlived him to ſee the Reſtoration of King Charles, 
but then they forſook the Party, as — as their 
Practice, and ſo are not to be accounted their: 
Others perceivingthe Work would be done, whether 
they would or not, thought it the ſafeſt way to 
face about for the preſent, and ſeem for it, that 
they might ſave their own Bacon, and have the 
Benefit of a general Pardon, and I think th. King 
was not much indebted to them. Others there 
were, who had feather'd their Neſts, and were Men 
of Power, who ſeeing it would otherwiſe be done 
without them, ſtruck in, and acted vigorouſly, o yo 
but with a Deſign, and with Aſſurance, that they 
ſhould get into Places of Power and 1%; and 
thereby be enabled to hold up the Heads of their 
drocying Party, to muddle the King's Councils, and 
make way for an aſter-Game z and this is plain o or 
from the frequent Plots, and continual Trou! les 
and Convulſions, which attended the greatelt pa:t 
of his Reign, that he was never in Safety, till hie 
learnt not to truſt them, but found out the Way, 
and took the Courage to rule them, which was 
not till near the latter end of his Time; and 
thoſe few were the quieteſt and happieſt Days, 
which England hath ſeen for many Years. But 
this fort oft Men, who by ſome are accounted his 
beſi Friends, are by others thought to have been 
his molt dangerous Enemes. | 
(11.) After foul Weather comes fair, but with 
a Fanatick it never holds long, When he had 
loaded me with all that he thought could make 
me odious, he comes to offer Terms of Peace, ſuch 
as he never intends to keep; and, perhaps, ſome 
of them ought not to be accepted. Let us (faith 
he, p. 5. ) forbear theſe Things, ſince there are Perſons 
of large Souls, that ſpeak and write of them far above 
our poor pedntick Way. But have not thoſe large 
Sou's large Conſciences too, that can ſwallow any 
| 4 thing, 


ing 
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les hing, and had rather any thing ſhould take 
their lace than right? There were lately a Club of 
bein ve Souts, who wrote a celebrated Book of the 
ther igbts of the Church, wherein they have ſtript her 
y tolfMtark naked, and left her without any Rights at 
that ll; theſe were large Souls indeed who ſwept all 


there theſe the Men you mean? There are a parcel 


Ling Beans, Debauchees , Banterers, and Prieff-craft- 
here en, who ſtick at nothing that may gratify their 
Men /e or their Hamours, and can be either Occaſo- 
lone C:nrformifts, or none at all, as the Worm bites ; 


lo you mean theſe ? For they are very large Souls, 
nd fit to be taken into your Herd of Hereticks 
nd Schiſmaticks to Increaſe the Numbers, of which 
ou boalt. There is a flying Squadron, common 
y call'd Latitudinarians, who peremptorily aſſert 
jo one Form of Church-Government , but can 
omply with any ; of theſe (as will appear here- 
fter) you ſeem to be one in Opinion, however 


e ou come to miſtake it in your Practice: Thefe 
"ay, en too have Souls ſome Sizes larger than they 
was Nught to be; but ſure theſa cannot be the Men 


ou mean; for they can have no Reaſon to give 
ny preſent Eſtabliſhment the leaſt Diſturbance, 
eng oblig d both by Principle and Intereſt to 
omply with it. Well! I cannot certainly diſco- 
er, who thoſe large Soul are; but it ſeems they 
re very knowing Men. For our Author tells us, 
hat they knew thoſe Opinions, the Riſe and Progreſs 


had them, their Tendency, and why they ave ſo earneſtly 
ake d at this Day. I will take it upon his Word, 
uch Mather than diſpute it ; for what other Men 
me now, I cannot tell; but they may know theſe 
ith Things, and yet make no good Uſe of their 
ſons Nnowledge: And till he or they make a Diſco- 
Love EY, I know not what to ſay to it. | 


(12.) He proceeds thus: Let us leave State- 
Matters to our Rukrs, Fhat is more than ou 
0 


God? (1 Cor. 4.) But as for Prayer, he ſaith well 


God I do ſo: Yea, Sir, I heartily pray for you 


what God made it, but what is right in ever 
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of you will do; for they are for calling them t 
Account, as being only the Peoples Truftees. Bu 
I am glad you are of that Mind, if you can hol 
ſo; I deſire not to internieddle with State- Matten 
but leave it to the Civil Power, which will | 
anſverable to God, if they do amiſs : But the 
may not a Minifter of Jeſus Chriſt concern hin 
ſelt for Religimm 2 I thought God had intruſte 
that with his Oficers and Miniſters; and that 1 
was their Duty, to their utmoſt Power, to 
it pure and intire, whatever they ſuffer d. B 
even in this Fit of Kindneſs, he cannot forbe: 
a Fling at me; for after his Exhortation to leay 
State-Matters to our R:1lers, he adds, and not tel 
them as be doth ; and then cites a Paſſage, whid 
was ſpoken concerning Heathen Religion and Gove 
ours; and leaves a Sentence out of the middle d 
it, that he might make it ſeem to reflect on th 
preſent Times. But this I muſt forgive him; fa 
it is his Privilege to cite me unfairly, and h 
makes uſe of it all along. Pt 

- (12.) This done, he returns to his Exhortatio 
and Prayers, and ſaith, let us pray unfeignedly fo 
them, Cc. and amongſt the reſt, mind our Work 1 
our Places. But is having no Care or Concern foi 
Religion, but let others make what they will d 
it, doing our Work in our Places ? Is this to be A 
miſters of Chriſt , and Stewards of the Myſteries 9 


For whether we reap Benefit by them, or ſuf 
under them, we ought to pray for them; it is 0 
Comfort, when we are protected, our Refuge, whe! 
we are afiited. I know it is my Duty to pra 
for all Men, even for my Enemies; and I than 


that you may not go out of the World with thel 
unhappy Sentiments, which render Religion, not 


Man 
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an's own Eyes; from whence muſt unavoida- 
Bly follow Irreligion and Confuſion : The beſt 
len have Sins enough of their own to an- 
wer for, they need not have other Mens to fol- 
ow them. But when you tell us, what you 
yould have done, and that doubtleſs to ſecure the 
Scheme and Practice of Religion you have pro- 
ood, ity 6 you tage? re 
he ancient Minifters of Chriſt did. The holy Apo- 
les and ancient Miniſters of Chriſt freely offered 
heir Lives for a Sacrifice, but never made a Pre- 
ent of their Religion to any Rulers whatſoever ; 
hey judg'd Schiſm to be the Plague of the Church, 
ind moſt dangerous to Mens Souls. Your Project 
pf Occaſional 1 would have been anathema- 
tized by them, who ſo deteſted the intermingling 
ith Schiſmaticks, that they avoided them in 
ommon Converſation, and would not ſtay in the 
ame common Bath, where a Heretick was. I 
beſeech you, 'Sir, for your own ſake, to beware, 
ow you draw in the Holy Apoſtles and ancient 
Miniſters, to countenance and encourage the Looſ- 
w2ſs and Viciouſneſs of the Age. 


CHAP. 


laying hold on him; The other, to check this 


thould have made ſomewhat of the Controverſy; 


(32) 
CHAP: II. 


Concerning his Way of anſwering, 1. Of dying i 
Schiſ! — and fed 1000 can be ſav'd A yo Of 
the 2 Notions of Schiſm, 4. Of the preſant 
Schiſm, 5. C Baptiſm, Opus operatum, and 
Fuſtification, 6, 7, 8. He exclaims againſt Popery, 
and belps to make Papiſts, 9. Hit Confeſſion, and 
the Conſequence of it, 10, Of being under Brſhops, 
and of the At for Uniformity, 11. Whether Sepa- 
ration from Churches without Biſhops, be Schiſmas 
tical, 12. Differences not amounting to Schiſm, 13. 
Of Schiſm in and from a Church. 14. The 4 
greement and Diſagreement of St. Cyprian, and 
St. Stephen Piſhop of Rome, and the Anſwer to 
Ar. Hooker, 15. | | 


H 2d Chapter concerning Schiſm con- 
ſiſts of a curtai!'d Repetition of what be 
faid, and I ſaid, and ſett ing down his Opinion and i 
Opinion concerning Schiſin, and the latter not very 
fairly: But as for the Arguments wherewith I con- 
firmed my Opinion, he meddles not with them. 
How this amounts either to a Confutation of mine, 
or an Eftabliſhment of his cwn Opinion, paſſeth my 
Underſtanding. There was a Perſon, whom 
Mr. Tall-nts very well knew, who happen'd to en- 
gage with a Fanatick in a Diſpute; the Fanatick's 
Tongue ran like a Whirligig, and he rambled 
from one thing to another, that there was no 


extravagant Humour, and to — him cloſe if 
potlible to ſomething, betook himfelf to a Syllo 
giſtical Diſcourſe, which one would have thought 


but his Adverfary bad a I. ick beyond his Logich 
| . af 
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for let him bring as many Syllogrſms as he would, 
he never regarded the Premiſes, but always ſtoutly 
deny'd the Concluſion; and at this Rate they 
might have diſputed in infritum, for there could 
be no end of it. There are a ſort of Men, who 
whatever they can't anſwer, they call carnal Rea- 
ing; and then it is exploded for wſantified 
Btuff : But Mr. Tallents is a Man of known natural 
P") MF Abilities, improved with all ſorts of acquired 


Fein Learning; from whom another ſort of Treatment 
955 might be reaſonably expected; but while he ſets 
x P don after his way, what he will have to be my 
13 Opinion, but never offers to invalidate the Rea- 
„ ns, wherewith Iprov'd it; what is this, better 


or worſe but a meer denying the Concluſion? I 
muſt therefore crave leave to paſs by many of his 
Repetitions of what He ſaid and I ſaid, which 
have been already either anſwerd on the one hand, 
or prov'd on the other, as being only nauſeous to 


con-Wthe Reader, and not deſerving farther notice: 
at heut where he advanceth any thing, which may 
dm eem to be a farther Advantage to his Cauſe, I 


all not willingly and knowingly let it lip 
ithout ſome ſuch U as 1t deferves, 
(2.) He begins thus : I was griev'd to find divers 
ay, that they who dye in Schiſm, cannot be ſaved 


| MY ggg apply it to the Proteſtant Diſſenters in England, 
hom ba: ho are guilty o Schiſm, and are in that ſad Con- 
en iin. It ſeems there had been no great harm in 
= t, if it had not been apply'd to the Proteſtant 
| 


Diſenters in England; but let them look to it; for 
yhat Privilege they have above other Schiſmaticks, 
know not. And if you were (as you ſay) grie- 
ed at this, beware there be not too much Cauſe 


vll or it: For ſuppoſe this ſhould prove a Truth, 
ught Bhat a Condition are you in? The Damnation 
rſy þ pf how many Souls will belay'd to your Charge, 
gick, 


ho all your Days have been a ſtrenuous Promo- 
| D_ ter 


them, to repreſent them odious, which is a ſhame- 


none of ours, who make this an univerſal Rule, 


. ved ; but withal that if any be ſaved, they are 
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ter of Schiſm, and an Encourager of Schiſmaticks, 
and have ſowcd thoſe Seeds, which may rixen 
the Ground, propagate, and grow up a hundred 
Years after you are dead ? Such a dreadtul Ac- 
count can be but ſmall Comfort and Encourage- 
nient for any Man to make or promote Schi/z, 
which you your ſelf acknowledge in ſome Caſes 
to be damnable ; and I am afraid all thoſe Ingre- 
dients would be found among the preſent Schl 
maticks, if they were thoroughly examined. 

(3.) But aſter all it had been fairer Dealing in 
Mr. Tallents, to have ſet down other Mens Opinions 
in their own Words, and not make Opinions for | 


leſs but common Practice with Diſſenters. I know 


That they who dye in Schiſm, caunot be ſav'd. That 
which I ſaid, and ſtill do ſay, is, That Schiſ⸗- 
maticks (ſuch as I meant) are out of the ordina- 
ry way. of Salvation; I did not limit God's ex- 
traordinary Mercies, which are at his Diſpoſal, 
not ours; which nevertheleſs is no Encourage- 
ment to Schiſm, becauſe they cannot be rely'd 
on with any Certainty quoad nos. I did make a 
difference between the Deceivers and the Decei- 


not ſaved quatenus Schiſmaticks, but as ſmcere, as 
of a meek and quiet Spirit, and in a Preparation of 
Mind to receive and obey the Truth. Such we 
charitably hope may find Mercy, but have no 
Aſſurance of it. For I know not how Salvation 
can be obtain'd the ordinary way, but by bein 
Members of Chriſt's Body, from which the Schif 
maticks I ſpoke of are cut of, and I had prov'd 
thein ſo to be: And this is ſufficient Anſwer to 
what tollows, p. 6. | 
(1.) When he had repeated his own Notion of 
Schiſm, p. 7, he next faith, that I make Schiſm 
| quite 
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icks, WM quite another thing. *Tis true, that I did not think 
ixen Many ſelf obliged ſo to dance after his Pipe, as to 
dred I treat of all the forts of Schiſm his fertil Brain 
Ac- N could deviſe; but rather to reduce the Diſcourſe 
to the Schiſm now on foot, to enquire, whether it 
could be call'd Schiſm or not? What was the Na- 
ture, and what the Danger of it? Here is Altar 
erected againſt Altar, Communion againſt Com- 
munion, and diſtin& Authorities, or at leaſt pre- 
tended Authorities ſet up againſt each other ; 
g in Mtheſe Things we ſee with our Eyes, and hear with 
nons Mour Ears; and what ſhould I call this but Schiſm? 
vill they have us not only to deny our Reaſon, 
but our Senſes too? If he can call little Farrings 
amongſt Members of the ſame Communion Schiſin, 


now 

zule, Nis not ſeparating from the Church, and oppoſing the 

That ne Communion more fo ? Here muſt be a Fault, 
and that too no ſmall Fault, on one ſide or the 


ther; this is what we are concern'd in, and 
ought to enquire where the Fault lyes, and how 


C- 
oſal, Wt may be amended, and not to pick Straws, and 
age · Niunt after ſuch Notions of Schiſm as are nothing 
yd eo our Purpoſe. 
ke a (5.) But he would allow me any Notion of 
ecei- chiſm, if I would be fo civil as to part with the 
are true one; and that which angers the good Man, 
„ as Ws, that (as he ſaith) I will have nothing, in effect. 
mn of be Schiſm, but a Separaticn from Dioceſan Bi- 
we 5 and follow Mr. Dodwell, &c. My Notion of 
> no chiſm is the ſame I had long before I knew 
tion Mr. Dodwell, but if his and mine agree, I think I 
cing Need not be aſham'd of fo pious and learned a 
chil- an's Concurrence. As for Mr. Dodwell, if his 
ov'd | legation be true, his Reaſon is good; for if (as you 
r to Make him ſay) the Greatneſs and Miſchievouſneſs 
ag * were zmpoſſuble to be ſhewn upon bis Adver- 
n of {I -7'es Principles, then a true Notion of Schiſm 


ould not be fetch from thence. But to the Pur- 
D 2 poſe, 


Pains: For why elſe ſnould he call it ſuch an 


9 
poſe, what is it we are talking about? Whom 1s 
it you cry down, but Biſhops * What Communion 
is it you oppoſe, but Epiſcopal ? What is it you 
quarrel, but the Order and Decency therein? Though 
you ſhould divide and ſubdivide into a thouſand 
Parties, yet while your Faces ſeem to look ſeveral 
Ways, you are all like Samſon's Foxes ty'd together 
by the Tails, and join all your Forces againff 
Epiſcopal Communion : If your Invention could 
firnith us with a hundred forts of Schiſms, 1 
ſhould not think you very well employ'd ; but 
when you have done all you can, this is the 
Schiſm, which now reigns, and wherewith we arc 
concern'd ; this 1s what the Fathers meant b 
Schiſm,and which they ſo ſeverely cenſure, thoug 
Mr. Tallents, who will be wiſer than them all, 
thinks them little better than Fools for their 


extravagant Opiniem as deſtroys it ſelf * And this i 
that Schiſin, of which Mr. Dodwell, in the Lan 
guage of the Ancients, ſpeaks ſuch dreadful things, 
as are enough to make any Schiſmatick quake and 
tremble, and cry out, What ſhall I do to be ſaved* 
it he would conſider them as he ought to do, 
But theſe the S2[-pzan Mufti will allow to be no 
more than Great Words ; and then crys out, But 
upon what Foundation are theſe great Things built! 
On falſe ones, (p. 9.) But that he might not al 
ways ſpeak like au Oracle, he ſeems here to offe 
at ſomething like Proof. For in his Margin he 
refers to ſeveral Places in the Book of Se para. 
tion, Cc. but then ſets not down Mr. Dodwell's 
Words, but makes him ſay, what he pleaſeth; 
and in ſuch a manner, that you would thank 
Mr. Dodwell had dreſs d up a Chriſtian, without 
either Faith, or Prayer, or Attendance to the 
Word , whereas indeed he is ſo far from excluding, 
that he includes theſe things; but withal It 
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arther urges (if I miſtake him not) that Chriſt ;- 
n are a Society, and that the Influence deriv'd 


om is 
Aon 


you from the Head to the Members, is to them as Mem- 
iough ers of Chriſt's Body; and that to intitle us to the 
uſand Covenant, and the Benefits of it, we are oblig d 
veralhot only to the Performgnce of the Conditiom, 
zet her uch as Faith and good Works, but to the external 
aint WSolemnities of the Covenant; ſuch as being lawtully 
could admitted, and doing all thoſe Acts, which are 
ns, IM cquired in it as a Society; and this he largely 
; butMproves : But againſt thoſe Arguments Mr. Tallents 
s thefWoffers not a Syllable, and indeed it is not his way, 
re are hut rather to deny Concluſions, and miſrepreſent 
it by ens Sayings ; only in oppoſition thereto he ſets 
ough]Mdown his own Opinion, wherein he ſeems not to 
1 all. require any thing elſe but Faith to conſtitute a 


their 


briſtian, and that too in his narrow Notion of 
ch an 


it; whereby, in the direct Conſequence, he over- 


his »vthrows Chriſtiauity as an Incorporation and Society, 
Lan expunges at leaſt one of the Articles of our Creed, 
ing, and makes the Sacraments uſel2ſs. If this Doctrine 
e and muſt prevail, it will bring Chriſtianity to a very 
aved lirivell'd thing in a little time. But I muſt beg 
o do. Mr. Dodwell's Pardon for engaging in his Quarrel, 
be no who is nuch better able to defend himſelf; for 
t, Bufhwhich Reaſon I think to leave it to him for the 


future. | 
(6.) From this ſtrange way of pleading, he 
- ; 


draws as ftrange an Inference thus: So this bold 
in be Opixion is built on falſe and Popiſh Growids, And 
para aiſeth negative Propoſitions, which are far from 
dwell being the Conſequence of the Doctrine he raves 
eth againſt, inſtead of confuting it; and then makes 
think Buſtle about Baptiſm z whether it be neceſſary 
thou to Salvation not only neceſſitate pracept?, but neceſi- 
o the ate nedii; and then rings the Changes upon opus 
ding eratum and opus operantis, and talks of Juſtifica- 
al he von by Faith without the Uſe of the Sacraments; 
arther D 3 fox 
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for what elſe can be the meaning of what of k 
he makes ſome ſay, That the Grace of Juffi- I wit! 
fication cannot be obtain'd by Faith without them ? 910 . 
P. 10. 9 
(7.) As to the Charge concerning Baptiſm, he MW 7" 
conſiders not whom te condemns ; he pretends MW © © 
ſometimes to have a great Veneration for St. Au- lots 
guſtin, but now he makes him a Papiſt + For it is No 


well known, and I believe he himſelf is not 1gno- 
rant, That St. Augaſtin carry'd this Point ſo high, by | 
that he was ſtil'd Durus Pater Infantum. But be it ſhot 
ſo, that the Papiſfs hold Baptiſm neceſſary not whe 
only neceſttate precepti, but medi, if they hold it | 
in the ordinary way, without Limitation of he 


God's extraordinary Merc ies, I ſee not how the thin 
are blameable for that: Chriſtians are not a looſe i 79% 
Parcel of Men, who are (as they ſay) every one Part 
o' their own Heads, but are Members of a Society, oy 


and of Chriſt's Body; and the ordinary way 1 

of Admittance into that Society is, by Baptiſm. 1ſhl 
Confider the Caſe of the believing Eunuch, and of (£ 
Cornelius (Alls 8. and 10.) the one frankly pro- (ans 
feſo d his Faith, on the other fell the Holy Ghoſt ; ill 


the one gave as fair a Teſtimony as could be er- Axic 
pected, that he was 2 dure Believer, and this the 7 

rather to be credited, becauſe the Hand of God that 
was plainly in it; the other had the Teftimony of 3 
Col; and yet neither they, nor Philip, nor Peter, cones 
thought this ſufficient, without Baptiſm : And my 


why atter all this muſt they needs be baptized, 
but that thereby they might be admitted Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Body, and conſequently have a 
Right to the Benefits of it? Can any of your 
Congregation give ſuch Evidence of their Faith 
as theſe Men, who did not think themſelves, nor 
were thought by the Apoſtles, ſafe without Bap- 
tiſm ? | know not whether it be a more foolifþ or 


kn.vi/ſh Part of ſome Men, when they are deſtitute 
0 


(39) 


of better Arguments, to cry out Popery, and that 
witha Deſign to fright others from Truth. If every 
thing the Papiffs hold muſt be Popery, we muſt ex- 
plode the Doctrine of the Trinity, and the Incar- 
nation: However weak Men may delude others, 
or themſelves by this Means; yet ſuch as Mr. Tal- 
leuts ought to diſtinguiſh between what they hold 
as the common Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and 
what is peculiar and proper to themſelves, where- 
by they diſtinguiſh themſelves from others. I 
ſhoul1 be afraid to oppoſe my Adverſary , 
when he is in the right ; leſt I ſhould give 
him too much Reaſon to diſregard me, when 
he is in the wrong. But to condemn any 
thing, it is enough with our Author to ſay, the 
Pipiſts hold it, not conſidering whether in that 
Particular they are in the right or the wrong; 
which gives them no ſmall Advantage and Repu- 
tation, when by that means a plain Truth 1s too- 
liſhly cry'd down, 

(8.) His little learned Diſcourſe of Opus qpera- 
tum and Juſtification, is not only confus'd, but 
ill and falſly apply'd. I think the common 
Axiom may be here allow'd, that Quicquid rec ipi- 
tur, recipitur ad moduni Recipientis; and therefore 
that fit Diſpoſitions, ſuck as Faith, good Affe- 
ctions, and holy Deſires, are requiſite to qualify 
the Receiver to reap the Benefits of the Sacra- 
ments; but this hinders not, but that conſider'd 
in themſelves, and in their own Nature, they 
may, by Virtue of Chriſt's Inſtitution and the 
Covenant of Grace, have a Power to ſeal and 
confirm our Intereſt in Chriſt, and confer far- 
ther Grace; as Gold is Gold, and has in it ſelf 
all the Virtues and Properties of Gold, though 
there be no Hand to receive it, nor any Applica- 
tion made of it. And in Juſtification ſure ſome- 
thing more is to be conſider'd than bare Faith, 

| | D 4 ſuch 


40 
ſuch as the Act of God, the Merits of Chriſt, and may 
ſome regard is to he had to the difference of what ther 
they call the prima and the ſecunda Fuſtificatio, as to C 


what is farther required upon a Man's entring in- read 
to a State of Juſtification for his continuance MW help 
therein; and in caſe he fall from it, what is to of t 
be done to recover it. For if he fall into any gair 
grievous Sin, or return to a wicked Courſe of is it 
Life, to ſay, that he ſhall be reſtor'd by acting tha 
his Faith without a preceding Repentance, is a ning 
Doctrine much fitter to confirm Men in Wicked- fore 
neſs, than to oblige them to live as Chriſtians. tho 

(9.) But after all, what is this to the purpoſe ? and 
Our Buſineſs was concerning the preſent Schiſm up | 
or 1 of Churches, (if ſome of them can tho 
be call'd Churches) and what Notion of Schiſm as 2 
was properly applicable thereto. Are theſe Mat- a b 
ters the Cauſe of our preſent Diviſions ? Or hour thi 


do they prove my Notion of Schiſm to be Popiſþ ? tho 
Did Jever aſſert either the Supremacy or Infallibility of? 


of the Pope ? or make him the only inmkdiate are 
Uicar of Chriſt, to whom all others are to live par 
in Subjection? Inſtead of this J made it appear, dal 
that ort and the Papiſts Notion of Schiſm was ONC 
quite different; and farther, that the Notion I you 
propos'd was agreeable to the unanimous Senſe of yo! 
the ancient Fathers, and am ready farther to prove bitt 
it, if need require. You do not give any Anſwer Di 
to, or make the leaſt Attempt to diſprove my Ar- Co 
guments, which qught to have been done; but in thi 
your magiſterial way think it ſufficient, as if you IS 1 
were infallible, to repeat your formier falſe and the 
inſolent Charge, that the Notion is »ew and Fo- do 
oi. If your Say ſo mult prevail, and you are the (.b1 
Man that cannot err, there is an end of all Argu- ſor 
ment; bat, for my part, I have as mean an Opi- Hi. 
nion of the Pope of Shrewsbury, as the Pope of Rome, 1 


and cannot be thus ſatisfy'd, whatever others 
1 may. 


IP 
ww 


yy heaf © 


=; Fr * Las | 2 


419 
may. But, Sir, Fas eft & ab. hoſte doceri; and 
therefore let me requeſt you as a Chriſtian ſeriouſly 
to conſider and beware, that while you are thus 
ready to accuſe every thing of Popery, you do not 
help to make Papiſts, and actually prove to be one 
of their beft Friends : For whilſt you exclaim a- 
gainſt the Doctrine of thoſe holy Fathers as Popiſh, 
18 it not to repreſent them neither better or other 
than Papiſts, and make Popery as old as the Begin- 
ings of Chriſtianity, and to have had a Being be- 
fore it was known or thought of? And when 
thoſe, who in the midſt of Heathens couragiouſly 
and powerfully preach'd the Goſpel of Chriſt, liv d 
up to it, and dy'd for it, are ſet forth as the Au- 
thors of Popiſh Dodrines, will it not ſtagger ſuch, 
as are too apt to believe you, and make them have 
a better Opinion of Popery, than it deſerves, as 
thinking there can be no great hurt in that, which 
thoſe bleſſed Fathers and glorious Martyrs are accus'd 
of ? And ſeemg at this time the Roman Emiſſaries 
are every where ſo buſy, do not you finely pre- 
pare Men to become their Proſelytes, by thus ſcan- 
dalizing the Primitive Chriſtians ? And therefore 
once more I beg of you to conſider, what Service 
you hereby do to the Papiſts, and what Miſchief 
you do to a Church encompaſs d on all Hands with 
bitter Enemies. For ſuppole a Romiſh Prieſt, in 
Diſguiſe, ſhould fall in with any one of your 
Congregation, who, upon your Authority, thinks 
this Notion of Schiſin to be Pipiſh, and that Schiſin 
is no ſuch damnable Sin, as it is repreſented , and 
the other ſhould prove to him (as he may eaſily 


do) that it was the Doctrine of the Primitive 


Church, and of the moſt renown'd Doctors, Confeſ- 
ſors, and Martyrs therein, what could he ſay for 
himſelf? Would he not be driven either perem— 
ny to condemn thoſe bright Lights of the 
urch and Gloxies of Chriſtianity, as Mx 
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(which Impudence it ſelf can hardhy do) or elſe 
to entertain a better Opinion of Popery, and think 
of becoming a Papi with them? Thus by ſlan- 
ddering the Doctrines of the Catholick Church, as 
Popiſh, you make way for Men to become real 
Papifts; you enſnare Souls, and make them ready 
to become a Prey to the Roman Pyrates; you ſpread 
the Net, they only draw it; and do yon think 
you ſhall give no Account for Souls thus loſt by 
your Means? But I leave him to think of this, 
that I may proceed. | 
(10.) After all the foregoing Flatt-r #6 Noiſe, 
he comes to this Confeſſion: I reatly own, it's 
 Schiſm to ſeparate from a Biſhop without a ju Cmſe, 
(p. Io.) Look to it then well, that your Canſe be 
Juſt. For Epiſcepacy being the Government of the 
Primitrve Church, and tranſmitted to us in a fair 
Succeſion, and eftabliſh'd alſo by the Laws of the 
Land, all the Troubles, that have been; all the 
Ravoge, that has been made; all the Blood, that 
has been ſhed ; all the Souls, that have been loft, 
muſt in conſequence of your own Confeſſion lye 
at your Door, if you cannot prove the Cauſe of 
your Separation to be juſt, But he adds: There are 
many juſt Canſes why People may ſeparate from a Bi- 
Hop, bejides thoſe three he mentions. It was not I, 
but you, that firſt mention'd them from Mr. Dod- 
well - But if there be any more ſuch, why do you 
not ſet them down, that we may know them, and 
try whether the preſent Cauſe is concern'd in 
them? All that you have hitherto pretended, I 
have anſwer'd, and ſhewn to be unjuſt already; 
and if you have any more, they ſhall have a fair 
hearing. But our Author takes care to float in 
Generals, and will not endure to come to a parti- 
cular Trial. 
(11.) In the next place therefore he endeavours 
to ſhift off this Plea, though it returns upon * 
G 
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the Diſſenters, at leaſt that are Preſbyterians , for the 
reaſon why they left their e was not a refuſing to 
be under Biſhops, but the 

by the Alt for Unformity, (p. 10,11.) If this be true, 
it is ſpoken to your eternal Shame; for the Per- 
ſons you _ of, were of that ſort of Men, who 
rais'd the War againlt the King, fript him of his 
Crown and Dignty, and even Life it ſelf ; flaugh- 
ter'd his loyal Snbje@s, pull'd down Epiſcopacy, and 
ruin'd the Church. And if it be true, that the 
could have been content to be under Biſhops, wit 
what Conſcience did they commit all thoſe Horri- 
Ble Ontrages, and make the Nation a Field of Blood, 
chiefly with the Defign to root out Epiſcopacy, and 
not ſuffer a Biſhop in the Church? Were not theſe 
brave Saints, who made all this miſerable Work 
to deſtroy that, which they could in Conſcience 
have ſubmitted to? But perhaps they alter'd their 
Minds, as they loſt their Power ; and then Biſhops 
were not ſo much their Grievance, as the AT for 
Unformity : That is, they would be content with 
Biſhops, but they would not ſuffer them to have 
any Authority ; there muſt be no Government, 
Order, nor Decency in the Church, but every 
Man muſt do as he liſt : They would allow ſome 
the Name of Biſhops, but they would have the 
Thing themſelves, and act without Controul. 
For this is the Fault of the 47 for Uniformity, that 
it will not ſuffer every enthuſiaſtical hair-brain'd 


'Fellow to do what he liſt, but will oblige him to 


act orderly, and be obedient to his Biſhop. And 
is this to be under Biſhops, which leaves them no- 
_ but a Name ? As for what can be ſaid a- 
gainſt the AT for Uniformity, it hath been anſiver'd 
a hundred times over : But if Mr. Tallents have 
any thing further to ſay againſt it, I am ready 


to appear in its Defence: But why are theſe Men 
brought 


do-what he can. This (ſaith he) is not the Caſe of 


mpoſition of many things then 
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brought in, who ſhew'd themſelves to be Men of 
Blood at the firſt, aud Hhpocrites at laſt, unleſs it 
be to blazon theirs, and their Parties Shame ? Our 
Buſineſs 1s with the preſent Men, and the preſent 
Schiſm, will you and yours be under Biſhops £ 
For my part I know not how to believe a Pre/byte- 
rian, let him talk never ſo demurely of being 
under Biſhops : They may tell us of Biſhop Uſher's 
Reduction, or any other Reduction; I believe 
no Reduction will ſatisfy them, but a Reduction 
to nothing. Do not your Brethren in Scotland 
at this time ſay, that to give ſo much as a bare 
Tol-ration to Epiſcopacy, is to eſtabliſh Imquity by a 
Law ? Do not your Partizans call Epiſcopacy Fo- 
piſb, Babylonſh, Autichriſtian, and their ſubordi- 
nate Presbyters Baal's Prieſts, and other ſuch deli- 
cate Names? And is it not well known, who 
tzught them this Language, and exhorts them to 
roar it out, to alienate the Peoples Affections 
from them? And ſhall we believe that they and 
their Teachers are not of the ſame Mind ? | 
(12.) He proceeds thus: Beſides, there are true 
Churches, where there are no Canonical Biſhops, and 
unjuſt Separation from them is Schiſm. There is no 
doubt, but that unjuſt Separation is Schiſmati- 
cal; but that not joining in Communion with 
ſuch as you call Chunches, where there are no Ca- 
nonical Biſhops, is wjuſt, is more than you will ever 
be able to prove. For ſuppoſe thoſe Churches had 
at firſt ruſt Cauſe to ſeparate from others, as for 
Inſtance from the Roman; yet they ought to have 
preſerv'd their Authority: And if they could not 
have it there, they ought to have ſought it elſe- 
where, where it was to be had. For there can be 
no Continuance of a Communon, without proper 
Offcers; and none can validly diſcharge the Ofices 
ot the Church, but thoſe, who have receiv'd Au- 
bority from Chriff by the Mediation of thoſe, 
| whom 
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whom he hath veſted with Power to beſtow it. 
If you are for immediate and extraordinary Calls, I 
ſhall deſire you to produce your extraordinary 
Proofs, and work Miracles. But if, to avoid this, 

ou will reſolve the Church, as ſome do the State, 
into the Power of the People, I deſire you to conſi- 
der, whether you do not thereby turn Chri out 
of Office, and give the People an Authority over 
him, and a Per to frame what kind of Church 
they pleaſe, and not continue in what he made 
It. 

(13.) There were particular Quarrels between 
particular Biſhops in the Primitive Church , 
which were carry'd too far, of winch he had 
given ſome Inſtances; of this he affirms I ſaid, It 
is not Schiſm. What I ſaid, I then prov'd ; but 
he will not anſwer my Reaſons, but repeats his 
own Sayings; and thus I may give * 1 eter- 
nally to no purpoſe. Thoſe Dj erences did not ſo 
affect the Church, as to amount to ſuch a Schi/m, 
as we are now treating of. But he thinks he has 


pays me off in the Cloſe with this home Charge : 
he 


ſhameful Schiſm twixt Victor and the Aſian 
Churches about the keeping of Eaſter ; be ſaith (i. e. 
I. againſt the Truth and the Fudgment of all 


forts of Writers, was no Schiſm. The Anſwer is 


ſhort : I did, and do own that there was great 
bluſtering and threat'ning on both ſides, eſpeci- 
ally on Vifor's part; but I challenge him and his 
all ſorts of Writers, be their Judgments what they 
will, to produce me one Author of good Credit 
in that Matter, who dares to ſay, that there- 
upon enſu'd a Separation between the Alatick and 
Weſtern Churches, which is the Schiſm we are 
contending about. And if they did diſpute and 
wrangle a while, though fiercely ; yet ſeeing they 
grew calm again, and preſerv*d Communion with 


each: other, and continu'd ſo to do, it is nothing 


10 
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to our Buſineſs, which is about a long and obſti- 
nate Separation, and which upon ſome Mens Prin- 


ciples is irreconcileable. 


(14.) I have to do with a Man, who will an- 
ſwer no Arguments, and yet will pick Quarrelt, 
where there was no Cauſe for it: He faith, I vill 
2 own there can be Schiſm in a Church. Well, 
however ſcarce owning is not diſawning ; but to be 
even with me, he will not own there can be Schiſm 


from a Church. His Words are theſe; A Rent 7s 


properly in a Garment, not from it; in a Church, and 
unt from it, (p. 11,12.) I did not deny, but that 
a Quarrel in a Church might in ſome Senſe bear 
the Name of Schiſm ; and I gave him leave to 
make as many ſorts of Schiſin, as he pleas d; and 
he hath great ſtore of them. Only I thought it 
reaſonable not to ſpend our time about them, but 
to lay aſide the Conſideration of them, as being 
»2bhil ad Rhombum : For our Controverſy is about 
that, which is the Height of Schiſm viz. Separa- 
tion from a Church; this is our preſent Caſe, and 
Matter of Fact too plain to be deny'd ; and to 
ramble from this 1s to trifle, to abuſe our ſelves, 
and our Readers, by talking beſide the Buſineſs, 
and to no Purpoſe, If Schilm in a Church is bad, 


Schiſm from a Church is worſe ; as a Rent from a 


Garment is worle, than a Rent in a Garment : 
For thereby it ceaſeth to be a part of the Gar- 
ment, it was indeed, but is no longer ſo, until it 
be inſerted in again; for it wears not with the 
Garment, it is not join'd to the Garment, it ſerves 
in none of the Uſes and Offices of the Garment, 
but is become a diſtinct thing. But, Sir, if you 
pleaſe to transfer your Similitude from the Gar- 
ment to the Vine, you know who hath ſaid; I am 
the true Vine, (John 15. I.) and moreover adds: 
Abide in me, and I in you. As the Branch c.nmt 
bear Fruit of it ſelf, except it abide in the Vine; no 
more 


9 


more can ye, except ye abide in ms. And again If 
a Man abide nut in me, he is caſt forth as a Brauch, 
and is withered ;, and Men gather them, and caſt them 
into the Fire, and they are burn'd, (ver. 4, 6.) This 
is a dreadful Condition, and ought to warn and 
alarm Men, that they fall not into it : Men may 
pretend to believe as much as they pleaſe, yet they 
cannot be entituled to the Rights and Benefits of 


Chriſtianity by living as independent Perſons, or 


in a way of their own. If you abide in Chrif, 
you mult be Members of his Body; and if you be 
Members of his Body, you muſt be Members of his 
Church, which is his Body; and if you are Mem- 
bers of this Body, you muſt ſubmit to, and live 
under the Oeconomy of the Body, and diſcharge the 
Part and perform the Offices 7 Members of the Bady 
in their reſpective Stations. But how do they do 


| this, who ſeparate from the Church, and ſet up 


againſt it in ways of their own, contrary to all 
the Rules and Practice of the moſt ancient and 
pureſt Times of the Church ? Whateyer Crime 
this is, it is bad enough; and if it muſt not be 
call'd Schiſm, I hope you will furmſh us with 
your em Name for it, that we may ſee how much 
wiſer you are than the whole Catholick Church f 
God, who from the firſt Apes of Chriſtianity all 
along condemn'd it by the Name of Schi/m. 

(14) I had given a full Anſwer to his Inſtance 
of St. Cyprian, and Stephen Biſhop of Rome, and 
to his Citation from Mr, Hooker : But he takes not 
the leaſt notice of my Argaments, only repeats a- 
gain his own Inſtances; and thus he uſeth me all 
along, for which he deſerves no Anſwer, unleſs 
he had firſt invalidated my Reaſons; I ſhall only 
add, that both St. Cyprian and Stephen agreed 1n 
their Notion of Schiſm, as to its cutting off the 
Members from the Church, though not as to all the 
Effe of it. and both alike condemn'd it, _ ſo 
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they are both againſt him, and his Inſtance is 


an Evidence againſt himſelf, That which they 
diſagreed in, was about the rebaptization of Here- 
ticks, as well as Schiſmaticks; the one thought 
their Baptiſm to be ſo null, as that it was to be 
accounted none at all; and that therefore when 
they came over to the Church, they were to be 


baptized, as if they had never been baptized ; The 


other thought their Baptiſm might recover a Va- 
lidity by Impoſit ion of Hands, and Reconcilia- 
tion to the Church. But this is a Diſpute, where- 
in we are not concern d. As for his Charge, that 


T leave out bis large Citation from Mr. Hooker, it is 


diſingennouſly ſpoken, as if I had ſlighted and 
taken no notice of it. For though I did not 
tranſcribe the whole Citation altogether, yet I 
took it in Pieces, and cited the ſeveral Parts of 


it, wherein the Strength of it lay, and gave a 


full Anſwer thereto, as any one may ſee, who 


will be at the Pains to read, p. 59, 60, 61. and 
145, 146, 147 of that Book; but to that Anſwer, 


after his uſual Cuſtom, he ſpeaks not a Word, 


CHAP, 


take ſome Notice of both, but fir 


without the Hazard of his 2 nor is there Safe- 
| t 
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CHAP. IV. 


Diſappointment, 1. Whether Salvation depends upon 
the Validity of our Communion, 2. Of Communion 
with Biſhops, 3. Occaffonal Conformity, 4. An- 
ſwer to his Inſtance, from * Socrates and Sozo- 
men, 5, oo... 


— 


FJ am now come to his Chapter, which he 
intitles, Of Communion, wherein I did ex- 
pect to have the Nature of Chriſtian Communion 
diſcuſs'd, the Obligations to it ſet forth, and 
how theſe were conſiſtent with his beloved Occa- 
ſional Conformity explain'd ; but I was wofully 
diſappointed, for the Mountain hath ſcarce 
brought forth a Mouſe : All is compriſed in leſs 
than two Pages, the chief Matter whereof con- 
fiſts in two things wide from the Buſineſs, the 
one a ridiculous Inference, ſuch as a School-Boy 


would be aſham'd of; the other, a vain Rant in 


behalf of his Dagon Occaſional Far yrs I ſhall 
{ 


remove a 


Rub out of my way. 

(2.) He tells me, that I oft ſpeak of Commmion, 
which is very true, and that I ſaid, Our Salva- 
tion depends on the Truth and Validity of onr Commu- 
nion; and truly I am of the fame Mind ſtill. 
Though the Occaſion was particular, yet the 
Argument of the Apoſtle extends much farther, 
where he ſaith, What Communion hath Light with 
Darkneſs ? And what Concord bath Chriſt with Be- 
lial > And what Agreement hath the Temple of God 
with Idols? (2 Cor. 6. 15, c.) You fee here are 
Communions, which are far from being ſafe, and 
ſuch as a Chriſtian can have nothing to do with, 
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ty in any Communion, butin that Body, whereof 
Chriſt is the Head. Becauſe none other can inti- 
tle us to his Merits, nor afford us Sapplys to carr 
us through our Duties; and therefore I might w 
fay, that our Salvation depends on the Truth and Va- 
lidity of it. And what have you to ſay againſt it? 
Will your pretended Faith or Baptiſm out of this 
Communion do you any Good? Will you be ſav'd 
without being a Member of Chriſt's Body? Or can 
you take that to be a ſaving Faith, which ſepa- 
rates from his Body the Church ? You are not wil- 
ling directly to aſſert ſuch Things; and therefore 
your Quarrel is againſt that wherein F make 
Communion to conſiſt. 

(3.) Your Charge is, that I make all true Com- 
mumion to be only with Biſhops. But this is your Ir. 
terpretation, not my Saying And it had been juſt 
to have charg'd me with my own Words, not 
yours. But what if I had ſaid ſo? Why then, 
ſay you, he makes the Article of our Creed, not to be 
the Communion of Saints, but the Commu:- 
nion of Biſhops; and then comes lagging af-, 
ter; or with Biſhops, (p. 13.) But left this, or with 
P:ſhops, ſhould fpoil the Feft, to let you know he 
ſticks to the former, he puts this wiſe Queſtion, 
(Pp. 14.) Now ſhall I turn the Commumon of Saints 
into the Communion of Biſhops , and make that ant 
Article of my Creed? God forbid. I ſee no Neceſſi- 
ty for it from any thing I ſaid. However I am 
glad to hear that you have a Creed; for your 
Wellminſter Brethren compos'd a Catechiſm, to in- 
ſtruct Touth in the Faith, without the Creed in it 
which looks as if you either had none, or car'd 
not to own any at that time. Indeed if the Com- 
mumion of Saints were turn'd into the Communion 
of Biſhops, you might have ſome Reaſon to com- 
plain: For then I fear your Sort of Saints would 


not only be quite out of the Communion, but in- 
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capacitated to get into it; for they neither ap- 
prove of Biſhops, nor by their Principles are ca- 
pable of being made Hiſbops. But yet of late ſome 
of them I believe are not of ſuch queſy Stomachs, 
but that they could 22 with themſelves to 
accept of Biſhopricks, for two Reaſons; one, that 
they might have an Opportunity to undermine 
Epiſcopacy z the other, that they might poſſeſs 
themſelves of the Revenues of it: For Preſl yterian 
Conſciences are generally made of fretching Leather, 
and will wonderfully enlarge themſelves for Gain. 
Indeed it would make a ſtrange Alteration, if 
the Communion of Saints were turn'd into the Com- 
mon of Biſhops : For then none but Biſhops could 
be of the Communion z and all Chriſtians muſt be 
made Biſhops, or be excluded from it. This 1s 
rare Work indeed, all General Officers, and »0 
Soldiers. But what if I had ſaid, in reſpect to 
the preſent Church on Earth, and in order to the 
Communion of Saints, that true Communion ought 
to be with Biſhops; for I am ſure I did not ſay only, 
as he falſely accuſeth me: 7. e. That I fd : 
that Communion ought to be with the Biſhop in 
his Diſtri& as the Principle of Unity, and ſo ei- 
ther immediately with him, or mediately with 
his ſubordinate Officers, who own'd the ſame Al- 
tar; doth this make Communion to be only a Com- 
muon of Biſhops * Or rather doth it not include 
all that are not Biſhops ; I mean that all forts of 
Chriſtians, whether of the Clergy or Laity, ought 
to live in Communion with their Biſhop ? It I 
ſhould ſay forty Perſons din'd with the Biſhop 
of London, would any Man conclude thence, that 
[ meant they were all Biſhops, though he knows 
there are not ſo many in England ? If I ſhould 
lay, that at a certain time a hundred Perſons 
ere preſent with the King of Sweden, would any 
Man be ſo mad as to imagine, that they were 


W 
all Kings ? Can no Perſons be with each other, 
but they mult be of the ſame Degree and Quality? 
But I am aſham'd to ſpend Time in refuting 
ſuch an inſipid ſenſeleſs Inference: And yet 
without doubt it was intended for a Vitticiſn, 
and to tickle his Party, and fill them at once both 
with Admiration and Laughter : And doubtleſs it 
hath had its Effect; and let Husks feed Swane, I 
envy it not: His Vitticiſins and his Reaſonings (to 
ſay no worſe) are both alike ; but he would do 
more wiſely to forbear, his Attempts at it are fo 
unlucky. | 

(4.) Next comes his Bravado about Occaſiamal 
Conformity; and it is a meer Huff and Bravads : 
For he neither anſwers the Arguments againſt it, 
nor ofters at any thing like a Reaſon for it, as 
it it were enough, that he allows it, and is fo 
opinionated of himſelf, as to treat all others with 
Contempt and Scorn, that ſhall dare to open 
their Mouth againſt it. He faith, that as to Uc- 
caſional Conformity, I can by no Means endure it, and 
count it a thing that will deſtroy the Church. A 
mighty Crime in his Eſteem, and yet I own it 
but he would have done well firſt either to have 
prov'd it a Crime, or to have anſwer d my Rea- 
ſons, which prov'd it deftrutive of the Church. 
But he 1s above ſuch things; his Greatneſs 3s to 
command, not perſwade;, to diate, not to prove. 
It is with as little Reaſon, that he accuſeth me 
of being averſe to the bringing Diſſenters into the 
Church, when all my Arguments tended not only 
to the bringing them into the Church, but to 
perſwade them to be and continue ſound and 
tincere Members of it: Indeed I did not allow of 
their being -rather Spies than Communicants , 
conng to pick Quarrelt and find Fault without 
Cauſe, rather than to join in the Offices z nor did 
I approye of that Libertinifm of coming and g& 
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ing when and where they liſted, which he hath 
ſetup; and I gave my Reaſons for it, which he 
takes care not to anſwer ; but if any of them 
in any Degree approve of the Church Way, I 
wiſh they would hearken to Reaſon and approve 
the whole, that they might be no longer trouble- 
ſome to themſelves and others. He chargeth me 


downright with ſaying, That Occaſional Confor- 


mity is Hypocriſy, and Occaſional Conformiſts Hypo- 
crits Whereas I never ſaid of all Occaſional 
Conformiſts, that they were Hypocrites, though 
I fear too many of them are ſo, and he bimtelf 
confeſſeth, that ſuch as occaſionally conform for 
Places are Hypocrites, and upon what Grounds 
others do it, it is not eaſy to know certainly. 
But what I ſaid was this: That Occaſional Con- 
formity is either a Mask for Hypocriſy, or proceeds 
from a Coldneſs, Indifferency, and Looſneſs with re- 
15 to Religion; and what I ſaid I there prov d, 
l 


). 231.) And it he ſpeaks to me, it mult be un- 


derſtood of this, when he ſaith, It is ſo fooliſh, 
that tho* many ſhall ſay it an hundred times, uſq; ad- 
ravim, yet Perſons of any Underſtanding caſt it of 
with Scorn, and ſome haue rendred themſelves COl- 
temptible by their writing for it. Iknow none fo 
like to ſay the ſame thing a hundred times over 
as your ſelf: For to ſay the ſame thing over 
and over again, is your common way both of 
anſwering and proving, ,for want of a better, 
I Jail down four Arguments againſt Occaſional 
Conformity, and purſu'd them ſo home, that I 
think no impartial Perſon will ſay they are con- 
temptible ; not any of theſe you take the leaſt 
notice of, but repeat again what was before large- 
ly anſwer d. Had you diſcover'd the Weakneſs of 
my Arguments, you might have had ſome Colour 
tor treating me with Scorn, and when I had been 
prov'd to be contemptible , how unkindly ſoever 
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expos'd, J ought to have given God the Glory, and 
take the Shame to my ſe!f, and to reſcue my felt the 
beſt I could by renouncing Error, and chearfully 
complying with Truth. But when a Man is ſo arro- 
gant and inſolent, that he will neither hearken to 
Reaſons from others, nor give any himſelf, but 
proudly flings off all with Contempt and Scorn, I 
think that Man may properly be ſaid to ſit in the 
Seat of the Scorner ; and ſuch a one the Pſalmiſt hath 
ranked with the moſt deſperate fort of Men, 


whatever he may think of himſelf (Hal. 1.) 


(5.) A deſperate Cauſe is like a drowning Man, who 
catches at every Twig ; and nothing better is his 
Inſtance from Socrates and Sozomen to prove, that 
Churches of old differ'd in many things, yet held Con- 


munion, and condemn'd not each other of Schiſm, 


(P. 13.) When Things were indifferent in their 


own Nature, they did fo, and I think they may 
and ought to do fo ſtill : For in ſuch Caſe the 


particular Conſtitutions and Orders of particu 


Churches are to be obſerved in thoſe Places; 
as St. Ambroſe well determin'd with reſpect to the 
Difference of faſting at Rome and Milan. But 
that which Socrates and Sozomen relate ( in the 
Places he refers to) was a Quarrel among the 
Novatians, who were at that time Schiſmatick 
from the Catholick Church And thus you have 
an Example of Schiſmaticks, who communicated 
not with the Catholicks, nor the Catholicks with 
them, to vouch for the Lawfulneſs of Communion 
of all forts of Schiſmaticks and the Orthodox, one 
amongſt each other, which was equally condemm d 
by both at that time. Doth not this mightily 
help the Matter? I confeſs the Novatians pro- 
ceeded with no ſmall Caution as to their own 
Schiſmatical Communion , to prevent a Separati 
among themſelves ; Socrates tells the Story moſt 
at large, (Lib. 5. cap. 21.) Agelius, the Novation 
M n germs, Biſhop, 


Biſhop, drawing near his End, ordain'd Siſnmius 
to be his Succeſſor ; but finding his Party to be 
diſpleas'd with what he had done, to appeaſe 
them he ordain'd alſo Martianus ; and to prevent 
a Schiſm among themſelves, which might hap- 
pen by reaſon of two Biſhops, he gives Order, 
that Martianus ſhould immediately — him, 
and Siſnmius Martiamus. But unhappily he had 
alſo ordain d one Sabbatius a Presbyter, who be- 
ing converted from Fudaiſm to Chriſtiaxity adher d 
ſtill to many of his Fewiſh Opinions This Man 
had an Ambition to be Biſhop, and in order to 
promote his Deſigns and raiſe Commotions, he 
ſets up for celebrating the Paſchal Solenmity at the 
ſame time with the Fews. But they being aware 
of what he projected, a Synod was call'd, and 
he is cited, and forc'd to take an Oath (which 
he did not keep) J's mole lu emonotuy x Ho. 
That he would never accept of the Office or Dignity 
of a Bifhop z and then to prevent his making a 
Schiſm on the other Head, (though all did not 
do) they determine the Time of the Celebration 
of the Solemnity to be a thing indifferent; that 
they ought not to divide upon that Account, but 
that it might be celebrated at either Times, as 
Perſons thought moſt proper. And they give 


this Reaſon for it: 9% et % mas tyſvs 
1 "Amo; bas, Jragavevia; = te! Taurus & Goplng » 


⁰,νe 28 NHANG, 9 wideuwas d νε , J. e. 
That the Ancients , and even thoſe near the Time 
of the Apoſtles, bad different Sentiments concerning 
the Obſervation of this Feaſt ; and yet communicated 
with each other. and by no means broke out into Schi / m. 
And by this you may ſee with how much Truth 
he ſaith, that what I alledg'd concerning the 
Diſpute between Victor and the Afaticks not 
coming to a Schiſm, was againſt the Truth aud 
the Fudgment of all ſorts of Writers. For let his 
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plainly contradicted by Socrates. 
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i His unreaſonable way of Proceeding, 1. His different 
. ä Forms of Church - Goverument, 2. Iwo Things 


propos d as to Church- Government, and three Me- 
| diums lay'd down for Proof of the firſt, 3. Seve- 
i ral Propofitions cited from the Irenicum exami- 
+ ned, 4. That in the Apoſtles Time a Government 
Þ was ſetled in the Church, 5. Of what was extra- 
ordinary, and what ordinary in the Apoſtles Times, 

6. The Scripture againſt Parity, 7. Scripture- 
Evidence of Epiſcopal Government ſetled in the 
| Church by the Apoſtles, 8, 9. Other Biſhops ſetled 
1 in the Church by the Apoſtles,” 10. Epiſcopacy the 
petled Government of the Church every where be- 
fore the Death of the Apoſtle St. John, II, 12, 
That Government ſated © by Divine Right, 13. 
Biſhop Sanderſon's Judgment, 14. The Govern- 
ment every. where acknowledg'd, 15. That it 1s 
wnalterable, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. Anſwer to his 
urging the Authorities of Mr, Hooker, &c. 21, 
The Citation from Tertullian examin'd, 22. 1o 
plead 7 a Neceſſity of Government not Fypiſb, 23. 
Ihe Teſtimony of St. Jerom turm d upon bim, 24. 
His Hllogi ſin return d and anſwer d, 25, 26. Of 
the internal and external Prieſthood, 27. 


( 1 Come now to his Chapter entituled, Of 
4 Dioceſan Biſhops, which 1s ſuch a Medley, 
5 that I know not where it will be match'd with 
1 a Fellow, He tells us, that what he endeavours, 
| ſhall be as an Hiſtorian rather than a Diſputant : 
„ That is, he will tell you a Jong Tale, and give 
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fort of Writers be what the will, they are here 
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down their ſeveral Op 


kun no Reaſon for it. But how doth this ſolve 


is Adverſaries Arguments? For if twenty Men 
of twenty ſeveral Minds were againſt me, it is 
not their being of ſeveral Opinions, but their 
Arguments, which muſt overthrow mine. On 
this Head is ſpent the greateſt part of his Book, 
and within the Compaſs of thirty Pages he in- 


troduceth no ſmall number of Authors, and epi- 


tomizeth ſome Books , and after his way ets 
iniont; but as for the ſeve- 
ral Grounds of their Opinions, he either wholly 
paſſeth them by, or if at any time he chance to 
touch upon them, it 1s very ſparingly. Now 
if I ſhould examine theſe ſeveral Opinions, and 
the ſeveral Grounds of them, which he ſets not 
down, but leaves me to hunt for them; and 
then take to Task theſe general Heads and. To- 
picks from the Books he epitomizeth ; what a 
fine Task ſhould I have? A Book in Folio would 
not ſuffice for the Performance. And after all 
it might be a Means to loſe the Reader in a 
Wood, and rather ſerve to perplex and con- 
found, than give him a juſt Satisfaction. 

(2.) He hath ſo many Forms of Church-Go- 
vernment , that you would think Harrington's 
Rota were got into his Head. Some he ſaith 
(p. 21.) make it * on the Judgment of the Ma- 
giſtrate and of the Church. And I fear the Church 
{hall have little to do, where the Judgment of 
the Civil Magiſtrate muſt firſt take place: The 


Judges then may be our Biſhops; and we are not 


to conſider, whether Chrift left his Church any 
Government, but comply with what Form the Civil 
Power will appoint ; and they may appoint any, 
or none at all and ſo deſtroy the Church, Some 


he ſaith (p. 22.) look 2 Equality as the primitive 


Form : And then we ſhall be well ſtock'd, when 
we haye got a Parochial for a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy 
| REED An 


Fo 

And let them pretend what they will of Epiſco- 
pal Governments being nevertheleſs a lawful uſe· 
Ful Conſtitution, let them get the Power in their 
Hand, and they will not endure it. Some, he 
ſaith (p. 23.) hold Epiſcopacy to be the Primitive 
Form. But theſe are divided again into ſeveral Opi- 
nions about it, as you may find them diſperſedly 
ſet down in his rambling way. Some are for 
the Reduction of Epiſcopacy, for clipping the Biſhops 
Wings, ſtripping him of the beſt part of his Power 
and Authority, and making him no better than 
„ of _ 4 Bain Sonie — ſo = 

iſcopacy, as to think Preſbytery as lawful, an 
the Ordinatien - oy ef valid — — other. 

me again are ſo for Epiſcopacy, that t re- 
fer it — their own Thou Bits before —＋ other 
Form of Church-Government, but yet think it 
alterable; and that if any other Form of Church» 
Government be ſet up, it will be lawful, and ought 
to be ſubmitted to. But then there are ſome 
ſturdy bold Fellows, who aſſert Epiſcopacy as an 
Order ſuperior to Preſbyters, to be not ouly — 
Divino, bat alſo walterable. But let them look 
to themſelves, for theſe our Author abhors. Yet 
notwithſtanding his Abhorrence , I cannot but 


think it hard, that he, who will allow any 


others to preſcribe what Form of Government 
they pleaſe to the Church, will not ſuffer Jeſus 
Chrif to ſettle the Government of his own Church, 
and take Care of the Preſervation of his own Bo- 
dy. This is the only Opinion he declares a- 
1 and cannot mention it, but as if it were 
uch a Goblin, that he is affrigbted at it: All the 
reſt he talks of plauſibly, but ſo as not to make 
any one of them his own. Thus, after all, you 
know not where to have him, nor what Opinion 
he is of. I wiſh he had told us as well what he 
is, as what he is not; for if I ſhould examine 
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all theſe Opinions, I cannot tell, whether I 
ſhould hit him or not. For having not declar'd 
himſelf, he may have a farther Reſerve beyond 
all theſe, which I know nothing of; and there- 
fore I will take another courſe, and try, if 
ol — other means this ſlippery Eel can be 
(3. It is a received Axiom, that rectum eſt Index ſui 
S obliqui. If therefore I can make appear what is 
the Truth in this Caſe, the Conſequence will be, 
that all the other Opinions are either falſe, or 
come not up to the Truth ; and thus my Ad- 
verſary muſt be caught; let his Reſerve be what 
it will, which he hath to oppoſegagainſt it. 
And let him form, and abhor, and * as an 
as he pleaſeth, I ſhall endeavour to prove theſe 
two things: iſt, That Epiſcopacy is fare Divino: 
24ly, That it is unalterable And then if there 
be any thing elſe lyes ſcatteringly in his Book, 
which ſeems to be of any moment, I ſhall take 
ſuch notice of it as it deſerves. In order to 
clear the firſt of theſe, three things ought to be 
made out : 1ſt, That in the Apoſtles Times a 
Government was ſetled in the Church: 2dly, 
What ſort of Government it was: 3dly, By 
what Authority it was ſetled. 
(..) That which moves me to concern my 
ſelf in the firſt of theſe, is ſome Propolitions 
lay'd down by Mr. Tallents, where he pretends 
to give the Sum of Mr. 3 renicum. 
For when he wrote that Treatiſe, he was net- 
ther Biſhop nor Dector; and the Doctor and Biſhop 
afterwards diſallow'd of very much of what 
the Maſter had written: But Mr. Tallents will 
not give him leave to acknowledge his Miftake, 
but reſolves rather to ſtand to his fr than his 
ſecond Thoughts, The firſt runs thus: 


There 


* mie 


There muſt be ſome Form of Government in the 
Church. The ſecond thus: 


That it mult be adminiſtred by a Goſpel-Miniftry 


o a divine and immutable Appointment. 
But then follows the third, which to me ſeems 
to ſpoil all again, and to joſtle the two former 
out of doors; viz. 
That no Form of Church-Government is abſo- 
lutely determin d. 1 
For how it could ſubſiſt as an Incorporation or 
Society without a Form of Government, to me ſeems 
to be unintelligible : And it a Form of Government 
was neceſſary, and yet no Form was determin'd, 
where will he lay the Fault of this fatal Neg- 
le& but upon the Infitutor * And indeed how 
can any Society be {aid to be form'd, where no 
Government is determin'd ? But if Chriſt did not 
determine it, neither by any poſitive Law, nor by 
any of his Actions, nor by Apoſtolical Practice, as he 
affirms in the three following Propoſitions, (p. 20, 
21.) and yet it was neceſſary, that this Go- 
vernment ſhould be adminiſtred by a Goſpel-Mi- 
mſtry of a divine and immutable Appointment, I fear 
it will be a difficult thing to — out any Form 
of Church-Government, that is of divine and immu- 
table Appointment. And ſo what becomes of his 


ſecond Propoſition ? But if Chnrch-Government, |. 


(whether of one fort, or many, and different in 
different Places) was determin d after by humane 
Appointment, what will become of the Validity of 
all Ordinances and Miniſtrations in the Church? 
For ſuch Determination cannot be ſaid to be of 
divine, much leſs of immutable Appointment, which 
he aſſerts to be neceſſary: and if a Government 
cannot be diſcover'd, which was adminiſtred by a 
Goſpel-Mimſtry of a divine and immutable Appoint- 
ment, which was ſet up after both Chrift s and 
his Apoſtles Time, (for he flatly denies they de- 
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termin'd any ſuch Government ; and our Diſpute 
is only about the Miniftry of it, who they are, 
and whether of a divine and immutable Appoint- 
ment) it will follow, that all the Eccleſaſtical Mi- 
»iſtrations from the Apoſtles Times, to this Day, 
have been ineffectual and invalid; and then what 
will become of the (hurch? Or what Comfort in 
Ordinances? Or how ſhall a Chriſtian come at 
that Security, which he hop'd to receive from 
them, whom he thought had tranſacted betwixt 
God and his People, and had Power from him to 
ſign and ſeal his Covenants to them, and to bleſs 
them in his Name? At this rate we may bid 
farewel to the Chriſtian Religion; ſuch diſmal 
Work and Deſolation do thoſe Men make, who 
work their Wits to baffle the Trath and Evidence 
of all Antiquty, that they may introduce their 
own novel Inventions, and eſtabliſh their mar- 
rantable Contrivances. | 

(5.) I know theſe ſort of Men care not what 
becomes of even Religion it ſelf, ſo they may 
have their own way, and compaſs their own 
Ends; but becauſe, at leaſt in Pretence, they have 
ſome Reverence for the Scriptures, leaving other 
Proof at preſent, I ſhall endeavour to prove 
thence , that there was a ſettled Church-Govern- 
ment in the Apoſtles Times : A full and ample 
Commiſion was given to the ow by our Sa- 
viour himſelf preſently after his Reſurrection. To 
prepare them for the Reception of it, and in- 
5 them of the Nature of it, he firſt of all 
ſays to them thus: All Power is given to me in 

eaven and in Karth. Then ſaith he to them: 
As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. 
And to enable them for this great Employment, 
he breathed on them, ſaying, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghoſt. Then he preſcribes the Exerciſe of this 
Power, in order to gathering his Church: Go 
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There muſt be ſome Form of Government in the 
Church. The ſecond thus: 


That it muſt be adminiſtred by a Goſpel-Miniftry | 


o a divine and immutable Appointment. 
But then follows the third, which to me ſeems 
to ſpoil all again, and to joſtle the two former 
out of doors ; VIZ. 
That no Form of Church-Government is abſo- 
lutehy determin d. 2 
For how it could ſubſiſt as an Incorporation or 
Society without a Form of Government, to me ſeems 
to be unintelligible : And if a Form of Government 
was neceſſary, and yet no Form was determin'd, 
where will he lay the Fault of this fatal Neg- 
le& but upon the _ And indeed how 
can any Society be ſaid to be form'd, where no 
Government is determin d? But if Chriſt did not 
determine it, neither by any poſitive Law, nor by 
any of his Actions, nor by Apoſtolical Praftice, as he 
affirms in the three following Propoſitions, (p. 20, 
21.) and yet it was neceſſary, that this Go- 
vernment ſhould be adminiſtred by a Goſpel- Mi- 
niſiry of a divine and immutable Appointment, I fear 
it will be a difficult thing to find out any Form 
of Church-Government, that is of divine and immu- 
table Appointment. And ſo what becomes of his 


ſecond Propoſition > But if Church Government, 


(whether of one ſort, or many, and different in 
different Places) was determin'd after by humane 
Appointment, what will become of the Validity of 
all Ordinances and Miniſtrations in the Church ? 
For ſuch Determination cannot be ſaid to be of 
divine, much leſs of immutable Appointment, which 
he aſſerts to be neceſſary: and if a Government 
cannot be diſcover'd, which was adminiſtred by a 
Goſpel- Miniſtry of a divine and immutable Appoint- 
ment, which was ſet up after both Chrift's and 
his Apoſtles Time, (for he flatly denies they de- 
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termin'd any ſuch Government ; and our Diſpute 
is only about the Miniftry of it, who they are, 
and whether of a divine and immutable Appoint- 
ment) it will follow, that all the Ecclefraftical Mi- 
»iſtrations from the Apoſtles Times, to this Day, 
have been ineffetual and invalid; and then what 
will become of the Church ? Or what Comfort in 
Ordinances? Or how ſhall a Chriſtian come at 
that Security, which he hop'd to receive from 
them, whom he thought had tranſacted betwixt 
God and his People, and had Power from him to 
ſign and ſeal his Covenants to them, and to bleſs 
them in his Name? At this rate we may bid 
farewel to the Chriſtian Religion; ſuch diſmal 
Work and Deſolation do thoſe Men make, who 
work their Wits to baffle the Truth and Evidence 
of all Antiquty, that they may introduce their 
own novel Inventions, and eſtabliſh their ma- 
rantable Contrivances. | 

(5.) I know theſe ſort of Men care not what 
becomes of even Religion it ſelf, ſo they may 
have their own way, and compaſs their own 
Ends; but becauſe, at leaſt in Pretence, they have 
ſome Reverence for the Scriptures, leaving other 
Proof at preſent, I ſhall endeavour to prove 
thence , that there was a ſettled Church-Govern- 
ment in the Apoſtles Times : A full and ample 
Commiſſion was given to the 4 by our Sa- 
viour himſelf preſently after his Reſurrection. To 
2 them for the Reception of it, and in- 
form them of the Nature of it, he firſt of all 
ſays to them thus: All Power is given to me in 

eaven and in Harth. Then ſaith he to them: 
As my Father bath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. 
And to enable them for this great Employment, 
he breathed on them, ſaying, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghoſt. Then he preſcribes the Exerciſe of this 
Power, in order to gathering his Church: Go 
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ye hopes and teach, all Nations , baptizing them 
in the Name of 

the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever J have commanded you, And 
then he declares the Authority he gave them 
over the Flock in the Obſervance or Neglect of 
all thoſe things he had commanded ; Whoſe- 
ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain , they are retain d. 
( Compare Mat. 28. 18, 19, 20, with John 20, 
21, 22, 23.) Here is a fair and clear Inveſti- 
ture of the tles with the ſame Power, which 
the bleſſed Feſws had receiv'd from the Father; 
and with Authority to tranſmit 1t to others; and 
Direions and Orders how to gather and govern his 
Church, If this be not to ſettle a Government 


what is it ? But of this Text more hereafter. It | 


it be objected, that theſe Texts do indeed give a 
governing Per, and ſhew what the Gevernment 
ought to be, but that the Church as Chriſtian 
was then only in feri, and not fully conſtituted; 
it may be anſwer'd, that the ApoiTles did (as 
they were bound) upon all Opportunities purſue 
thoſe Orders and Directions, — as faſt as they 


could ſettled organized Churches, as hereafter ſhall 


be prov'd; but at preſent it 1s ſufficient to ſay, 
that there are other Texts, which plainly ſpeak 
of a Church-Government as ſetled, I {hall produce 
ſome few. What think you of that, 1 Cor. 12. 
28? God bath ſet ſome in the Church, firſ# Apoſtles, 
ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after that 
Miracles, then Gifts of Healing, Helps, WOvern- 


ments, Diverſities of Tongues. What can here be 


meant by Governments, but the Power of ruling 
and governing ſuch Churches, as were then 1n the 
Apoſtle's Time already planted , of which the 
Church of Corinth was one, and conſequently then 
under a ſetled and determin d Government. Much 

| to 


the Father, and of the Son, and of 
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to the ſame Effect, ſaith the ſame Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſt , (Tb 4. 11, 12.) He gave ſome 
Apoitles, and ſome bets : and ſome Evangeliſts; 
and ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; for the perfecting of 
the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 


edifying of the Body of Chriſt. Could this be done 
by Confuſion and Diſorder £ Could the Saints be 


perfacted, and the Body of Chriſt edifyd, nay, 
could the Work of the Miniry alone be done, 
where things were wnſetled, and no Government de- 
termin d? To the ſame purpoſe is the ſame A- 
poſtle's Exhortations to the Theſſalonians : We be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, to know them, which labour a- 
mong you, and are Ober you in the Lord, (Eph. 5. 
12.) Here were Governours actually ſetled; 
and actual ſetled Governours muſt ſuppoſe an 
actual ſetled or determin d Government. I will name 
only one more Text on this Topick, Heb. 13. 
17. Obey them that have the Rule over you, and ſub- 
mit your ſelves; for they watch for your Souls, as 
they that muſt give Account : Here ſome are com- 
manded to obey and ſubmit, others to rule; but 
who were to obey and ſubmit, who to rule; and 
wherein they were to obey and ſabmit, and how 
to rule, without a ſetled determin'd Government, 1s 
difficult to underſtand. | 

(6.) Many other Places might be alledged to 
this purpoſe, but to avoid Tediouſneſs I omit 
them; becauſe I think theſe clearly prove the 
firſt Particular, viz. That in the pl Time 
a Government was ſet led in the Church. But 
as the Matter has been manag'd and perplex'd, 
the Difficulty lyes in the 2d thing, i. e. in diſco- 
vering what fort of Government that was; and 
this, as briefly as I can, I ſhall now endeavour 
to make appear. In Government three Things 
may be conſider d; 1ſt, the Perſons govern'd : 
ly, the Perſong governing: 3dly, the Law 
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and Rules of the Government, Whatſoever 
Niceties may be affected, or Squabbles raiſed, I 
ſuppoſe it will be allow'd in the general; that 
there were Perſons, who were to be under Govern- 
ment; and that there were Laws and Rules of 
Governing ; but be that as it will, our preſent 
Diſpnte is about the Second, the Perſons govern- 
ing; i. e. in what Hands the Government was, 
and to whom that Authority was committed by 
the Apoſtles; whether the Government eſtabliſh'd 
and left by them was Epiſcopal, Preſbyterian, Con- 
gregational, or of an other Form or Sort, which 
the luxuriant inquiſitive Wits of late Days have 
made Diſcovery of beyond the Knowledge of 
former Times? But before I can come to reſolve 
this, you muſt give me leave to diſtinguiſh, as 
to the Apoſtolical Times, between what was 
extraordinary, and what ordinary ; what was tem- 
porary, and what perpetual. The working of 
Miracles, the ſpeaking with divers Tongues, 
and ſuch other extraordinary x,uſa a or Gifts, 
which were neceſſary for the firſt introducing 
and confirming the Goſpel, that is was of God, 
and all ought to embrace it: Theſe, I ſay, were 
common in the Apoſtles Times, and laſted ma- 
ny of them in ſome good meaſure for a conſi- 
derable time after; but the Goſpel being ſuffi- 
ciently confirmed, they are not now to be ex- 
4 Sufficient Evidence that theſe things 
were done, ought to be ſufficient Proof to us 
now; becauſe we can have no better Evidence 
of any other like Matters, which in other Caſes 
we make no Scruple to admit; and on this Ac- 
count we may {nd a ſpecial Comfort in the 
Words of our Saviour to his doubting Apoſtle ; 

Thomas becanſe thou hai ſeen me, thou haſt believed: 
Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet have be- 
lieved, (John 20, 19.) Beſides there was a cer- 
* | tail 
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tuin exotick Power in the Ayoftles , as tliey were 
Chriſt's immediate Succeſſors, as they were the firit 
Planters L Churches, as IK Men inſpir d 
by the Hoh Ghoft to lead them into all Truth; 
on which Account they were ſuperior to all o- 
thers, and all accountable to them during their 
Lives; but as theſe Prerogatives could not, ſo 
this Power did not deſcend. But then there was 
an ordinary Authority committed to them, which 
was — for the Government of the Church in 
all Ages, and was given to them with Power to 


communicate it to others; and they had been 


unfaithful in their Office, if they had not con- 
ferr'd that Authority on others with the like 
Power alſo to tranſmit it downwards, that ſo 
that Government might be continu'd to the end 
of the World, and all Chriſtians might be ſatis- 
ty'd and ſafe under the Diſpenfations , which 
were of God. Now ſeeing there is no doubt but 
that the * did their part, the Queſtion is 
to whom they committed, and with whom they 

left this ordinary Authority? e 
(7.) Our Parity-Men are here at a loſs; and 
forc'd ludere par innar: An Equa 7 they would 
have, (though ſo as to be all Lords) but know 
not where to find it: The Inſtitutions of our 
Saviour, and the Practice of the Apoſtles are ſo 
point blank againlt it , that they know not 
which way to turn themſelves. There was a 
manifeſt Imparity betwixt the Twelve Apoſtles and 
the Seventy Diſciples ; and the Apoſtles plainly ex- 
erciſed Authority not only over the Deacons , 
but over all Orders then in the Church. Not be- 
ing able to remove this Block out of their way, 
ry are ſometimes willing to compound tor 
ſuch an Inequality, as may come as near to an 
Equality as may be; and indeed for any thing 
but that, wherein the Inequality truly —_— 
\ . . . ut 
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But leaving them to their Variety of Schemes 


and fond Imaginations, I ſhall come at once to 


the Matter under Debate; i. e. what fort of 
Government it was, which the Apoſtles ſet led 


in the Church to be left behind them? To which: 


my Anſwer ſhall be ſhort and plain, That it 


was Epiſcopal, with Officers in Subordination to them. 


To prove this I ſhall offer two Things: 1ſt, ſome 
Teſtimonies from Scripture : 2dly, as briefly as 
I can- diſcover the State of the Church as left by 
them; both which together muſt ſhew what Set- 
tlement they made, it any thing can. 

(8.) The holy Apoſtles made Proviſion of 


Officers for the Church, as the Neceſſity of Af- | 


fairs requir d, or Opportunity offer'd it felt. 
Deacons were firſt inſtituted, the Occaſion of 
which is ſo well known, that I need ſay nothing 
of it; but their Employment was not only to 
take care of the Poor, (which alone is mention'd 
at their firſt Inſtitution, and to which they 
were aſſign'd for the preſent Neceſſity alſo ) 
but alſo to preach and baptize; as is evident. 
from the Inſtance of Stephen, but more fully 


from that of Philip, who, upon the Diſperſion, 


preach'd at Samaria, and baptiz'd his Converts, 
and, by Direction of the Spirit, baptiz'd the 
A'thiopian Eunuch, (As 8.). But as yet there 


was no need to ordain Biſhops, the Apoſtles them 
felves being ſufficient for the Work. But when 


the Goſpel ſpread it felt far and wide, and the 


Faith was received in many great Cities, and the 


P:rts adjacent, ſo that the Apoftles could not per- 
ſonally attend to ſerve and govern ſo many 
Churches, then they ordain'd Biſhops their Subſti- 
ines to do all thoſe Acts, which — ordinarily 
could; and to provide the Church with Officers 
fit to carry on the Work of the Goſpel : And 
as that Work grew heavy and too great for 
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them, it is moſt probable, that, for- their Eaſt 
and Aſſiſtance, Priefts or Preſtyters were in the 
laſt place ordain'd, who with due Subordination 
to and Obſervance of their Biſhop, could ſup- 
ply his Abſence in all Offices neceſſary for Com- 
mon Chriſtians, though he could not trauſinit his 
Authority to others. But, to come cloſe. to the 
Matter, there ſeems to me to be two fair In- 
ſtances of the Apoſtles ordaining Biſhops, with full 
Power to govern their Churches, and provide them 
with Officers ; which kind of Power they gave 
not to any other: By the Perſons fo ordain'd, 
I mean Timothy and Titus. 

(5.) Of theſe the one was Biſhop of Epheſus, 
the Metropolis of the Leſler Aa, the other of 
© Crete, then a famous, well inhabited, and popu- 
| lous Iſland. That both were ordain'd by St, Paul. 
| his own Epiftles to them bear Witneſs, as you 
may read, 2 Tim. 1, 6. and Titus 1. 5. that he 
inveſted them with the Power to ordain others, 
| and ſupply the Church with proper Officers, is as 
4 plain. For to Timothy he ſaith, Lay Hands ſud- 
denly on no Man, (cap. 5. ver. 22.) And to Titus 
For this Canſe left I thes in Crete, that thon ſhould t 
ſet in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 
Elders in every City, as I had appointed thee, (cap. 1. 
ver. 5.) The Extent of their Diſtricts was very 
large, the one reaching over the Leſſer Aſia, the 
other over the whole Ifland of Crete; for which 
Reaſon Euſebius ſaith Titus was Biſhop, E 
Nyirus ExxAnoie (Lib. 3. cap. 4. Hit. Eccl.) plu- 
rally of the Churches in Crete. He gives to both 
large Inſtructions for the Diſcharge of their Of- 
tice, ſome of which are ſo peculiar to the Bi- 
ſhop, as not to be competent to the Prieſt or 
Preſbyter : But I ſhall take no farther notice of 
them, ſave one; That as he inveſted them with 
2 Power of ordaining , fo alſo with rut: 
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For thus he ſaith to Timothy, againſt an Elder, re. wou 
ceive not an Accuſation, but before two or three Wit- that 
neſſes, (cap. 5. ver. 19.) The Word in the Origi- but 
nal is vtech , which ſignifies what we call I intr 
Prieſt or Presbyter ; and though Terms of Office (1 
and Order are otten uſed promiſcuonſly in Scripture; J Scri 
the Names of Presbyter and Deacon being given Bill 
ſometimeseven to the Apnſtles themſelves, yet here expe 
the Word ſeems to be ns'd properly for the Fiat | A 
ſubordinate to the Brſhop ; tor 2 in Parem non ha« ¶ of t 
bet poteſtatem. And I ſee no ſuffictent Reaſon why the 
the Word ſhould not be taken in the other place, but 
where Titus is commanded to ordain Elders; for I to a 
the Reaſon which ſome give, why it ſhould be un- I do 1 
derſtood of Biſhops, is, that the Apoſtle preſently ¶ if u 
after adds, for a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, ( Tit. 1. Ayo 
7.) as it he was 3 How of the Qualification of I pal 
thoſe Elders, which, with Submiſſion be it ſpoken, duc 
I apprehend to be a great Miſtake; and that the 
Place rather proves the quite contrary : For that 
Saying refers not to the Elders, but is particularly 
directed to Titus, to let him know what Care and 
Caution he ought to uſe in ordaining Elders. For 
it. inſtead of providing Shepherds to feed the Flock, 
he ſhould ſend in ſuch as ſhould be prov'd to be. 
Volves, and tear and devour it, the Blame would 
2 upon him. And indeed all thoſe Inſtructions 
rom the th Verſe to the 10th, as they well de- 
fcribe the Qualifications requiſite in all Biſhops, 
fo they are particularly directed to Titus, to let 
him know not only how he ought to behave him- 
ſelf in ordaining Elders, of which he had ſpoken © ſuc 
in the foregoing Words, but alſo how he ought to Chu 
manage unruh and twbutent Members, of whom he ſuc 
| foeaks in the following Words, This therefore is pre 
fu far front proving thoſe Elders to be Biſheps, that ¶ ſior 
it rather 2 proves them to be ſubordinate 
Oficers under the Hiſbop, concerning whom, * 
X — | . 
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would be blameleſs, he muſt take all poſſible care, 
that he let none into that Authority in the Church, 
but ſuch as were well qualify'd for, and fit to be 
intruſted in thoſe Ofices,whereunto he ordain d thein. 
(10.) Having now found two Biſhops in Hol 
Scripture, and Rules and Directions whereby all 
Bithops ought to govern; I hope it will not be 
expected, that a Catalogue of all the Biſhops the 
Apoſtles left to ſucceed them in the Government 
of the Church ſhould be drawn from thence ; and 
the rather, becauſe if the like (which would be 
but juſt) ſhould be demanded of our Adverſaries 
to anſwer their Scheme of Principles, they could 
do nothing like it: It will — ay be ſufficient, 
if we can ſhew from other good Authorities, that the 
Apoſtles left the Government of the Church in Epiſco- 
pal Hands, To this End and Purpoſe I ſhall pro- 
duce ſeyeral Inſtances, where and how Biſhops were 
planted by the Apoſtles. James, ſometimes call'd 
the Juſt, ſometimes the Brother f our Lord, we find 
in Holy Writ acting as Biſhop of Jeruſalem; and, 
by Virtue of his Place, Prefident of the Council there, 
and pronouncing the final Sentence ( 4s 15. 19.897) 
of whom Euſc bins faith thus: @ Tis o% Axe- 
ge 6 & ETITKOTNG & & ie οινE½t t ſi x epic o de 
To whom the Epiſcopal Throne =s erulalem was com- 
mitted by the Apoſtles, (Eccl: Hit. lib. 2. cap. 23.) 
This was agreed on for the Deference then paid to 
Jeruſalem as the Mother Church, and for the recourſe 
that was to be had to it; otherwiſe the Apoſtles are 
reckon'd as extraordinary Miniffers, and thoſe, who 
ſucceeded them in the ordinary Government of the 
Churches, accounted the firi® Biſhops: To James 
ſucceeded Symeon, the Son of Cleopas, I ſuppoſe not 
2 b reaſon of the Troubles and Confu- 
ons preſently following, and the Siege of J 
ſalem; but ſome time after in the Reign of Veſp:- 
ſtan, (Vid. Eyſeb. Hiſt, Eccl. lib. 3. cap, II. cum nit. 
U f F 3 V aleſii., 
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Valeſſi.) J ſhall not farther purſue the Succeſſion 
of our Lord's Kindred into that Epiſcopate, but 
paſs on to others. And if we viſit Alexandria, we 
Fall find that St. Mark had the Government of 
thoſe Churches; but he being a Perſon extra Ordi- 
nem, as having then the Eſtimation not only of an 
Evangeliſt, but an Apoſtle, Aumianus was accoun- 
ted the fir? Biſhop, who ſucceeded him, according 
to Exſebius, in the 8th Year of Nero (lib. 2. c. 24.) 
Let us now, if you pleaſe, make a Step from A. 
lxandria to Antioch, where the Diſciples were firſt 
call'd Chrifiims; and you will find a large Ac- 
count in Scripture of both St. Peter and St. Paul, 
and of their Actions there: But the Work of their 
Apoſtleſhip calling them away to preach the Go- 
ſpel in other Places, and plant other Churches, 
they could not leave ſuch a multitude of Chriſti- 
ans, as were in that Region, without one to guide 
and govern them in their abſence; to which ſuc- 
ceeded Evodins, ſtil'd the firſt Biſhop of Antioch , 
and his next Succeſſor was the glorious Martyr 
ſenatius, whom our Parity-Men can never forgive 
tor his plain Dealing, and ſetting forth the Rights 
and Order of Bi/beps ; and both theſe were within 
that time, which I intend not to exceed 1n men- 
tioning Biſhops Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, ( Euſeb. Hiſt. 
Eccl. lib. 3. cap. 22. It hence you take a Turn to 
Athens, that moſt famons School of Learning, the 
fir? Biſhon there, was St. Paul's Convert, Diomſius 
the Areopagite, (Enſeb. lib. 3. cap. 4) From thence 
we may ſail to Rome, whoſe Biſhop now, like the 
great Pike in the Pond, would ſwallow up all his 
Erethren, but then was no greater than others, 
ſaving what Advantage the Imperial City gave him; 
and there the fir? Biſhop was * The ſecond 
was he. to whom Contraction or Miſtake has given 
three Names, Anencletus, Anacletus, and Cletus; and 
the third Clemens, (Euſeb. Hiſt, Eccl. lib. 3. cap» 4 

1 an 


1 | 
and 13.) The fr/ and the laſt of theſe are honou- 
rably mention d by Name in Holy Scripture, ſo that 
we cannot doubt of their Eſteem with the Apoſtles, 
and their Qualifications for ſo weighty an Q ice. 
(11.) I need not purſue this farther, becauſe 
the Government of the Church was uniform, and 
the ſame, where Organical Churches were ſetled ; 
bat now come to the Reaſon, why I mention'd 
thele early 3:ſhops, and this ſo early Eftabliſhment of 
Church-Government, which is, That all theſe Biſhops 
were ſetled in their reſpective Sees, and ſucceeded in 
their Order, and this Government plainly” obtain'd 
and was ſetl-d, while the Apoſtle St. John was yet 
living, who mult have known, what Government the 
Apoſtles, according to the Direction of Chriſt, had 
agreed on to leave in the Church, and would never 
have ſuffter'd any other to obtain. But of his con- 
ver ng with Biſhops, of his giving Orders and Dire- 
ions to Biſhops we read: But not the leaſt Word of 
his complaining againſt, or decrying their Order, 
which he had certainly done, if they had been 
Jin pers upon others Rights; nay, doubt leſs he had 
made the whole World ring of it, and would ne- 
ver have been quiet, till he had rooted them out, 
if there had been any other Order and Govern- 
ment ſetled in the Church by the Apoſtles, which 
they had ſupplanted, Search and look; if you 
can find, that he ever condemm d the Order, or re- 
commend:d any other in oppoſition to it, and then I 
ſhall think our Adverſaries ſay ſomething to the 
purpoſe : But in this Caſe (fo far as my reading 
carries me) there is the deepeſt Silence, and not 
the leaſt Footſteps of any thing to be traced; but 
it he converſed with them, communicated with them, 
and approv'd of them, as 'it is manifeſt he did, it 
mult be for this Reaſon, that they were no Uſurpers, 


but an Order efabliſd in the Church by the Apo- 
fles,' who were impower d thereto by Chri. 
— F 4. (12.) St. 


(72) 
(12) St. John was ſucceeded in the Church of 
Smyrna by the glorious Martyr Pohcai pus, in the 
Reign of Traj.m, tor ſo long St. Fohn liv'd ; but 
though he came not into the full Government of 
the Church till St. Johns Death, yet doubtleſs he 
was made Biſſop thereof long before. For the Apo- 


ſtles during their Lives had a paramount Autho- 
rity over all others; on them lay the Care of all 


the Churches, and the Neceſſities of the Church 
were often ſuch, that they were frequently call'd 
out to ſerve them, and to ſet things to rights; and 
therefore they ordain d Biſhops even in thoſe Sees, 
where they moſt commonly themſelves reſided, 
that the Church night be at no time deſtitute of 
Governours, and that it might appear to all who 


were to ſucceed them in the ordinary ſtanding Go- 


vernment of the Church, and to whom all ought 
to obey, Otherwiſe I know not how you can fair: 
ly ſolve that of Irenæus, (lib. 3. cap.3.) © Polycarpus 
autem non ſolum ab Apoſtolis 99 C converſatus 
cum multis ex eis, qui Dominum nuſtrum viderunt : 
Sad etiam ab Apoſtolis in Aſia in ea que ef Smyr- 
nis Eccleſia cumſtitutus pi ſcopus. For St. Fobu liv d 
a very conſiderable time after the Death of the reſt 
of the Apoſtles, and therefore He muſt be ordain'd 
long 7 — St. John's Death, if he was ordain'd b 
the Aunſtles, though he took not to him the full 
Authority over that Church, till he enter'd upon 
it at the Death of the Apoſtle, and as Succeſſor to 
him. Thus in Polycarp's Time Epiſcopacy was 
the ſame after St. Fohn's Time, as before, and then 


it fairly appears ſetled all over the Chriſtian 


World ; it muſt be therefore ſetled from the begin- 
ning, ailoon as Churches were planted, wherein 
to ſettle them ; and this was ſo undoubted a thing 
in them and the ſucceeding Times, that Tertullian 
makes it his _ Argument againſt' Hereticks, 
that they could deduce their Doctrine from none 
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of thoſe Churches, which had a true Succeſton of Bi- 
ſhops down, to the very Times of the 4poſtles. For 
thus he makes his Challenge to them: © Edant ergo 
* Origines Eccleſiarum ſnarum, evolvant ordinem Epiſco- 
porum ſuorum, ita per Succeſtones ab initio decurren- 
© tem, ut primus ills Epiſcopus aliquem ex Apoſtolis, vel 
** Apoſtolicis viris, qui tamen cum Apoſtolis perſeverave- 
< rit, habuerit Aucturem & Anteceſſorem, (lib. de Pre- 
ſeript.) Let them make what Boaſts and Pretences 
they pleas d, he would allow no Authority to any 


Churches, who could not trace the Succeſiom of their 


Biſhops down to the Apoſtles Times, and ſhew their 
Doctrine to be received there from the beginning, 
and ſo preſery'd, | 

(z.) Hitherto I have inſiſted on the Proof of 
two things, That in the Apoſtles Tune a Govern» 
ment was ſetled in the Church, and what ſort of 
Government that was, viz. Epiſcopal. The third 


thing now coming under Conſideration, is, by 


what Authority it was ſetled. Now if the Government 
of his Church was ſetled by Chriſt, who is the Head 
and Founder of it, it muſt be by divine Authority; and 
that he ſent his 4poſtles to gatber and plant Churches, 
and gave them Authority to form, regulate and govern 
the Churches, I think none will deny; and there- 
fore the Government under the Apofl:3 mult at leaſt 
be Fure Divino. But if the Apoſtles did ſettle the Go- 
vernment of the Church, as 1t continued under the 
Biſhops their Succeſſors, we ought not to think that 
they did it of their own Heads, but by the Direction 
and — of their great Maſter and Saviour, 
whoſe Church being fo dear to him, that he ſhed his 
precious Blood for it, he would not leave it defitute 
and for want of Government run into Confuſion, an 
by degrees to dwindle into nothing; ſo that ſtill it 
reſts upon Chriſt s Authority, and conſequently the 
Right muſt be divine. And that it was ſo ſetled by 
his Appointment, I think appears from lus Trans- 


Actions 


(74) 
Actions with the Apoſtles immediately after his Re- 
ſurrection. For when he then gave them their 
Commiſion, whereby he fully zmpower'd them in re- 
lation to gathering, planting, and ſetling his 
Church, he adds, Lo, Jam with you alway even unto the 
end of the World, (Mat. 28. 20.) Who was he with to 
the end of the World? Not ſurely with every buſy 
pragmatical Fellow, that would turn, overturn, 


and mold the Church into as many various Shapes, 


as a wild working Fancy could deviſe, nor with 
any whatſoever, who tho' too apt to take upon 
them, and be medling, yet had no Authority from 
his Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to model the Church, 
Andwith the Apoſtles he could not be to the end 
of the World, as preſent Managers and Governourg 
of his Church in all Ages; for they are all dead 
many hundred Years fince. The meaning there: 
fore muſt be, that he would be with them and their 
Succeſſors, to whom they had delegated that Power to 
continne always in the Church, which he had con- 
t; err d on them with Power to confer it on others, that 
ſo from time to time it might be tra»ſmitted in a 


contimi d Succeſtim to the end of the World; and in 


ſo doing they ſhould have with them his Authority, 
Influence, and Fleſting, And that this Authority was 
by the 4pfles committed to the Brſhops, I have al- 
ready prov d; and therefore that Authority muſt be 
divine, as deriving its Original and Right from 
Chriſt himſelf. * | 

(14) I did not think it much to my purpoſe, in 


this Matter. to concern iy ſelf among niodern Au- 


thors. Mr. Talents condemns them all by the Lump, 
who look this way; but is wiſer than to go about 
to confute them. The moſt Reverend Archbiſhop 
and Martyr Dr. Laud, Bp Hall, and Mr. Dodwell are 
the Objects of his Contempt and Scorn; but I will 
adventure to name one, to whom poſſibly — 
have more regard, or if he will not, others wo 

| | c 
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It is the pious, learned, and judicious Biſhop 
Sanderſon, who in his Treatiſe, intituled, Epiſco- 
pacy not prejudicial to Regal Power, having wav'd this 
Point as not concern'd in that Diſpute, yet to fore- 
{tal any Objections might be made, ſets down his 
Judgment in the Poſtſcript. It is ſhort, yet clear; 
and contains not only his Opinion, but the Rea- 
ſons of it thus: My Opinion is, that Epiſcopal 
* Government is not to be deriv'd meerly from 4 

* folical Practice or Inſtitution : but that it is origi- 
** ally founded in the Perſon and Office of the Meſſias, 


 * our bleſſed Lord Feſus Chriſt. Who being lent by 
his heavenly Father to be the great Apoffle, (Heb. 


*2.1,) Biſhop and Paſtor (1 Pet. 2. 25.) of his 
Church, and anointed to that Office immediately 
< after bis Baptiſm by. John with Power, and the Holy 
© Gbolt, (Acts 10. 378.) deſcending then upon him 
* in a bodily Shape, (Luke 3. 22.) did afterwards be- 
fore his Aſcenſion into Heaven, ſend and impower 


his Apoſtles, (giving them the Hely Ghoit likewiſe 


* as his Father had given him) in like manner as 
* his Father had before ſent him (John 20. 21.) to 
execute the ſame Apoſtolical, Epiſcopal, and Paſtoral 
* Office for the ordering and governing of his Church 
* until his coming again: and ſo the ſame Office 
Ito continue in them and their Succeſſors, unto the 
end of the World, (Mat. 28. 18--20.) This I take to 
* be ſo clear, from theſe and other like Texts of Scyts 
© pture, that if they ſhall bediligently compared to- 
* — both between themſelves, and with the fol- 
* lowing Prgdice of all the Churches of Chriſt, as well 
in the Apoſtles Times as inthe pureſt and primitive 
* Times neareſt thereunto; there will be left little 
* Cauſe, why any Man ſhould doubt thereof. 
(15. ) The Strength of Argument, which runs 
horough this whole Citation, is ſuch, that I think 
the Reverend Father had juſt Cauſe to ſay, that 
there was little Cauſe left for any Man to doubt — 
. | t 
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the thing. And indeed Mr. Talleuts himſelf is in 
oue Senſe paſt doubting; for he flatly denies, if not 
the Don, yet the Cmclufſon, which thence fol- 
lows, and being fully reſolved, is above Argument; 
t ſo that it is the ſame Pains to convince him, as ta 
i make a Man ſee, who ſhuts his Eyes, and will not 
| - fee. But J hope others are not fo wilfully blind: 
For this Government obtain'd over all the Chriſti- 
an World, it was duly executed, ſubmiſſively o- 
bey d, every Man ſaw it with his Eyes, and knew 
it, and acknowledy'd it, unleſs ſome of Mr. Talents's 
old Friends and Acquaintance (whom he often 
mentions) the Aereticks; and yet even they deny d 
not what Government was in the Church, but 
wickedly, and I may ſay by the Inſtigation of the 
Devil, refus d their Obedience, So that it would 
have been the ſame Folly then to require a Man 
to prove, that the Government of the Church was Epiſ+ 
copal, as it would be now to put a Man upon the 
Proof, that the Civil Government now in Fraxce is 
Monarchical, or in the United Provinces Democratical, 
.And if any Change or Alteration ſhould happen 
to thoſe Governments in future Times, as it 
would be a ſenſeleſs thing to argue then, that 
thoſe Governments were not at this time, what 
they are: So it is as ſenſeleſs a thing to argue now 
in Favour of the New Models, that the Government 
of the Church was not Epiſcopal then, when it 
pm took place as a Settlement from the bo | 
tles Times, and the Biſhops were every where look d 
on as the Repreſentatives of Chriſt. 
. (16.) I have now run through thoſe three Par- 
ticulars, which I thought requiſite to owe my firſt 
Aſſertion, That Epiſcopacy is Jure Divino. Whe- 
ther they amount to ſo much, I mult leave to the 
2 of others; but if they do, yet we ſhall 
ill be at a loſs, unleſs we can get over the ſecond 
thing, viz. Whether this Government be alterable 7 
f not 
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wot ? For if it be alterable, let it have been what 
it will formerly, that Government, which is 
introduced by a competent Authority muſt take 

lace, and be ſubmitted to in ſpite of all former 
— But if it be unalterable, then all our 
Whimfies and fond Inventions, though never ſo fine 
ſpun ſeemingly, muſt be rejected as dangerous 
and daring Uſurpations upon Divine Authority; 
and to it we muſt ſubmit, and conſtantly and 
obediently live under it. But when I ſay nnalte- 
rable, I do not mean, that Men cannot make 
Alterations; for that were to ſay Men cannot be 
wicked, that they cannot /n againſt God's Laws, 
nor break in upon his Infitutzonsz but my mean- 
ing is that they ought not, that they cannot 
lawfully, according to the common Reſtriction, 
I poſſumns, quod jure poſſumus. And much leſs 
do I mean, that God cannot alter it; for his Power 
is over all: But the Queſtion is concerning his 
Will, whether it was ſa effabliſbed, as that it ought 
to remain wichang'd, while the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity ſhall continue upon Farth. I am very 
ſenſible, that to aſſert this will provoke many, 
and be horribly exclaim'd befor by all tholz 
who doat upon their new-fangled Ways; yet it 
is what I ſhall endeavour to prove; and it they 
be offended ,- that I would lead them into the 
right and ſafe Way, I-ſhall be more ſorry for 
the Miſchief they do to themſelves, than for any 
Injuries or Affronts they can put upon me. 

 (17.) Now in the firſt place I deſire our hot 
Men would well confider, that notwithſtanding 
their great Clamour againſt , thoſe Men, 
who are for Alteration of Epiſcopal Government, are 
the beſt Friends of the Page : For if that may 
be alter d, and another Form of Government ſet 
np, why not the Pope, as well as the Preſlyter, 
or any other? It is granted, that the Pope by 
. . Exemptions 
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Exemptions, Reſervations , and various other 
Artifices, cramps the Epiſcopal Power, and endea- 
vours to reduce all Biſhops to his Obedience: But 
will they, not do as bad or worſe by them, who 
make any other Change? Beſides if you admit 
of Change, you can no longer charge him with 
Uſurpation upon the Rights of others; for no 
Change can be made without changing the Right 
and Property, which muſt be transferr'd from 
one to another. And then you will have no 
other way left to attack him, but by proving the 
Power and Government he aſſumes is wilawful in it 
felf; which when you have fet aſide Epiſcopacy 
will be a difficult thing ſo to do, but that the 
ſame or the like Objections will return as ſtrong- 
Iy, if not more ſtrongly againſt your ſelves, 
Nay, if you admit Change, I fear many ſober 
Perſons will fay, why not the Pope rather than 
the Pre/byter 2 For the one, though he weaken, yet 
he keeps up the Order of Biſhops z but the She 
is for deſtroying Root and Bratich, and leaving no 
Appearance of that Government, which was origi- 
nally ſettled in the Church. Our Chargelings thers- 
fore ought to beware, left inſtead of ſetting up 
themſelves, they confirm the Pope in what ho 
hath already unjuſtly poſſeſs'd himſelf of, and 
2 the Way for his graſping the reſt, and ma- 
ing himſelf Maſter of all. | 
(18.) In the next place, if a Change be granted 
lumſul, yet conſidering that the Validity of Mini- 
Arat iom depends upon the Right and Authority of 
the Officers, it ought to be ſatisfactorily and 
clearly adjuſted, who are the Perſons, who have the 
Power and Authority to make this Change. And if this 
cannot be clearly made out, as no ſober Perſons 
will be ſatisfy'd with it, but rather adhere to 


what they had no doubt was right before; ſo 
themſelves 
again 
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again running full Tilt into For as far 
as pompous Words and glorious Pretences will 
go, the Pope will outdo them all: For he will 
tell you, he is the immediate Vicar of Chriſt, and 
the vifible Head of the Church; and that even 


Biſoops themſelves act by a Vicarial Authority un- 
der him ; nay, he will plead ＋ for this, 
t 


if you will but allow him to be the Interpreter; 
and even that he lays claim to. And what may 


not ſuch a brave Fellow do? Dare any Preſbyterian 


or Independent ſet up the like Pretenſions? But 
ſuppoſe they ſhould, and that we had a Pope in 
every Pariſh, yet the Advantage would be on the 
great Pope's ſide: For he is in Poſſeſton of too 
great a Share, an old Fox at playing his Game, 
and of long E in the Trade of Uſurping, 
is ſtrongly back*'d with multitudes of Abettors, 
and has wherewithal to encourage them, and cor- 
rupt more: Whereas our Popelings, the Preſbyte- 
rians, though they can talk big, yet are real- 
ly weak in reſpect of him. And they farther la- 
bour under two great Diſadvantages, that they 
are not only very apt to diſagree among them- 
ſelves, but multitudes of others, who make the 


ſame Pretences for their ſeveral Schemes of Go- 


vernment, conſtantly watch for Opportunities, 
and are reſtleſs in their Endeavours to ſupplant 
them, and pull down their Babel, to build as 
bad or worſe in the room of it. Aud when they 
have thus ruin'd each other by Turns, *till t 

become ridiculous, and all Perſons grow ſick 
and weary of them, the Roman Gentleman, who 


firſt ſow'd the Seeds of Diviſons among them, in 


the end reaps the Benefit of it, and draws his 
Net over them all. And thus all our ſeveral 
Sectaries, while they are labouring firſt to over- 
throw the ancient Government, and then to trip up 
each others Heels, are really doing the Pope's 


Euſineſs 3 | 


Buſineſs ; and while they cry out the Whore of 
Batylon, by their mad Actions give her a Reputa® 
tion, and ſet her up on high. Now ſeeing we are 
well enough without the Change, it lyes upon 

ſatisfy us Who 
are thoſe Perſons, who have good Authority to 
make ſuch Change, leſt we make our Condition 


them, who are for Change, to 


worſe inſtead of better by ſubmitting to it. 


Now no human Authority can do this, becauſe 


it cannot oblige God to confer Graces, and to ra- 
tify Acts in order to the Remiſſion of Sin, 
quieting of Conſcience, and obtaining eternal 
Life by ſuch Miniſters or Agents as they ſhall 
impoſe upon him. For this were to make their 
own Terms, and to uſurp an Authority over 
God himſelf, to preſcribe to him, and make him 
ſubſervient to our Will and Pleaſure ; whereas 
the Terms of our Salvation can only come from 
him, and his Ordinances validly adminiſtred 
by ſuch whom he appoints. And therefore in 


order to make ſuch a Change, under which we 


can be ſafe, it is neceſſary, that there be a Di- 
vine Commiſſion ; and therefore all theſe ſeveral 
forts of Men, who are for their ſeveral Changes, 
and ſetting up their ſeveral diſtin& Forms o 
Church-Government , ought to produce their 
ſeveral Warrants or Commiſhons impowering 
them ſo to do: And it would be ſtrange, if all 
of them had ſich Commiſſions z and thoſe, who 
have not, ought to deſiſt, left they fall under 
the Puniſhment of Troublers of Ifrael, and Inva- 
ders of God's Authority; but if no ſuch Commiſſion 
can be found with any of them, then the Go- 
vernment ought to remain as it was at firſt unal- 
terable. I would not be miſtaken, I do not 
think every thing in the Government. of the 
Church unalterable. Things in their Nature 
indifferent, and which make for Dy 
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Order may be alter 'd, as Times and Occaſions 
require, and as Governours ſee what is beſt for 
the Good of the Church: But ſtill the Govern- 
ment muſt be 9 N that, which God hath ſet 
up, and remain in ſuch Hands, to whom he hath 
committed it, and who by his Appointment are 
and ought 14 8 to ſucceed to it. | 

(19.) To purſue this a little farther, let us con- 
ſider, that the Goſpel is the laſt Diſpenſation, which 
is to continue till Time ſhall be no more; fo 
that let the Circumſtances or Neceſſity of Af- 
fairs be what it will, we are neither to expect nor 
admit any other : No Monkiſh Evangelium etermim, 
nor Fanatical Evangelium armatum ought to be ſut- 
fer'd to take place of it, much leſs to thruſt it 
out. As to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, unleſs 
ſome ſort of Papiſts a little ſtick at it, this will 
be, I believe, readily granted me by my Adver- 
ſaries themſelves, if it were but for Dread of 
St. Paul's Sentence: Though we, or an Angel from 


Heaven, preach any other Guſpel unto you, than that 


ye have receiv'd, let him be accurſed, (Gal. 1.8.) 


But then there are Benefits of the Goſpel, which 


are not to be attained but under ſuch proper Ofi- 
cers, as are by God's Appointment, and have his 
Authority for what they do; upon which Account 
the Government of the Church by ſuch Officers ſeems 
to be a neceſſary part of this laſt Diſpenſation; 
and to alter the Government from theſe proper Offi- 
cers is ſo far to alter the Diſpenſation, and make 
it another thing; as in Civil Government Alteration 
of the Powers alters the Nature of the things. If 
an Her editary Monarchy degenerate into an Eleclive, 
it is not the ſame it was; but if it change to an 
driftocracy or Democracy, it is ſtill more plainly a 
quite gther thing. But not to meddle with the 
egality or Illegality of the Change of Civil 
Governments, in the Government of Chriſt's 
G Cbure b 
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Church he muſt Have his own Offcers, and they are 


not changeable and to be new modell'd at Mens 
Pleaſure, No Man ought to take upon him a 
Power to do this; and for a Commiſſion from 


Heaven to do it, that ought not to be expected, 
nor can it be pleaded, this laſt Diſpenſat ion having 


put a Bar to it: For when Chriſt gave his Com- 
miſſion to the Apoſtles, and gave the Government 
of the Church to them, which they by virtue of 
that Authority were to tranſmit in a Succeſſion 
to others, he then tells them, that he would be with 
them alway even unto the end of the World ; which 


can be underſtood of no other Government, but 


of what he gave them, and they by that Autho- 
rity were to ſettle in his Church; and therefore 
no other Government can be ſet up, to which that 
Promiſe appertains: And as for any Government 
that is deſtitute of that Promiſe, we can neither 
be aſſured that he will own it, or that he will 
afford us any Favour under it; but rather tlie 
contrary, that he will diſown both it and us, 
as Nabel, a thi 

fet up; and what that was I have already ſhew'd, 
and therefore hope I have ſufficiently prov'd my 


Undertaking, | 
(20.) I might here farther inſiſt upon the Ab- 


ſurdity and Danger, which naturally flow from 
this inconſiderate Opinion, that Church-Govern- 
ment 3s mitable ; of which only a Word or two, 
becauſe it may poſſibly have ſome Effect upon 
ſuch as deſire to live tn Peace and Quietneſs. For 
let that be taken for granted, what Diſtraction 
will it raiſe? What Revolutions will it cauſe? 
What mad Work will it make? Men are naturall 
deſirous of Novelty, and Lovers of Change, a 
too much like Children not long pleas'd With pre- 
ſent things ; and by this means when it comes to 


an Indifferency, what Government is ſet up, any 
| ow. 
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how often chang'd, the preſent Government will 
be always wneaſy and ef Every working Head, 
every fantaſtical Coxcomb will be hatching new 
Forms of Government, and uſe all Means to under- 
mine and overthrow the preſent, to ſee how their 
own Projects will take; All thoſe, (and thoſe no 
ſmall number) who are uneaſy under Diſcipline and 
good Order, will always be exclaiming againſt the 
preſent Government, and call and baul for another 
fort; and when that is pull'd down and another 
ſet up, they will have the ſame Complaints ſtill, 
ſet up as many and as often as you will. For all 
Government muſt neceſſarily put ſome Reſtraint 
upon Men, and theſe ſort will abide none: And 
thus the Church ſhall always be like a troubled 
Sea continually toſs'd up and dowh, and from 
time to time form'd, transform'd, and deform'd 
into a thouſand ſeveral Shapes, till it becomes 
the Scoff and Deriſion of lewd Wits, the Grief and 
Affiidion of good Men, and in effect loſeth all her 
Authority and Uſe. And is this likely to be the 
Way to Heaven? But here I ſhall ſtop, and might 
make a full end ; but there are two or three 
things, of which Mr. Tallents ſeems very fond; 
and that he may not complain of being lighted, 
I ſhall examine them, and ſo conclude. 

(21.) He names a multitude of Authors, and 
thoſe of various Opinions; and whether he be of, 
all or any of them, I know not, for he doth not 
tell us; but the greateſt ſtreſs he ſeems to lay 
upon three, viz. Mr. Hooker, Mr. Chillingworth, 
and Dr. Stillimgfleet. Theſe were indeed all great 
Men; but I think he might as well have let them 
alone, for how they help his Cauſe 1 underſtand 
not; but any one may ſee how they make againſt 
it. For be it granted, that theſe through Ten- 
derneſs or Exceſs of Charity were unwilling to 
paſs ſo ſevere a Sentence on ſome ſort of Scbiſma- 
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ticks, as they might deſerve, but left them to 
ſtand or fall to their own Maſter ; doth this make 
their Condition either better or worſe ? I would 
hope even againſt Hope for many Perſons, if that; 
would do them any Good; but at the ſame time 


I think I ſhould do them hurt, if I did not declare 


the Danger and Tendency of their Sin. I may 
poſitively affirm Schiſm to be a damnable Sin, but 
being 1gnorant of the Circumſtances of Perſons, 
it may become me to be cautious how I pro- 
nounce a. definitive Sentence upon them; and yet 
this will nothing help them, if they be guilty of 


damnable Sin. But ſince Mr, Talents is pleaſed to 


own theſe to be good as well as learned Men, why 
doth he tollow them only in this Point, and not 
in others, wherein their Opinions were confirm'd 
by their Practice, wherein they ſpeak not beſi- 
tatingly but poſitively, not for Favour or Affection 
but for Truth ? How cautious ſoever they were 


in cenſuring Perſons, yet they all condemned Schiſm, > 


they wrote againſt it, they communicated not with 


Schiſmaticks, no not ſo much as occaſionally. If 


Mr. Tallents will do thus, he may judge as chari- 
tably of others as he pleaſeth ; but then he muſt 
not write for Schiſmaticks, nor keep up a Schiſin to 
the diſturbing the Peace of the Church, as he now 
doth. Do not theſe Men deſerve to be follow'd 
rather in what they were aſſur d, than in what 
they were doubtful £ Let hun take them altoge- 
ther, and he muſt difown his Cauſe; but if 
will pick up only the ſingular Opinions of even 
great and good Men, he may make ſuch a Hodg- 
2odge, as perhaps ſome for a time may be pleas d 
with, but few or none approve. 
(22. His Authors he is never fo well pleas d 
wü, as when they do amiſs. A large Citation 
he takes out of Tertullizr, wherein that Author 


fears to confound the Diſtinction of Clergy and 
| Off! 
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Laity, and makes every Man his own Prieſt. This 
Mr. Tallents, with his wonted Dexterity, can both 
diſſent from and agree with. He blames Tertul- 
lian for ſaying, It's the Authority of the Church, 
which makes the Difference 'twixt the Clergy and Latty : 
This he calls a groſs Error, and he gives his Rea- 
ſon, for (ſaith he) Chriſt appointed it: But then 
follows, That ſuch as were not Prieſts did baptize, 
and adminfter the Lord's Supper, when there were no 
Prieſts, and were Prieſts to themſelves. Upon this 
he paſſeth no Cenſure; but having told us how 
ſeveral learned Men had diſputed it pro and con, 
he leaves it as he found it, yet ſo as that he ſeems 
to favour the Affirmative. I know not to what 
purpoſe this is brought, unleſs to encourage Men 
to decry and deſtroy all Miniſtry, for which there is 
little need of his helping Haul, Profaneneſs and Li- 
bertiniſm being arriv'd at that Impudence, as not 
only in common Diſcourſe to ridicule the A h. 
but openly in Print to write againſt'the very Or- 
der, and teach and ſpur on others to be as wicked 
as themſelves; and I wiſh they were not too much 
encourag'd by but be that as it will, this 
can be of no uſe to Mr. Tallents, For Tertullian 
ſuppoſeth this only in the Cate of Neceſity; and 
ſo it might have ſerv'd Mr. Tallents or his Brethren 
in ſome Parts of America, but not here in Eng- 
land, where there 1s no Colour for any ſuch Plea 
of Neceſſity. But to proceed, I think no Plea of 
Neceſſity will juſtify ſuch Proceedings. The 
Ground of this his Aſſert ion, Tertullian takes from: 
Revel. 1. 6. He hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto 
God and his Father. If you take theſe Words in the 
utmoſt Extent, they will make dangerous Work ; 
and they will level the Civil Power as well as the 
Eccleſiaſtick; and when every Man is a King as well 
as a Prieſt, we ſhall be all, Hail Fellow well met, 
but among ſuch a 8 Kings, I dou? t the 
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Peace would not be long kept. We ou ght there 


fore to underſtand thoſe Words in a ſober Senſe, 
and as they were intended, that God had choſen 
the believing Chriſtians from the reſt of the Heathen 
World; and that they were redeem'd from the 
Slavery of Sin, and Satan, from the Idol-Worſhip, 


and Idolatry of the Heathens, to be his peculiar Po- 


ple, to offer up Prayers and Praiſes to him, and to 
ſerve him in good Works; that they ſhould be no 


longer in Bondage to the Devil, but in a State of 
Liberty freely to ſerve and obey him, and fo be en: 


titul'd to all the Privileges and Advantages of Chri- 
ſtians here, and to the Kingdom of Heaven here- 
after, But this makes nothing againſt the ſeveral 
Orders in the Church, without which the Church 
cannot*/tand; for how ſhall it ſubſiſt as a Society, 
if there be neither Governours, nor Governed, but 
every Man is independent of all others, and may do 
what he liſt. * The Argument of Tertullian in this 
Place, is the ſame in ele with that of Korah, Da- 
than, and Airam, when they roſe up againſt Mo- 
ſes and Aaron; their Plea was this, All the Con- 
gregat ion are holy every one of them, and the Lord is a- 
mong them, (Numb. 16. 3.) and their Allegation 
was true in the right Senſe; but it did not thence 
follow, that they were all Przefts, or had any 
Right to perform any Acts peculiar to the Prieſtly 
Ofice ; and this God himſelf made them know, 
by making them ſuch an Example, as night ter- 
rify all others, who have any Fear of God before 
their Eyes : For a Fire from the Lord conſum'd 
the two hundred and fifty Alen, who preſum'd to offer 
np Incenſe, and the Earth open'd and ſwallow'd up a- 
live Korah, and all his Company. But not te inſiſt 
longer on this Point, I ſhall only add, that this 


Book de Exbortatione Caftitatis, was. wrote by Ter 
tullian, when a Montaniff ; and he having while 


Orthodox wrote ſo ſtrenuouſly for Epiſcopacy, and 
the 
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the Neceſſity of the Succeſſion of it, now he was 
fallen in among that Enthuſiaſtical Crew, he was 
to depart from that Opinion, and yet he could 
not directly impugn it but with Diſgrace to him- 
ſelf; and therefore he choſe to attack it by a ſide- 
Wind, encouraging the Laity to become Mutineeys 


againſt the Clergy, as if they were Uſurpers upon 


their Rights. Beatus Rhenanus, in his Annotations 
on this Book, proves from St. Ferom, that it was 


u rote by Tertullian deſignedly againſt the Church, 


and upon a Principle of the Montanifts. If Mr. Tal- 


tents had confider'd this, perhaps he would not 


have thought it worth his while to take ſo large 
a Citation out of that Book, and to make ſuch a 
pother with it : For though a Schiſmatick may 
think any Help good enough, which aſſiſts him 
to deſtroy the Church; yet it is not very reputa- 
ble to conſort with the worſt of Hereticks, and 
make uſe of the worſt of their Principles. 

(23.) Doubtleſs he thought he had caught me 
at a mighty Diſadvantage, when upon a Saying 


of mine, that it would reflect on the Wiſdom and 


Care of Chriſt and his Apoſtles to ſay, that nei- 
ther he nor they left any Government in the 
Church, which he cites at large, but not the Rea- 
ſoning upon it (p. 29.) He thus replies : I wil 


forbear to argue againſt this, aud only ſay, juſt ſo the 
Papiſts argue again us for a Pope, for a viſible and 


infallible Fudge bere on Earth; elſe Feſus Ohrift hath 
not order d things well and wiſely, which is not leſs than 
Blaſphemy. But, Sir; may nat an Argument be 
good in one Caſe, which is not good in another? 
Or can you diſcern no difference between pleading 


for the Neceſſity of ſome Government, and the 


preſcribing to God what Form of Governmient he 
muſt and ought to ſet up, or they will 1mpeach 


his Wiſdom, which is the daring Impiety of the 
_ Papifts ? I would fain know from you, how (hi- 
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* Preſbyteri & diaconi vendicent in Ecclefia, I can- 


1 
ſanity could be ſettled as a Society, and no Go- 
vernment ſett led? Or if there was none ſettled, nei- 
ther by Chriſt, nor his Apofles, pray tell me, who 
did or could do it afterwards, 15 as to make their 
Miniſtrations valid, and entitle to Heaven? As there 
is a Neceſity of Government, ſo we ought to ſubmit 
to that Government, which God hath eftabliſh'd, but 
neither to alter it, nor preſcribe to him, what 
Government he ought to eſtabliſh, in one of theſe 
later the Preſbyterian is taulty, in the other the 
Fapiſt; but if the former be Blaſphemy, then, Sir, 
you are a Bla hemer. For you not only aſlert 
the Neceſity»o 1 but after your Faſhion 
tell us, what you apprehend to be the Government 


originally eftabliſhed, though you are very unwil- 


ling to find B:hops diſtinct from Preſiyters in it, 


(Prov. 20--26---29, 30, 31.) But I hope I have 
made a Diſcovery of them to you ; if not, I think 


it will be loft Labour to beſtow any more Pains 
on you in that Matter, 

(24) One thing more there is, which muſt not 
be paſs'd by, though I had in a great meaſure an- 
ſwer d it before; and that is the great Bluſter and 
Bravado he makes with St. Hierom, as if he alone 
underſtood the Government of the Church, and 
what was done by the Apoſtles in that Matter, 
better than all the Fathers and Writers, that were 
before him. And yet his Confidence in St. Hie- 
% makes him ſo inconſiderate, as to cite Paſſa- 
ges from that Father, which overthrow what he 
thinks to advance by his Teſtimony. For theſe 
Mr. Tallents expreſly ſets down : Putentia divitiarum 
& Paupertatis humilitas, vel ſublimiorem vel inferio- 
rem Epſcopum non facit; caterum amnes Apoſtulorum 
Ut ſciamus traditiones Apoſtoli- 
cas ſumptas de Veteri Teftamento; quod Aaron H Filii 
iw atqz Levitæ in Templo fuerunt, hoc ſibi Epiſcopi 


not 


(890 
not imagine to what End he cites this, unleſs to 


ſhew that in St. Ferom's Opinion, the Orders of 
Biſhop and Preſbyter were diltin& ; and that the 


Biſhop was ſuperiour to the Preſbyter, as the Preſbyter 


was to the Deacon. But he will ſay, it was not 

ſo trom the Beginning. What then? The ſame 
ut Objection may be made againſt the Aaronical 
at Prieſthood , was it therefore alterable by the Will 
ſe of Man? But if it appear to be as early, as the 
he Circumſtances of the Church did require it; if it 
r, was eſtabliſh'd by Perſons of unexceptionable Au- 
rt thority, if it was done for Reaſons always laſting, it 
n ought not to be aboliſhed, while thoſe Reaſons re- 
2 main, or the ſame or a better Authority ſhall abro- 
I- gate it. Mr. Tallents gives St. Ferom's Reaſon of 
t, it thus: In Schiſmatis remedium factum eſt; ne unuſ- 
e quiſq; ad ſe trahens Chriſti Eccleſiam rumperet, (p- 34.) 
k Doth not the Reaſon continue as flrong now as ever? 
18 Were there ever more flagrant Schiſms than there 

are now ? Do not Men of all Parties pull and 
t draw to themſelves, while for want of Authority 
1 to controul them, they do what they liſt, and are 
d irreconcileable Enemies to the Peace as well as the 
e Unity of the Church? Are not many Men ſo bitter 
d and implacable upon the Score of their ſeveral Fa- 


ctions, that we may change St. Jerqu's Words in- 
to the PREM Tenſe, and ſay, Diaboli inſtincta ſtu- 
dia in Religione fiunt? And ſhall we lay aſide that, 
which the Church judg'd if not the only, yet the 
beſt and moſt effectual Remedy againſt theſe Miſ- 
chiefs? If the Reaſon was good in St. Ferom's Time, 
and before; it is ſo ſtill ; and therefore we now, as 
well as they then, ought to ſubnut to it. But let 
us farther conſider, when and by whom it was 
done ? For the foregoing Reaſon, St. Ferom ſaith : 
7 In toto orbe decretum eſt ; ut unus de Presbyteris electus 
ſuper poneretur cateris, ad 2 omnis Eccleſia cura 
pertineret; & Schiſmatum Semina tollerentur. Here 


the 
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the Authority of the Biſbop is fully ſet out, but not 
ſo clearly how or when he came by it; for his be 
toto orbe decretum eſt, ſeems to be a very hyperbo- 
lieal Expreſſion. For if he means that all Perſons 
in all Places gave their Conſent, that it ſnould be 
ſo, or that they met fron: all Places, and in 
Council decreed it to be fo; I fear neither he, nor 
any one elſe will be able to give us any good Ac- 
count either of theſe Men, or this Meeting : But if 


he means, that it was decreed by the 4poſtles to take 
Place all over the whole World, where ever Chriſti- 


anity ſhould be planted, and to remain the flanding 
Government of the Church unalterable, then perhaps 
we may make ſomewhat of his Saying. For 
St. Ferom's own Complaint plainly directs us both 
to the Time, when this was done, and the Perſons, 
by whom it was done: For he faith it was when 
ſome ſaid they were of Paul, and ſome of Apullos, 
andothers of Cepbas; and fo plainly refers to the 
Time of the Quarrels and Factions ariſing among 
the Corinthians, over whom St. Paul ſeems to have 
had a particular Care; but by Reaſon of his Ab- 
ſence in confirming ſome Churches, and convert- 
ing others to the Church, Miſunderſtandings and 
Cavils aroſe to the great Diſturbance of the Peace 
of the e A Diſparagement of Chriſtiauity; to 
prevent which, it was found neceſſary to place a 
-Succeſſor to them in the ordinary Apoſtolical Aut ho- 


rity, who might reſide commonly among them, 


and remedy ſuch Miſchiefs. In ſhort the whole 
comes to this, That while Churches were in Embryo, 
and ſo not yet capable of Biſhops ; or were under 
the Apoſtles immediate Care, and ſo needed them 


not, ſo long they forbore to conſtitute Biſhops : But 


: when Chriſtians and Churches grew numerous, and 
by Reaſon of the Apoſtles Abſence, whoſe Buſineſs 
was to preach the Goſpel throughout the World, 


' falſe Teachers crept in, aud unſeemly Dillentions 
1 ; and 


Pr 


and fierce Conteſts ariſing abated the Vigour, and 
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corrupted the Truth of Chriſtianity ; then was 
the Time to place choſen and faithful Men over 
particular Churches, who with their Authority 
and in their ſtead ſhould remoye Gain- ſayers, pre- 
ſerve the Truth of the Goſpel, and to whom as 
well in the Miniſtry as out of it ſhould be accoun- 
table. If you will not allow this to be his Mean- 
ing, I fear you will make him neither conſiſtent 
with himſelf, nor reconcileable witli other good 
Authors; but if this be his Senſe, which ſeems to 
be plain and eaſy; then St. Jerom is an Evidence 
of the early Eftabliſhment of the Epiſcopal Order, 
even by the Apoſtles themſelves, and that with a 
Deſign and Intention that it ſhould always continue 
in the Church, to which End the Power of Ordina- 
tiom (without which the Succeſſion of Authority 
cannot be continu'd) was reſerv'd intirely to the 
Biſhop, even by the Confeſſion of St. Ferom him- 
ſelf; and therefore this Teſtimony of his, ſo much 
boalted of, and fo frequently cited, can never hurt 
Eyiſcopacy, how angry ſbever he might be at the Ro- 
man Dcacons, or ambitious to adyance his own Order, 
(25.) I havevindicated what I think to be right , 
and I take that to be an Anſwer to what is wrong ; 
and if among his Variety of Authors, and vari- 
ous Opinions, he will let me know, upon what he 
would fix, I would conſider that alſo; but ſeeing 
he will not, I think I may better employ my felt, 
than foohſhly to follow him into a Wilderneſs, 
where I ſhall never find my Way ont, if I ſhould 
be fo vain as to take to Taſk all the Authors he 
can name. But there is one thing ſuch a Rarity, 


that it muſt not be paſs'd by; for our Hiſtorian 


forgetting himſelf, unawares turns Diſputant, and 
that too in Mode and Figure, and nothing leſs 
will ſerve him than Demnſration; and thus it is: 
All Things neceſſary to Salvation, are evidently con- 
tain d in Scripture. But 


92 ) whe 1 
But a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy is not evidently contain d 
in Scripture : | 
| Therefore a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy is not neceſſary to 
Salvation, 

Your doughty Demonſtration ſhall be examin'd; - | 
but firſt I think it not amiſs to give you your Syl- "1 
logiſm again. | 

All Things neceſſary to Salvation, are evidently con- 

tain'd in Scripture, | 

But a Preſbyterian Parity is nat evidently contain d 

in Scripture : 
Therefore a Preſbyterian Parity is not neceſſary to 
Salvation, | 

The Preſbyterian Parity is ſo far from being evi- 
dently contain'd in Scripture, that I think the con- 
trary may be thence evidently prov'd; and yet 
your Brethren in Scetland will allow of no other: 

That they call the Kingdom of Chrift ; and the bare 
Toleration of Epiſcopacy, they ſay, is the eftabliſhing 
of Iniquity by a Law : And what 1s this more or leſs, 
than to ſay, That Salvation is not to be had under any 
other Government, and I think that makes it nece/- 
ſary to Salvation. You ſhould have taken a little 
more Care of your Brethren ; for if there be any 
Force in your Demonſtration, it is a two-edged 
Sword, which will ſerve to hew down them as well 
as others. Thus ſome Men fight Auadabatarum more, 
and ſo they do but ſtrike and lay about them 
matter not where or whom they hit, 

(26.) But this mighty Argument, which ſtabs 
his Brethren under the fifth Rib, will not hurt us, 
as ſhall be made appear by Examination of the 
Premiſes, which are ſophiſtically propos d. I 
matter not, who he ſaith, grants or denies, nor 
whether he declares their true and full Senſe and 
Meaning; whatever are other Mens Opinions, it he 
ſpeaks to me, I will anſwer for my ſelf. And 1ſt 

as to his Major, if by evidently contain d he means 
| exprelly, / 


(93): 


reſly, and in Terminis, I deny it; all Propoſi- 
tions Es to the Credenda or Agenda of a Chri- 
ſtian, are not to be found in Holy Writ ; for the 
Scripture doth not teach us Logick and Terms of 
by Art; and yet it may be damnable Hereſy, and 
lead a Man into damnable Sin to deny ſome of 
thoſe Propoſitions; as might be made appear from 
the Doctrines of the Trinity and Incarnation, and 
other Matters. And there are ſeveral Opinions 
peculiar to your Sect, of which you are ſo tena- 
cious, as if they were little leſs than neceſlary to 
Salvation, and yet they could never be found in 
Terminis in Holy Scripture. But if by evidently 
contain'd he means, that they are contain'd there 
in Subſtance, or by juſt and good Conſequence may 
be deduc'd from thence ; then I grant his Major, 
but deny his Minor : For the Subſtance is there, or 
may be by juſt Conſequence drawn from thence. 
It is evident from Scripture, That Chrift was ſent 
by the Father; That he ſent his Apoſtles z; That they 
Fo others, who were to be their Succeſſars, and to 
continue the Succeftonz and ſeveral of the Cities 
and Places are nam'd, where were the Diſtricts or 
Dioceſes, wherein they exercis'd their Authority; 
and this the meaneſt Chriſtian ſaw and knew, ſo 
| that they could not be in doubt, what was the Go- 
vernment of the Church; and this continu'd for | 
many Ages, and in all likely hood had remain'd 
interrupted to this day, had not the Uſurpations 
and Tyranny of the Pe given an Occaſion to ſome 
Men _ to run into another Extreme to avoid 
his pretended Omnipotency. But this I have large- 
ly prov'd already, and will lye upon you to diſ- 
prove it. And yet there is one thing farther to be 
obſerv'd as to his Minor, that tho' I love not to 
wrangle about Words, yet the Biſhops both Name 
and Power is contain'd in Scripture; but the Dioceſan 
is here ſomew hat ſophiſtically clapt upon 2 
9A, 5 or 
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all the World over, and wherever he comes ſuperior 
to the Preſbyter. But Dioceſan is a Term implying a 
Limitation or bounding the Exerciſe of his Authori- 
ty for the Peace of the Church, and that they might 
not interfere with each other; and this was by Ec- 
clefiaſtical Authority, and at firſt commonly tollow'd 
the Partitions before made by the Civil Government, 
as being by that means more manageable, and ſuch 
Dioceſs were ror ſmaller, according to the Ex- 
tent of the ſuriſdiction of the Cities, or ſmallneſs 
or greatneſs of the Provinces; but Ithink common- 
ly larger than any with us. Now, Sir, tis the Powey 
of the Biſhop, which I inſiſt on; and if that be divine 
Right, I hope you will allow him ſome Place to exer- 
ciſe it in, and ſome Preſbyters as well as People, 
whom he may exerciſe it over; and this will rc- 
quire ſome handſome Extent of Ground; and then 
whether you call it a Dioceſe, Dioceſan, or any 

. thingelfe, it ſhall not trouble my Head. 

(27.)In theConcluſion he diſtinguiſheth between 
an internal and an external Prieſt hood. By the inter- 
nal, he means the Part or Office of every Chriſtian in 

the Diſcharge of their Duties, that there be due 
Qualifications of the Soul, and that they offer up 
ſpiritual Sacrifices, Prayers, Praiſes and Thankſgi- 
vings to God, and do every ſuch Act, as is requir'd 
from Chriſtians in Common. By the external Prieſi- 
hood he means the Offce of thoſe, who are ſeparated 
from thereſt of their Brethren, as Levi, into which 
none may force himſelf; but is to be duly and or- 
derly admitted to it; in ſhort it is the Office of 
thoſe, whoſe Miniſtratious alone are valid with re- 
ſpect to Chriſtians as a Society. And thus far not a- 
miſs, did he not balderdaſh 
things, which ſpoil all again; but theworſt is, what 
he would ſeem to infer hence, but is ſo far from it, 

that it is a moſt dangerous and deſperate Aſſertion: 


That 


For the Biſhop's Authority is divine, and he is a Biſhop J f 


it with ſome other 


ay . * 
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That in caſe of Neceſity they (i. e. the Lafty or com. 
mon Chriſtians) may chuſe and ordain an Dutward! 
Jieſthod, vithont a Lineal Succeſſion from the 
Apoſtles. For Argument's ſake let us a while ſuppoſe: 
it ſo; why is this urged at this time? Where is the 
Neceſſity ? We have a lineal Succeſhon; and is it not 
better to be thankful for that, and live quietly un- 
der it, than to trouble Mens Brains, and ſend them 
in queſt of that, of which they have no Certainty ?. 
If you will plead Necgſity, you ought to make it ap- 
pear to be a real Neceſity; and you will be hardput 
to it to do that, becauſe there can be no juſt Plea of 
Neceſity,while a lineal Succeſſion may be obtain d; and 
tho? it were lof here, yet it might be recover d; and 
it is no Objection to fy, that we muſt then go to 
Rome for it, becauſe it may be had elſewhere; and 
we ought not to think much of any Pains tv obtain 

it; and as long as it is to be had otherwiſe, there 
is no room for the Plea of Neceſity; ſo that at pre- 
ſent there is no likely hood of a real Neceſity. But 
next let us conſider whether to attempt this would 
not be ſuch an high Affront againſt the Almigh- 
ty, that no pretence of Neceſlity can juſtify it? 
The Preſervation of ſuch a lineal Succeſſion of 
Authority left by Chriſt validly to adminiſter 
all Ordinances, and to fign and ſeal the Covenant 
to us, is ſuch a Depoſitum as we ought to maintain 
with all Hazards under the Do#rine of the Croſs; 
becauſe if that fail, the Society ſeems to be diſſolu d, 
and our Candleflick to be remov d. For where ſhall 
we find a Church, where there is no anthoriz'd 
Church-Governours ? J ſpeak not of exempt Caſes, 
where there ought to be always a Preparation of 
Mind to ſubmit, and an earneſt deſire that they 
might come under ſuch Government, that they 
might receive the Benefit of it: For poſitive Ordi- 
nances ceaſe to oblige, ſo long as by the Unhappi- 
neſs of our condition we can have no rn to 

| them. 
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ted to them, we not only 17 55 and deſpiſe them bu 
labbur utterly to deſtroy theſe Powers, by which we 
may receive thoſe Benefits, hall our own Vici, , © 
be aur Excuſe? Shall we overthrow a divine Conflitus: = 
tion, and then ſay we are neceſitated to conſtitute © 
ſomet hing elſe in the room of it? But vyho are they, 
that ſhall ordain this outward Prieſthood without a 
lintal Succeſion? The Prieſthood is God's Ordinance, 
and u an taleth this Honour unto him ſelf, but he that is 
called of God, as was Aaron : Nay, even our bleſſed Sa- 
4 viour did not take it of himſelf, but receiv'd it from 
+, the Father, as the Apoſtle aſſures us: So alſo, Chriſt 
glorify'd not himſelf, to be made an high Prieft ; but he 
* that ſaid unto him, thou art 7 Son, to day have I begotten” 
| thee, ( Heb. 5.4, J.) And ſhall vain Man pretend to a 
_-_ reater Authoritythan Chriſt, and take that tohim- 
ſelf, which Chriſt would not offer to do? Or can he, 
that has it not himſelf, give that to another, which 
he has not? This talk of Neceſſity, where there is 
none, looks as if ſome Men had# tmind to make a 
NMeceſſity by deſtroying the Chri tian Frieſt hood, which 
Would be ſo far from jut ih them, that it would | 
be the higheſt Crime they could be guilty of, and the _ 
ꝑgreateſt Hyury to the Chriſt ian Religion, it not the Ex- 
tirpation of it; and this coupled with thePleatorOc- 
cafional Corfu, ſmells ſtrong at a Deſign for Com- { 
prehen/ion : And if ever that take place, they max 
keep a Jubilee at Rome, and we here a Funeral for the 
Church of England. For when the Sheep and the Wolves 
report cloathing) are folded together, a 
Man witliout being ſuſpected for a Mitch, may fore: 
tell which will be deſtroy' d firſt: And when this 
Bulwark is taken away, theſe new-faſhion'd Prieſts 
| hood: takers and Pried-makers will never be able 
to ſtand the Shock of the Roman WE And 2 
therefore from ſuch Projects good Lord deliver us. 
3 | ww "2 © 4 
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